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PREFACE

The writer's interest in the Sweetwater area derives

from eighteen years of residence in the region. Throughout

the district are abandoned railroad beds, deteriorating

of an older era. These evi-

and ornate houses

dences created a desire to know more about the area and led

to the selection of the tepic of this paper.

The Sweetwater area, lying along the bay between San

Diego and the border, is, agriculiurally and industrially,

the most important in San Diego County outside the city of

San Diego. In the Spanish and Mexican periods the region

was a grazing country in which several land grants were made

to Mexican citizens. With the coming of the Americans to the

district began the development of National City and civinity.

The Kimball brothers of New Hampshire acquired the Ranbho

Nacional and decured the construction of the California

Southern Raiload, bringing the western terminus of the Santa

Fe system to National City. The Samra Fe interests developed
the water resources of the Sweetwater River and promoted the

growth of towns and citrus oulture. Within a few years after

the advent of the railroad, National City and the south bay

area boomed tremendously and experienced a great industrial

the

growth, even threatening to surpass San Diego. However,

boom had collapsed by 1890 and local affairs became dull for
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a long time, but there was a reconstruction on a sound eco-
nomic basis. Since that day the region has developed into a
leading lemon producing area and in recent years has pro-
gressed industrially.

For the Spanish and Mexican periods the expedientes
found in the Spanish Archives provided the most useful
information, as did the records of the San Diego County
Recorder for the early American era. Newspapers and contem-
porary magazines provided much source material for the years
1870 to 1890.

The survey, covering as it does over one hundred and
sixty years of occupation by Europeans before 1890, is of
necessity brief, and much of interest has been omitted; yet
an attempt has been made to present the outstanding events
in an orderly skeétch.

Although the writer makes no claim to great discoveries
in a purely historical sense, he feels that this work is a
contribution because much of the material used is not widely
available, and he has gathered data from widely scattered
records and has attempted to assemble them in a logical and
unified manner.

The writer wishes to extend thanks to My. John
Davidson of the San Diego Historical Society for his great

interest and cooperation, to Mr. R. B. Reinbach for the
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loan of the files of the QOtay Press, to Dr. Owen C. Coy

for his guldance and encouragement, and to Dr L. Walsk
o e er

Allbank and Dr. Malcolm Bissell for their suggestions and

criticisms.

Los Angeles, 1942.
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» 3ave the outstanding

Augustin, San

into the bay was 1

Cabrillo spoke so highly can be

a crescent-shaped basin about fourteen miles

varies in width from one quarter mile at its en-

Ballast Point and Zuni nt to a maxium

two and one half miles near National Gity: it.de

the ocean by a2 long, low,

from the mai

land in a northwesterly direction

°ne and one half miles wide, and separated by an indentation

known ag Spanish Bight. Between the cities of San Diego and

C a et + half
voronado, on the peninsula, the bay narrows to about one half

mile in width, dividing the port into two divisions. The

&rea of the water surface is about twenty-one square miles.

B o e
— e

Juan Pantoja, "Plan for the Port of San Diego."



zovernment bezan to improve the hare

was five hundred feet in

lower low water. T

same depth, but crooked. Th

was about one third mile wide a d

niles in width running entirely through

onto series of narrow valleys, each
ection, These, from north to

Sweetwater, tay, and Tia Juana

valleys is the
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r eastward into the moun-

route to the Imperial Valley. Between the larzer
8 are mesas of fertile soil cut in many directions by
‘nyons. The most important of the canyons are
anyon, Pozzil Canyon, and Long Canyon.
Prominent land narkes 1

include San Mizuel Peak, 3,575

d States, War Department,
8 _and Harbors, The Ports of
» California, 1-4. — =5




feet in height, the Jamul Mountains, enclosing the Jamul

Rancho of the old days on the west, and the San Ysidro Moun-

tains, forming a backdrop for the town of the same name.

Nestling at the feet of these mountains are the Sweetwater
Reservoir and the 6tay Lakes.

Two features of the geography and climate of the area
should be noticed. The first is the nature of the penin-
sular mountains which extend northward from Lower California,
These mountains, ranging in height from four thousand to six
thousand feet, extend in a general north and south direction
blocking access to the interior from the coast at San Diego
Bay. Only one pass suitable for a rail route extends east
across the mountains from the bay area. This route, now
used by the San Diego and Arizona Railway, runs through
Mexico, has heavy grades and tortuous curves, and has not
been used until recently. The result of the comparative
Physical isolation of the district from the Zast has been to
cause the trade of the region to flow through Los Angeles
and to retard the urban growth of the area.

