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What crosved Harriet Acton's
mind as her daughter Christine
was crowned Miss Californig
were her pediatrician’s words
when the girl was in junior high
school
Tall and gangly. Chula Vista.
raised Chris wondared if she'd
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ever mature. And National
City's Dr. Carol Dresselhaus
told har:

"“Christy, you are going to be
& late bloomer. But if you look at
a rose, the late bloomer lasts the
longess.

Late bloomer physically, per

haps, but Christine Acton was
always & rese — always a
daughter her paremts were
proud of. And when the five-
foot. seven-inch hazel-eyed
brunette was crowned number
one in the Miss California Pag-
eant in Santa Cruz last month,
her parents were there.

JIM AND HARRIET Acton,
known in Chula Vista for their
tireless efforts for band and mu-
sic students, had not seen their
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Cal{ fornia Christine Acton

raised and educated in South Bay

gaughter for the preceding
week, Contestants are shielded
from outside distractions. and
that inclodes parents

They haven't seen her much
since her crowning, either, for
she is belng groomed now for
the Miss America Pageant Sept
# in Atlantic City

'l don't know how she's going
to have time to do everything,'
Harriet wondered, * pleking
a new number, practicing unti)
its perfect But 1 know
Chrissy and she'll do IL."

HARRIET WAS referring to
the flute number Chris will play

BABY CHRISTINE BORN OCT. B, 1954
A long way from beouty pageant days.

in the talent segment of the up-
coming pageant

Chris has been quoted in
newspapers throughout the
state and on talk shows since
her crowning as saying she isn't
beautiful, rather she's talented,

She is beautiful, of course,
“‘bul she's never believed that,’
Harriet said. And she s tal-
ented, tog — extremely so. For
the Miss California talent com-
petition she played the flute
which she began studying when
she was 10,

PROUD PARENTS HARRIET AND JM ACTON
They ore with Chvintine ofter crowning in Sonta Crus

LITTLE CHRISSY Acton was
B0l predestined beauty queen
She was & cute little girl with
freciles and strawberry blonde
hair in o pixie cut when she
Slarted at Rosebank Elemen-
tary Schoo!

Born ar Balboa Hospital in
184, Christine was almost a
birthday present for her sister
Nancy, But she waited just long
enough 1o be born Oct. § instead
of Oct. 7. (Everyone in the Ac-
ton family was born in October,
Including their new son-in-law
Alan Lse Caldwell, Nancy's

husband, and their license plate
reads OCT KID.)
“When she was a lintle girl,”

sister did Hawalian dancing.
They even appeared on tele-
vision, and often entertained the
folk over at Fredericka Man-
or." They nlso sang duets all
over town.

CHRIS BEGAN playing the
Nute because her sister played
that instrument. She wasn't
forced to play it, “let's just say I
steered her that way,” Harriet
chuckled. *1 sald play some-
thing you can carry in your
purse."

She had a few flute teachers,
beginning with Harrison Mel-
horn, who owned what later be-
came Harper's Music Store, and
ending with Frederick Baker,
first futist with the San Diego
Symphony

Chris grew up in a home at 265
Nixon Pl., Chula Vista, very
close to Fredericka Manor, and
she worked there one summer,
serving three meals a day to pa-
tients. She worked another sum-
mer as a motel maid in Del Mar
and many other summers she
spent babysitting.

SHE WAS A loving little girl,
her mother remembered, giv-
ing her parents handmade
cards on appropriate occasions.
In 1967 Chris entered Harriet in
the KCBQ Mother's Day con-
test, and Harriet didn't even
know about [t until she received
aletter saying she hadn't won.

In those days Christine wore
her sit-upon length, turned light
brown hair in two thick braids.
She trained and even showed
her now aged Boston terrier,
Christine Sir Tiffany, who still
guards at the Acton home
though his showing days are
over,

*She didn’t want to do to him
what she has now done to her-
self,* sald Harriet laughing,
*‘the judging and all.”

