Addendum to Historic/Landmark Organization, Part 1:
Under section 5024.1. of the California Public Resources Code, a site may be identified
as historic if it meets any one of the following criteria:
(1) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California's (or in this case, Chula Vista’s) history and cultural heritage.
(2) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past.
(3) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high
artistic values.
The subject property, built in 1929, meets each of these criteria based on 1) its design by
a significant architect; and 2) its association with two significant figures in Chula Vista
history.
Architect Robert W. Snyder:
The house was designed in 1926 for W.C. Stephens, founder of Security Trust and
Savings Bank, by San Diego architect Robert W. Snyder. Snyder also designed the Ocean
Beach Library (1928) and collaborated with noted architect William Templeton Johnson
on what is now the San Diego Museum of Art in Balboa Park (1926). Johnson and
Snyder were associates in an architectural firm located in the Spreckels Building in
downtown San Diego, and according to Martin E. Petersen, curator emeritus of the San
Diego Museum of Art, Snyder deserves much of the credit for the museum’s design. His
name appears on the cornerstone along with Johnson’s (Petersen, 1971).
Johnson, who was considered to be San Diego’s leading architect after Irving Gill’s
retirement in 1916, also designed the early buildings for Francis Parker School, which his
wife founded in 1912; as well as the La Valencia Hotel in La Jolla (1926) and the
Museum of Natural History in Balboa Park (1930-33). He was one of four architects
(along with Gill, Richard Requa and Samuel Wood Hamill) selected to design the San
Diego County Administration Building (1936-38).
For the house to be built on what was then Sixth Avenue in Chula Vista, Snyder followed
his mentor’s preference for what Gill advocates were calling “stripped” architecture, and
designed a low-slung, ranch-style design with natural redwood exterior siding, a
traditional southwestern tile roof, exposed beams and extensive redwood throughout the
interior. He also provided his client with highly detailed plans for landscaping the twoacre site overlooking the Sweetwater Valley.
Original Owner W.C. Stephens:
In 1929, the Security Trust and Savings Bank opened a Chula Vista branch on the
southeast corner of Third Avenue and F Street (the Melville Building), and its president
and founder, W.C. Stephens, moved into his new Chula Vista residence that same year. In

addition to his banking career, Stephens demonstrated a keen interest in nature, and in
1931 was elected as a life member of the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago
(Field Museum, 1931).
Owner Burt Raynes:
Although Stephens was clearly a leading citizen of his time – in the 1920s and 1930s, that
end of Sixth Avenue (now Hilltop Drive) was popularly known as “Banker’s Row” – the
house is most closely associated with its second owner, former Rohr President Burt
Raynes. Raynes was among the handful of men to join founder Fred H. Rohr in launching
what eventually became Rohr Industries and Chula Vista’s largest employer. Raynes, an
engineer who had met Rohr while working at Ryan, joined the “Eighth and J Gang” as
chief inspector and quickly climbed the corporate ladder. As Rohr’s official history
reports: “Through the years, Raynes moved up in the organization, becoming,
successively, chief inspector, chief tool engineer, vice president-manufacturing, senior
vice president, executive vice president, and in 1963, president and director” (The Story
of a Corporation, 1969).
The company operated out of a garage at the corner of Eighth Avenue and J Street in San
Diego before moving in August 1941 to the bayfront property Rohr had purchased in
Chula Vista. The effect of this decision on Chula Vista’s growth and history cannot be
overstated. Rohr quickly became the city’s largest employer and the world’s leading
manufacturer of aircraft engine parts, and its presence stimulated the city’s growth from a
population of just 4,000 to more than 200,000 today. During Rohr’s “boom years” in the
1940s and 1950s, the rural character of Chula Vista changed rapidly as farms and fields
were converted to subdivisions that would house the thousands of men and women who
moved to the city to work at Rohr.
Shortly after settling in Chula Vista, Raynes and his wife purchased the Hilltop Drive
house, and he immediately set about remodeling the property to reflect his own tastes –
and, perhaps, his own fears. The 3,400-square-foot basement was reconfigured to house a
large office, where two or three Rohr secretaries worked full time to keep pace with
Raynes’ creative mind. Raynes added a garage on the side of the house, but he retained
the original garage doors to provide access from the basement to a newly built patio. As
the Cold War heated up in a post-nuclear world – a threat that may have seemed
particularly real to a man designing parts for military airplanes – Raynes added two bomb
shelters to the property, one accessible from the floor next to his bed, the other accessible
from the nearby children’s room. He also installed a high concrete wall around the
property (neighbors were appalled when razor wire appeared at the top) as well as an
elaborate security system that could be monitored and triggered from his bed.
Much of the work was completed by Rohr employees. A long-time staffer and unofficial
historian of the organization says Raynes had a crew at the house full-time for “five or
ten years.” His final, and perhaps most ambitious project is still unfinished: an indoor
pool that could double as a water source in the event of nuclear attack. To accomplish