The second feature is the exeeptionally light rain-
fall of the Sweetwater area. The small precipitation occurs
during the winter ana gives the region a Mediterranean

¢limate., For this reason agriculture during the Spanish and

YMexi 2
¥ieXican, as well as early American, periods was confined to

&8razing and the raising of grains. The early settlers




oncerned themselves with hides and tallow, Not until the

Santa Fe railway in 1885 did a change in agri-

culture take place. The opening of the railway brought a

ition from grazing and grains to fruit culture, which has
4

since characterized the economy of the region. This ehang

became possible with the development of the Sweetwater irri-

e late 1880's,

gation projects in
The ethnological background for the history of the
EZuropeans in the area can be briefly summarized. The Indians
who lived in the region at the arrival of the white men have
been named the Diegueno tribe., The Diegueﬁos, of the Yuman
linguistic family, contained two subdivisions, the FNorth
Dieguenis and the South Dieguefios. The North Diegueno group
included the Indians living in the area under consideration.
The North bieguenos had come from over the mountains
on the east and conquered the early San Dieguitans five or
8ix hundred years previously. Their success in warfare can be
attributed chiefly to their introduction of bows and arrows.
They also introduced bone tools, pottery, basketry, amd
Portable and stationary mortors for grinding acorns and seeds.
These round-headed Indians made their camps in regions of
T e

o Ficholas Mirkowich, "Urban Growth in the San Diego
“e;;i‘m»ﬁ'lconomic Geography, XV11(1941), 310.

_—0c

s Swain, Bowden, and ¥rench, "History of the Lndians
= 02

San Diego County,"
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hich were collections

ss and covered with earth.
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age was the temescal, or

men occupied regularly. This trive is

the southernmost known to have

de use of the typical Cali-

fhe foods, arts a

implements of the DiegueTos were

®

crude and simple. The inhabitants of the bay = never at-
tempted agriculture, but lived on fish and mollusks., The arts
consisted mainly of pottery cook pots and water jars.

The implements were few besides the weapons already mentioned.
For boats on the bay the nagives used tule balsas propelled
with double-bladed paddles.

The Dieguelos were divided into exogamous patrilYineal

lve known Horth Diegueno clans existed. Alexa

aylor in his map of the California lndian tribes, pub-

lished in 1864, located the one nearest Chula Vista as the

Otats, e ttending south of the Tia Juana Hiver and in lMexico.
e e —————
[3
3 B . " 3 n
1112 Swaln, Bowden, and French, "History of the Indians,
7

Gaiis Alfred Lewis Kroeber, Handbook of the Indians of
&llgg_l 721-22, e v
R F. Hiezer, "Alexander S, Taylor's Map of

So %1 ; i Tribes, 1864, "California Historical
=Se5LY Quarterly, XX (1941), 172,




'his elan or trit

ated at the southern end of the bay,
Besides the rancheria of Otay, other rancherias
t

located in the south bay distriet included Janal, which gave

ts neme %o a Mexican land grant, San Miguel or Magate

-

s
¥Milijo on the south bank of the Tia Juana River, and La Punta
9

on the bay shore at the mouth of the Otay River.

The natives took to Christianity slowly and always
exhibited a spirit of independence which was characteristic

10

of all the Yuman tribes. Kroeber described the natives as
roud, rancorous, boastful, covetous, given to guarrels,
ssionately devoted to the customs of their fathers,
d hard to handle. Not especially formidable as foes,
ey did not shrink from warlike attempts.
4 detailed history of the Indians is not undertaken
in this study because they did not affeet the development of

the Sweetwater area to any great extent.

Seaes aea cam
9
4. Lena B, Hunsicker and Winifred Davisson, "San Diego
County Place Names.,™
10

Kroeber, California Indians, 711-712.
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HE SWEETWATER AREA

The Sweetwater area contained five Mexican land
/ e Firone
grants: Jamacha, Otay, Janal, La Nacion, and Milijo. The
gran
history of these provides a good representation of the land
grant system under Mexico and the United States for it in-

cludes the complete records of successful claims for which

strife between the grantee and settlers. The grants

issued also represented the early policies of the Mexican
government and the later wholesale distribution of lands by
Gevernor Ei/o Pico just before the American conguest. The story
of these local grants was typical of the history of

Mexican and early American California,
1. THE IAND GRANT SYSTEM

The land grant system in California can be divided

into two periods: that of the Spanish government before
1822, and that of the Mexioan rule from that date to the
foncuest of California in 1846. The policy followed by

SPain in granting lands allowed for the oceupation of the
land unger g usufructuary title only, that is, if granted

th o
® Tight to uge and enjoy the fruits or profits of the
estat Wity . 3
tate, without impairing the substance. The Spanish




9
vernment did not wish to encourage private ownership of the
governmer r
land, which in theory belonged to the king, and as a result
and, v

1y about a score of grants were made during the Spanish
only about &

ocoupation of California. The Mexican policy was more
coupat % = o

eral It allowed for private ownership with the power of

can be judged by the 812 grants

ates Land Commission for validation.

The beginning of the land grant system ocecurred in 1784
when Governor Pedro Fages received two applications for gravts
near San Gabriel lission. Governor Fages referred the request
%o the Commandante-General of the Provincias Internas, Ugarte,

who in turn referred the question to Galindo Navarro, whose

position corresponded to that of an attorney-general, 1In

1786 the answer to the request returned, and according to
2
Baneroft:

His reply author
not to exceed three
the four leagues whi
allowed the pueblos:

ized Fages to make grants in private,
leagues, however, and outside of

ch the Laws of the Recopilacion

but the grantees were not to in-
Jure the missions or DPueblos, and certain other
conditions were imposed. + . including building of a

stone house on each rancho and keeping of at least two
thousand head of livestock.

Authority for the granting of lands in California was
found in;

et
g

Lela Margaret Weststeyn, "The Expansion of the Land

Grant Systen under the last

1 ol two Mexican Governors Manuel
*icheltorena ang Pio de Jesus Bleos MY,
2
H, H, Bancroft, History of California, 1, 609.
3

Jeststeyn, Op. ci

.« 3.