ALL THROUGH Hilltop
Junior and Hilltop Senior high
schools Chris was active in mu-
sic, studying, playing and sing-
ing, She played flute in the Civic
Youth Orchestra and the San
Diego Clvic Youth Symphony.
‘And she was one of the orga-
nizers of the flute choir in her
Bethel 1460f Job's Daughters,

‘*Both girls were lutists — or
flautists,” Harriet chortled.
“when she was & little girl
trudging off to school she was o
‘flutist’ but when she became
Miss Caltfornia suddenly she
was o ‘flautist. "

llwrwn Chris left Hilltop Junior
High where she had been first
flutist. she moved right into the
chair her sister had kept warm
at Hilitop Senior as first flutist

wghe earned thal” Harriet
said, "It was because she was
good and she worked hard for

"
SHE WAS always a #ood ath.

. her onl,
lete and a good student y
bad subject being math. But
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CHULA VISTA'S HOMEGROWN BEAUTY
She will reign as Miss California until June 79.

fami

For four summers while she
was in high school Chris at-
tnded music camp at the Uni.
versity of Redlands where she
earned her bachelor’s degree in
misic in 1976,

Chris was quoted in a San
Ditgo newspaper as saying she
isn't a feminist, but she belleves
in equality for women. She
practiced that philosophy while
sha was a student at Redlands
as an employee on the
maintenance team.

She even painted the neat
green and white house with the
“‘A" on the garage door where
her parents still live on Nixon
Pl

that, Harriet says, runs In the
ly.

SECOND GRADE PIXIE
At Rosebank Elementary

“Her father fell off the ladder
the first day,”” Harriet said, “'so
she painted the house. There is
nothing she can't do — she even
chalked the football fleld at
Redlands as part of her main-
tenance work."'

CHRIS WAS always popular
with boys and girls, her mother
said, “one of the gang' She
didn't have much time for dat-
ing when she was studying mu-
sic and playing with different
Eroups, but her junior year in
high school she attendad the
prom at every high school in the
district

She currently dates a medical
student at University of Califor
nia at Los Angeles, but she
won't be seeing much of him
(she doesn't want o identily
him) for the next year

Never a beauty coniest en-
before, Chris was encour
to enter the Miss Califor

ag
nla Pagesnt by the 1977 Miss

California, friend Connie
Haugen She did it mainly for
the outstanding educational
at accrue for those
-he ace in the Miss America

WHEN CHRIS was crowned
Miss San Bernardino last Feb-
ruary, she was playing in sym-
phonies and orchestras in the
Redlands area, ;I\rm".zlvnu
lessons and teaching in the Lan-
caster Schools.

“She loves (o teach children.”

want to be a teacher until re-
cently when she decided to re-
turn to school for her credential.
So far Chris has received a
few gifts of merchandise and
$3,000 that will be held in trust
until she uses it for education.
"Il she doesn't use It for
that," Harriet said, "it will stay
there for the next person.”

THE MISS California Pag-
eant Is bused mainly on talent,
and Christine won the talent
competition to earn 50 of the
possible 100 points in the con-
test. Another 25 points s
awarded after an oral interview
with judges on the basis of per-
sonality, poise, ability to pre-
senther talent, etc,

“The last 25 points are divided
equally between evening gown
and bathing suit competition.

““We questioned the bathing
suit competition,” Harriet said,
"and we got a good answi
Only in a bathing sult can
Jjudges see how physically heal-
thy the body is."

The Actons don’t know Chris-
tine’s point total, only that she
had more points than any other
contestant.

AS COMPETITION pro-

s, Chris stands to get

from $2,000 for those judged tal-

ented contestants to $20,000 for
being selected Miss America.

SHE WAS A CUTE KID WITH

Bunsey. Jvty 4 VBN i

ta grows very own beauty queen

turn to Santa Cruz whers she
will live with u selected famity
untll she completes her state
relgn in June

And If she does win . . . well;
Harriet doesn't know what will
happen then.

Except that they are Imter-
viewed and apprised of all the
rules, parents don't have much
Involvement with pageast life.

They will attend the
Sept. 9,
o mhnmm

Chula Vists Woman's Clab.

Jim left active duty Navy life
10 be with his family more. Hi
works at National Steel and
Shipbuilding Co. and is com.
manding officer of a Navy re-
serve unit.

Their daughter, Christine, did
bicom far beyond any expecta-
tions they had. Now they are
waiting to see what happens
next.
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