that, workers knocked out part of a basement wall and dug even deeper into the ground.
Neighbors remember truckloads of dirt being hauled away from the site. Unfortunately –
or perhaps fortunately, for the long-term fate of the house – complications in Raynes’
personal life forced him to move out before the work could be completed.
An engineer and inventor who holds at least three patents, Raynes also designed the table
for his remodeled kitchen: press a button, and a motorized lazy susan rises from the
center, providing easy access to condiments and other mealtime essentials. (Raynes’
patents include a “method and apparatus for suppressing the noise of jet-propelled
aircraft,” which no doubt was a part of his design work for Rohr nacelles, as well as a
combination conference chair and writing table and a “system for positioning a wheeled
carrier.”)
Raynes had assumed the presidency of Rohr in 1963, two years before the death of its
founder, and his inventive mind led him to branch out from Rohr’s core business as an
aerospace contractor as he steered the company toward a national and, ultimately,
international presence. The history of the B.F. Goodrich Corp., which eventually took
over Rohr, summarizes some of these initiatives:
Believing that the use of new factory methods could revolutionize the
housing industry, Rohr started its Modular Components Corp. in 1960.
The Chula Vista plant began producing “unitized” bathrooms – floor,
walls, ceiling, bath tub and shower unit integrated in a seamless fiberglass
structure. Rohr introduced other new product lines, including boats and
submersible buoys to meet the need for a stable oceanographic instrument
base. (Goodrich, 2004).
Marine technology became a major Rohr activity with the incorporation of Rohr Marine
in 1976. By the early 1970s, company executives boasted that they would “help rebuild
the nation’s surface transportation system.” As Time magazine reported in July 1976,
“They planned futuristic trains air cushions and people-movers. . . . With equal
enthusiasm, they spoke of new vistas in space communications and automated mail
systems. It added up to a grand adventure into uncharted terrain—a bit too grand.”
Although Rohr made and sold cars for San Francisco’s BART and Washington’s Metro
systems, the company ran into quality problems – and fallout from the 1974-75 recession.
Rohr lost millions, the board and shareholders rebelled, and in November 1975 Raynes
was forced out as chief executive. He stepped down as chairman three months later, and,
Time reports, that was the end of Rohr’s “futuristic projects” (Time, July 1976).
Both during and after his tenure at Rohr, Raynes was a major contributor to Republican
party causes and is listed on the guest lists for VIP events with Presidents Ford and Nixon
and then-California Governor Ronald Reagan (Ford Library archives, Nixon Library
archives).

The house has had just four owners during its 80-year history and is popularly known in
Chula Vista as the “Rohr House,” in tribute to the man who owned it the longest and who,
during his more than 30-year tenure at Rohr Industries, made such a significant
contribution to Chula Vista’s history and growth. Clearly, the house is a unique part of
Chula Vista’s history and is worthy of designation as a historic site.

Addendum to Historic/Landmark Organization, Part 2:
The current homeowner, Howard Kruegel, has what appears to be a complete set of
blueprints for both the house and landscape designs. The landscaping has changed over
the past 70 years, but the house – other than a mid-century garage addition and some
minor revisions to a rear-facing courtyard – remains largely intact, both inside and out.
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