1, The General Laws of the Indies.

The instructions of Bucareli to Rivera in 1773.
Ugarte's instructions to Fages in 1786.
Decrees of the Cortes of New Spain in 1813,
Mexican Colonization Law of 1824,
Mexican Colonization Law of 1828,
colonization law passed by the Mexican Congress
on August 18, 1824, provided for a very liberal land policy.
Any Mecican citizen of good character or any foreigner will-
ing to become a naturalized Mexican citizen could acquire
land by grant. This grant might be as large as eleven
Square leagues in area-- one league to be of irrigable land,
four arable but dependent on rain, and six for grazing-- with
freedom from taxes for five years. The ranchos in California
were of princely size as a result, A league contained more
than 4,438 acres and a rancho of four or five sguare leagues
was considered small.4
The law of the 21st of November, 1828, provided for a
Still more liberal bolicy than that of 1824 in allowing a

grantee to gecure the rights of ownership of the land with

th 0 s ! = e
1® Power of disposal and also provided the conditions and

r i S
Procedure fop receiving the grant. The applicant presented

T ————
4

Nellie Van de aprift Sanchez, Spanish Arcadia, 189,




——

—— .

with this phrase

b

)

<pansion of the Land Grant i
ary of State, Spanish Archiv \
No. 491, for De la i
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However, 1

a protocol signed at Que-

there was included t

D Omcte

w in

William Heath Davisg, Sixty Years in

ican Land Grants," 236.

mas Donsldson, The Public Domain, 37
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strict attorney to
appeal to the Supreme
uthorized.

ned, but whose title was

tents were to issue

by the surveyor-general.
laws of Congress provided an extension of

that set forth in the

of patents on lands proceeded slowly.

made a study of the grants in Los An
that of the seventy-nine entries of patents

county, the first was recorded on April 3,

D

eorded in the
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3¢ Diego Mission, ro de Matrimor ‘0. 1538.
= Matrimonios," No. 1538.
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required of

Book of

Archives,
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4,438,464




104 numerous parties owned

=]

/
Rancho Janal. In 1872 Jose Antonio Estudillo, Piedad Estu-

Estudillo, and the estate
27
of Miguel a Pedrorena owned the property. For a brief

/ . s
dillo, Jose G. Estudillo, Jose

7

land belonged to Frank and W.Q.

lonal City. 1In 1894 the title

» bullder of Hotel del Coronado, and

uted the prinecipal use of the land of

been made for the purpose of producing

tallow, In 1888 the Otay Press - described

- california, Secretary of State, Spanish Archives,
1, 441 Zstuiillo "Espediente for Janal."

rv.) -

Hoffwaﬂ Reports of Land Cases, Appendix, 45.
D
93 San Diego County, Recorder, Book of Patents," I,
T
San Diego, The Weekl ¥ Union, February 22, 1872.
28

San Diego, on, January 16, 1938.
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as "looking green with wild oats and alfileria now

ich & herd of cattle and 5,000

high, and on

Y p are now grazing.
Rancho Otay became the property of Magdalena tstudillo,
ister of the grantee of Janal. She based her claim to the
rancho on two Mexican grants, the first of which was issued by
Governor José Marfa fichemldi/a in 1829, <[he second grant bore
the date May 4, 1846, which shortly followed the validation
of the first, Governor 1‘1’0 Pico made the second grant.

The degree granting the land in 1846 stated that the
concession was for her }hcnefit and that of her family. The
land involved includeddo

the tract of land known by the name of Otay, bounded
by the Tinaja; by thg high road leading from the Mesa

to the Rancho de la cion; by the boundaries of the
land of the Tia Juana; and by the said Mesa.

The decree further stated that since the title already
had been granted by Echeandi/& and validated and the investi-
gations recuired by the laws of 1824 and 1828 were completed,
she was granted the place in the name of the Mexican nation,
Subject to the approval of the Departmental Assembly. The
grant stated the following:

e e
ZOOWY. California, Press, November 29, 1888,

California, S 8 . g # i
V1 -4 Secretary of State, Spanish Archives,
» 541, lMagdalena f}studillo, "Espediente for Otay."
31
Ibid., 542
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She may enclosed without prejudice to the

tudes; she shall enjoy it

rendering it to the use or

most convemient. 2nd. She shall

possession which has been recognized

ies. 3d. The land contained and

e interested party is of ti
1 the limits of v

ivation t
be subject
by t

e )
1 be placed.

On June 12, 1846, in Los Angeles, the Departmental Assembly
issued a degree approving the grant.

The grantee, Magdalena Zstudillo, claimed Otay before
the Land Commission. Her claim, filed on November 11882,
was confirmed by the Commission on November 4, 1853,  Con~
firmation by the District Court on February 11, 1856, and
dismissal of an appeal on February 24, 1853. followed. The
claim as allowed sontained 6,657.98 acres.u President
Grant signed letters patent on January 20, 1872, A

Dona Magdalena deeded the rancho to Santiago i,
arguello and Guadalupe Argiello on August 4, 1854, The
Arguellos immediately transferred the ownership to Jose Ruez
Escajadillo, Other owners in addition to those named pre-
Viously ineluded Victoriano Torre, Antonio Janchez,34 and

Antonia Fernandez Somellera prior io July 1, 1872.

22
ZZdoffmGﬂ, Reports of Land Cases, Appendix, 60.
2, 176 »an Diego tounty, Recorder, "Book of Patents,"
34
424.p5, 98n Diego County, Recorder, "Deed Record,” Vol.k,
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In that year the first American 6wner
’

Solon S, San-

born gained title. This pioneer sold a half-interest in the

ant in the same year to Captain

athew Sherman

» Civil Vap
veteran, mayor of San Diego in 1891, and develop

er of the

yroperty known

> o A :
rman’'s Addition. The San Diego Land ang

Town Company acquired the land in the 1880'g and in 1900

map of part of the rancho,

111. RANCHOQ J4

LCHA

/
Rancho Jamacha, a tract of over 8,000 acres which

extended along

g the Sweetwater River for a distance of eight
miles, was granted to Apolinaria Lorenzana by Juan B, Alva-
rado on April 27, 1840. Dona Apolinaria was a native of the
City of Mexico from whence she came to California in 1800,
She was an orphan and, like all the foundlings of her asylum,
the name of the Archbishop of Mexico, In California
she lived in San Luis Rey and Santa Barbara. She never
married, but devoted her life to charity and teaching. For
her work she became known as "La Beata.” In addition to
receiving Jamachh she also received the grant of Ia Canada de
los Coches, a small place of twenty-eight acres, also in

San Diego County. Ln 1878 she lived in Santa Farburaééen—
tirely blind and supported by friends and public aid.

B oo
[e15]
San Diego, Union, January 16, 1938.
36 L 3
sanchos, 39.

R.W. Brackett, A History of the Kancnos
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In the petition of ipolinaria Lorenza
37
1833, she stated,

na, presented on

obtair
uel

om the predecessor of Your
,wa pro$131ona; grant of the

S Tamacha, as shown by the

»_upon which a deecree wag made in
petitioned for the Said place, to

no opposition up to the presené

uleA” to own the same, as my OWE, S0 that I ma
% 1 pray Your Honor to

-

time;

y

Dona Apolinaria presented her claim for Jamachﬁ to the

d Commission on November 1, 1852, It was confirmed by the

ssioners on November 4, 1853, The cage was taken to the
District Court where it was confirmed on February 4, 1856,
Further appeal was dismissed on February 23, 1857, The claim
as allowed contained 8,881.16Facres.58 President Grant signed
the patent on April 11, 18'71.‘b9

In 1852 Robert Kelly and Colonel Eddy purchased the
rancho. Kelly, a native of the Isle of Man, czme to California
in 1850. He disposed of his holdings in 1858. i In
1872 the owners of various parts of the rancho were listed
&s: William H, Keighler, 1,480 acres; S. S. Samborn, 493
——————a

37 4 b
L, 138, Anet Tamnie e e e e

3

‘):Hoffman, Reports of Land Cases, Appendix, 61.
452, San Diego County, Recorder, "Book of Patents,” 111,

40
Brackett, History of the Ranchos, 40.




ruction on the dam,

e and considered an

1887, named for the

waters became widely

product and secured world-wide fame

Diezo,

Union February 22, 1872.

tt, Higtory of th

San Diemgo County, 90.



The

e mineral

of the worlgd,

and the businegg

owners once refused a

Weekly,

ends still gyp-




Jounty as judsed by the productiveness-of

S0 known ag

Rancho la Punta because

’
cheria of that name on the grant.,
Villjo was Santiago E. Arziello

families of Spanish

made
in California serving
4 Lo 7 &
numerous vositions. José Darie

served as temporary governor of

a California.

ative-born priest of Alta, California, Maria de la

Marcela, famous for her love affair with Count

r N
Luls Antonio, the first tovernor of

e £
1s mother wag Pilar Orteza, a daughter of the

1
T nton Arzuello
aymond XK. Morrison , "Luls Antonio Arg 4

*an Governor of California," 2-3.




Arguello was born 10 the Presiqto of Santa
in 1818. 1In 1833 he Petitioneq for !’;ilijo, which he
rovisionally on November 25, 1833, His Subse quent
Offices which he helg ineludeq
(lBZJ—u%/, Suplente in the ASSembly ang iggi
Diego (1845-46), and captain in Stocktons
can rule he

Z
8 battalion,
elected to the office of

5

2an

recep-
Under Ame

was
Assessor at

T county

He married Guadalupe studillo, a daughter of Tosé
6

Antonio Estudillo, grantee of Rancho Janal,

Don Santiago was one of twenty-two children,

such a large

on April 20

The support
amily constituted g DProblem for his

1833, he made applieation for
forth in soliciting the place is to
ort of his numerous family." More

B.

g N, Greene, "Genealogies of the Spanish Pioneers™
Section 13,
3
ullfornla
460-61, Jantldﬂo
H. H
5

Seceretary o; State, Spanish Archives,l, 5
A- Arguello, "Espediente No. 60, for AlllJO.
Baneroft Higtory of California, 1, 702-3
Herald

San Die o,
6 g

7Jreene, loec.

45657 “Tguello

—_—,

September 4, 1851
cit.

Bspediente No. 60, "Spanish Archives,l



be nex

as from it is
4%
suocx of hJ QLOTQSQld father
ne nada, unite the two

Place would h

nave been recuesteqd
brother r-in-law, augustine ;emorz-;no, Cali-
8

had thought of asking it fop
asked for was described, and the Purpose
9

used was stated,

side of the coast, is boundeq
leads to lower uallfornla on
Jana, on the south by vacant
rth it lqu three or four laaaues
neho as Your Honor may ascerta by
present I have no stoek, but 1
this year, to put Lnnreon three
cattle, and some horses.

requisites as would entitle

vetition. Also, the commandant was to

sonest Cowan, 4 Bibliography of the Spanish
1&01“ 1833245, 4-5,

o. 60, " Spanish Archives, 1,
= * ’ d
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for, uded within the
Cl"lﬂj reign te ritorv', or ten
loned in the 1 of
it ‘ﬂs or does h@lonr
ission, corpor
rl, with ev
atier,
s 4
tour of the Cole-
gues

me executive power.
that the lands
occupied by

The

at San Diego, Santiago Arguello, replied

that since tr itioner was his son, he, too, had an in-
terest. » he promised to make a strict report,
8s his honor reguired. The land in guestion was not within

wenty leagues of a foreign territory, lay within one league
he sea, and did not belong to any individual or corpora-

during times of drought the corporzl in

Nacional had watered stock at Milijo, but

Rencho Nacional as it was

or four leagues removed. The land had been asked for

Previously, by Juan Bandini and Augustine Zamorano,

Which 4nas
"leh indicateq that it was not owned by anyone.

In p

& ] waE i at the
€gard to his son, the commandant replied that

11, 516; 111,34-5

croft, History of California,
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0ld, could Stock € place and
3 .8
in order to bring togeth property of the
he petitior would be able to fulfill the
12 =
grant.
he foregoing inform: tion Governor
Constitutional ; lecalde
Sg8L00
nom Santiago z,
ith witnesses, The alcalde was to
on the following points:
know Santiago Arguello? Was he

liexican by birth? Was he a man of good conduct?

2, Did he own any property? Did his father own any?
ive the means to stock the land? What was

of cattle and horses with which he meant

the land?
Did the land belong to the Nacional Rancho? To any
individual, corporation, mission, or pueblo? Was
the land fit for agriculture or grazing? Was it

ble? What was its extent?
interrogation was carried out as recuired. Don

Santie 2 O e
“8ntiago appeareq before the alecalde, José Antonio Carrillo,

408 presenteq two witnesses, Antonio Machado and Francisco

gign of the cross by their

Se P ,
Pulveda. ne tyo made the

60, Spanish Archives,




droubu .

£it

8 from north to south,

nformation

in , Governor
1a

issued the

Arguello is declared owner in fee
m by the name milijo, bounded by
ional of San Diego, the ncho of
range of San Antonio and the road
California, subject to that which
ted and besides, that the stock of the
ed to graze there in

case of necessity

Five regulations ¢ ccompanied the grant. Neither he

to divide, alienate, or mortgage the

permitted to enclose the land, use it as

to build 1in one year a house which

Should inpe bit,

He was to seek out the proper Judge and
Secup,

1

¢ Juridical Possession. The land was of one square

“8U® in extent, Finally, if any of the regulations were

1, 459 Argilello, © Spediente No. 60, " Spanish Archives,




Colonization ang

10, 1834, while the Deputation dia
of the approval of "The Most
on, the Governor issued a

34, confirming the grant as made

in securing ownership involved the

0

possession. This was done on the 12th
e 33 e . % X 4
of June, 1837, when José Antonio Estudillo, First Alealde and

Judge of the First Instance of the Pueblo of San Diego,

ijo accompanied by the eolindante, or command-
the Rancho Nacional, Santiago E. Arguello, and two

'he judge i

formed the colindante of the purpose

which was to measure and give possession of

of Milijo. As the colindante made no objections,

had the required measurements completed.

The method used in making the measurements was typical
°f California and interesting. The judge appointed two
heasurers gng informed them of their task, after which they
ook the oath

f‘lll'y, T}

that they would discharge their duties faith-

en they measured a cord to the length of one

B, AT
16
L 460-61_“rgﬁell°y "Espediente No. 60," Spanish Archives,
16
Ibid,, 1, 462,
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ick attached to each end. Measure-

point

(euchilla)

running in a nop
hundred varas,
auco, "

comes down to
therly direc-

ﬂaking as a
to the south th

irteen
a to a 1little hill known ag "Piedras de
(steep rock) was fixed as a boundary ang from
jest, thousand (varas) measuring the same
of 1 the "Camino de los Caballos del
de the shores of the Bay from Zagt to
North; not completing the traet granted‘to him con-
taining Eleve Square Leagues as shown by the title
fic:nf?ed the same was occupied by the Rancho
;;;f 'by e "de la yasion?; wher?fore measurements
were cone o the satisfaction of ti
1

ne interested
party and indantes.

The judge then gave juridieal possession.

In the granting of land as described there are two

points of importance. The first had to do with Figueroa's

policy of stipulating that the land should never be sold,

transferred, or mortgaged. This provision attempted to pre-

vent foreigners from buying the land atla low price and in
8

time becoming landowners in California.

The second point of importance is that the offiecial

fleasurements were conducted with an absence of accuracy and
freoision as demanded under American law. This caused much
Utigation 1n 106 years during the American period, but

LR

u 3 Ina 2 i s
lv463~64?rguello' "Espediente No. 60, " Spanish Archives,
18

1 Lels
fﬁnd Grangeld !
Emmlz P

L argaret
System under
theltorens and

ststeyn, "The Expansion of the
h

he last two lMexican Gévernors
Pio de Jesus Pico," 9.

we




itions of the time gave astisfaction. To the
precisely defined boundarieg had ne Practieal sig-
rancheros put up no fences %o keep the neigh-
from running together., mpe owners of the huge
sidered the open lands almost ag g common Pasture,
constituted the Prineipal
rancheroes; Otay rancho was granted for the
purpose of producing hides and tallow; Hilijo was reque ted
Tt tio o Santiago Argliello and his son could
b unt Fade 3 case the grantee Droposed to stock the
place with three hundred head of cattle. He continued stoeck

raising even during the American period. In 1853 he purch-

ased four hundred head of cattle, brought from 3aja California

by Abel Stearns,

$%12,000. These he shortly took to the
20

San Franeisco market.

The next year he sold cattle to

drovers from "up country," the average pay being $32.50 per
21

head,
Probably the oldest house in this district stands at
La Punta on a

hill overlooking the bay and Otay Valley.

Santiago &, Argiiello built this old adobe in the year 1828

T o SR
18

Rovert @, Cleland, The Cattle on a Ihousand Hills,
20

9an Diego, Herald, September 3, 1853.
2L

Ibig,, April 15, 1854,
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ceording to one writer who Visited the place sbout
This date ig Probably oo early
’

petition ang testimony ag given in the
en i 1

the land wag vacant in 1833, A grant
be built within one year, frobably

1e 0ld adobe in 1834 or 1835,

6k

one of

ich grew up about the place,
2

appeared in the Otay Press:
1otels, here at th
i » the 0ld sea cap
1ly te i hen a ship was ge
tie v isted on a pole,
i him, bright
11 flag,

were cor-
€n an old red
and the captain knew
and warm as the color

refuted in the paper's next issue
that ships approached the shore
20 harbor at a distance of four or
distance much too great for
24
small flag,
homestead tell of the
irs held there. The house was

Eha via
t

he birthplace of j 4o Ho Wileox, wife of the captain of

Press, November
23

Otay, Press, November 8, 1888.

November 15, 1888,




Arguello Adobe, ILa Punta

Arguello Adobe, rear view




Ia Puntg was
28

itors ang g trangerg,n

dello claimed Milijo before the Lang
claim on November a5 1852, ang it
mission on Lecember 20, 1853, An

Court was also Trejected on September

ember of 1853, while the case wag being
decided by the ,ommissioners, the Argliellos 80ld the tract to
Jose Antonio Aguirre for »30,000 Payable in three install-

ments of {10,000 each,

Congress passed "An pet to guiet

nd Titles in California, " section seven of which aet

Diego County, Recorder, "Book of Brands,"” 1, 37.

Otay fress, November 8, 1888,

=20id., November 15, 1888.

ol d
feports of Land Cases Determine
“1?\ tates s ‘lcf Court™ Tor The Northern District

eptember 3, 1853.
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31
provided:
. « o that where persons in
consideration have
or

€00d faith and for a
Purchased landg Mexi

hay of lexieca
lch grants have ¢ Pt

c been subge
e 1 quently
or where lands so purchased have been etll
the final survey of any Mexican =

: grant, and
he actual posses-
may purcha

proved, and continued in 4
me. . « Suc Durchasers

£l inbnla s se the
having such lands surveyed under existin
minimum price established by law. o

ct Lofa Guadalupe applied in 1870 for the
purchase of the lilijo grant. Hearings on her claim ended

October 29, 1870. She based her claim for the land as s

purchaser of the place from a Mr. Reiner, who had purchased
the place at a sheriff's sale of the rancho.

In the meantime another disturbing factor entered

the situation; that of the squatter. The Aet of 1851
placed the burden of proof of ownership upon the Mexiecan
grantees, and thus greatly inflamed the minds of land-

hungry settlers inst the large ranch owners. Yhis pro-

Vided what was to them a plausible basis for so-called
Squatter's rights. The settlers of the post-Gold Era were

B0t too respectful of the boundaries of the land grants,

TOr the lure of cheap land had brought imerican immigration

a - n s i Cali-
Cross the continent. When the settlers arrived in Ca

fornia, they found the best land owned by the rancheros,

PN

v 3 . : a ke statutes
at 1 George P, Sawyer, ed., United States Statfis==

arge, 220,
32

X 0.
San Diego, Weekly Union, November By LRy
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who, they said, had too much lang for most of 1t was
3 unocey-
pied. Therefore, they proceedeq to settie on these lang 33
I ands,
The speech of Mariano Alamor

> 1n the historical novel
3

" well describeg the situation'34

So then we became obliged to Present
before said lanﬁd_commission to be examing‘dmaﬁétles
or rejected. While these legal DProceedings areapproved
our lands, whic €y convert into money to fipnt
titles. ient our

nThe Squatter and the Don,

The problem of the squatter was 11lustrateq at La
punta, the ranch house and headquarters of Rancho Milijo.
In the days when the lands were being settled, many made
claims on the rancho. These squatters were generally poor,
Customarily, when the settlers ran low in meat, fifteen or
twenty would select some beef on the range belonging to the
Arguellos and during the night kill it and have a barbecue.
0ften this was their only source of fresh meat,

The case for the purchase of the land by Guadalupe
Argﬁello attracted considerable attention in the county.
dbout sixty witnesses appeared, most of them wishing to
Prevent the sale of the land upon which they had settled.
The settlers involved numbered seventy-five or eighty.
\‘\\

33

350. Loyal, The Squatter and the Don, 21.

k- Ty Hunsicker and Winifred Davidson, "San
g County Place Names."
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General Volney E. Howard was the attorney for

the claimants;
W. H. and D. Cleveland for the settlers,

The Weekly Union, Sympathetic to the settler
N S, stateg
that

The farmers who have settled at the
are among the very best Citizens of ¢

have toiled faithfully, 1 he comnty, and
ing obstacles of drought, etec, to deve a

tural resources of that portio;x of the iop s Rl
settled in good faith, on what they
government land, and expended mch m
their improvements, they naturally feel deep o

where their hard earned homes are at s o5

head of the Bay

The Register of the Land Office in Los Angeles decig-
ed the case on April 7, 1871, in favor of the settlers,
Sehora Arguello immediately appealed to the Commissioner of
the General Land Office, who on February 5x 11871, decided
adversely to her claim and allowed sixty days for further
appeal, When the sixty days elapsed without appeal, the
General Land Office advised that the case was close(i.38
However, on July 3, 1873, Mrs Arguello appealed to the Sec—
Tetary of the Interior, and on October 29, 1873, he also

Gecided against hep application. The case was ended.

\\
36
37San Diego, Weekly Union, November 3, 1870.

sgide, April 13, 1871,
39Ibid., December 12, 1873.
AOM.’ July 24, 1873.

Ibid., November 6, 1873.
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On January 8, 1874, a notice appes

red in the local
Weekly Union advising the settlerg to

make fina3 Proof gng
,yments for their respective lands et
e the office of alse
Ted

James, Register of the Lang Office in Los Angeles,

11. RANCHO DE La NACIon

The Rancho de la Nacidn was Perhaps the most impop_
tant of the Mexican land grants in the gapn Diego County
area excepting the pueblo langs of San Diego, This grant of
some 27,000 acres extended along the bay shore from San Diego
south to La Punta and eastwarg to the base of San Migyel

Mountain. Included in thig area are the towns of

National City and Chula Vista,

Originally known as Rancho del Rey, and allotted for
presidial grazing purposes in 1795, it became known as Ran-
cho de la Nacion when Mexico secured itg independence. The
tract was granted to Don Juan Forster in 1845. 1In 1868 the
grant paased into the hands of Frank A., Warren C., and Levi
Kimball, brothers from New Hampshire. The gift of much of
this lang ¢, the Santa Fe railway interests secured the
Xtension of that railroad to San Diego and National City
In the farly 18g0rg,

The €rantee of Rancho de la Nacion was Juan Forster,
41

San Diego, WEEKIX Union, January 8, 1874.

A

s
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a native of Liverpool, England, who was born on September 16,

1814 After living in the great seaport town for seventeen

jears, he followed his uncle to Mexico in 1831. The uncle,
James Johnson, 2 brother of his mother, Eulana Johnson Fors-
ter, had migrated to Guaymas eight years earlier and there

had established a firm known by the name of Johnson and

pguirre. John Forster went to work for his uncle helping in the
business of trading hides, which were secured in California,

for manufactured articles from New England. ° For a time

Forster helped also in the pearl fishing industry in the

Gulf of California.

For use in its trading and fishing business the firm
operated a two-masted brigantine, the "Facio," which in 1833
Johnson, known as Captain Santiago Johnson, and Forster sailed
to California on a trading voyage. When John Forster re-
turned to Guaymas it was as.@@mmander ff the "Facio".

Three years later at the age of twenty-two, Forster
settled in Alta California, became a Mexican citizen, and
indicated his change in allegiance by taking the name of
Don Juan Forster. In 1837 he married Maria Ysidora Pico,

a sister of Plo Pldo and General Audres Pico. The Forater

family lived in Los Angeles and San Pedro. In the latter

Place Forster became captain of the port. BY 1844 he had

transferred his activities to San Juan Capistrano where He
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4R
pecame a great cattie man.

puring his career Forster acquired the ranchos Mission

viejo and Trabuco, and the ranchos De la Nacion, San Felipe,

: < 4
and Santa Margarita y las Flores in San Diego County.

Forster made his home at San Juan Capistrano Mission
from 1845 to 186/4. After the purchase of Santa Margarita y
las Flores in 1864, he moved there to spend the rest of his
life, for he died at his ranch home on February 25, 1882.

As has been mentioned, the tract of land known as
Rancho del Rey had been set aside for presidial grazing
purposes in 1795 and was administered by the commandante of

the Presidio at San Diegoﬁ When the Mexican revolution
terminated, all lands which had formerly belonged to the
Crown became the national lands of Mexico. The tract then
became known as Rancho de la Nacion, often briefly called
Rancho Naeional. In 1828 the rancho was kept up in a manner

and furnished meat and horses for the government troops.

42 .
Laguna Beach, South Coast News, April 13, 1937.

Terry E. Stephenson, "Forster vs. Pico," Histori-
izl Szciety of Southern California, Quarterly, XV1l (1935)
3=4
b
Laguna Beach, South Coast News, April 13, 1937.
5

R. W. Brackett, Histor
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Weststeyn, "Expansion of the Land Grant System™, 6.




occasiﬂnal mirmurs were heard at that time that the cattle

were almost exhausted. Consequently, all the tithes of
cattle were added to the rancho. It was reported that the
stock in 1828 consisted of 250 cattle amd 25 horses.47

on July 3, 1843, Juan Forster petitioned the Cali-
fornia government for the grant of the rancho. He stated
that he owned more than a thousand head of stock of various kinds,
mostly cattle. The request was to be for the benefit of
his family who had grown up in California. N

José Antonio Estudillo had previously obtained a
concession for the land, but had allowed his title to lapse
because of his inability to carry out the provisions of the
grant. After ascertaining this fact and with the knowledge
that the place had been vacant for ten years, Governor
Micheltorena granted Juan Forster a provisional title on
July 26, 1843. This provisional grant was given with the
reservation that as long as the govenrment might find it
necessary it should be allowed to keep cattle and horses on
the ranch. The grantee, however, could commence his improve-

ments and cultivation immediately.

————————

K7
Bancroft, History of California, 1, 546.
48

te, Spanish Archives,
491, for De la Nacion."

California, Secretary of Sta
V, 465, Juan Forster, "Espediente No.
49

Ibid., V, 466.
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on December 11, 1845, Plo Pico, Governor of California

gecreed that Forster was the owner of the land as provisional-

1y granted by Micheltorena. The concession provided that

Forster might enclose the land and devote it to any use which
was convenient. He was required to build within one year on
the land a house which should be inhabited. The grant con-
tained approximately six square leagues.50

On May 8, 1846, the Assembly referred the petition to
the committee on Vacant Lands, and on the 22nd the committee
recommended that the grant be made. The Assembly gave final
approval to the grant on June 3, 1846.

The Alcalde at San Diego, Santiago E. Arguello,
assisted by José R. Argﬁello and Francisco M. Alvarado, on
August 25, 1846, measured the land and gave possession
thereof to Don Juan Forster. The boundaries were run:

Commencing at the edge of the beach (playa) thence
in a North East direction fifteen thousand varas, the
line terminating at the ojoaji (Spring) of the serro
(hill) of San Miguel at which point an aliso was
marked. Whereupon being on the Sauco (alders) the
boundary of the Punta de Ohjai, the line was run to
sy the North West two thousand varas terminating on the
o ¥ high road at the loma (hill) which forms the Canada
of Los Chollas, at which point a stake was driven.
Vhereupon the measurements were concluded, which
measurements gave the Rancho six square leagues, &
little more or less, according to the least calcu-
lations that could be made.

—— e R R

50 n
Forster, "Espediente No. 491, for De la Nacion,
Spanish Archives, V, 466.
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At the conclusion of:the measuring Forster was placed in
Juridical possession,l

Forster filed claim for the land on November 6, 1852,
before the United States Land Commission, which confirmed
the grant on October 24, 1854. The grant as finally allowed
by the United States contained 26, 631, 94 acres.s2 The
patent signed by President Andrew Johnson for "de la Nacionf
was registered at San Diego on February 27, 1866.

The Rancho remained in Don Juan's hands until 1856
when, on September 22, he sold the place to Jules B. Bayerque
for a sum of $25,000. The title passed to Romano Bayerque
and then to Francois L. A. Pioche. It was from Mr. Pioche
that in January of 1868 Frank A. and Warren C. Kimball
purchased the 26,000-acre grant. The purchase price on this
last sale was $30,OOO.54

These two and a third brother, Levi W. Kimball, im-
mediately laid off the townsite of National City and started

the modern development of the south bay area, the story of

— e

51 5 "
Forster, "Espediente No. 491, for De la Nacion,
Spanish Archives, V, 466.

2 .
é Hoffman, Reports of Land Cases, Aooendix, 63

" 1,7.
53San Diego County, Recorder, nBook of Patents, s
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which follows in the next chapters. Immediately the land
increased in value, the Kimballs refusing to sell it for

$130,000 in 1871,

55
Brackett, History of the Ranchos, 69.



CHAPTER IV
THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL CITY

The Kimball brothers, Frank A., Warren C., and Levi
W., came to California from New Hampshire in 1860. In San
Francisco and Oakland the three set up the firm of "Kimball
Brothers® which engaged in business as building contractors.

Farly in January, 1868, Frank Kimball decided to re-
tire from the firm and seek a more healthful climate. His
search carried him to the southern part of the state, where
after six months he discovered the opportunity for which he
was looking.l In June of the same year he, with his brother
Warren, purchased the Rancho Nacional for the sum of $30,000.

At that date not a house had been built in or south
of San Diego since the United States government army barracks
were completed in 1852. The purchase of the six miles of
water front was made in such dull times because the brothers
were much pleased with the harbor's potential capacity for
commerce, the climate of the region, and rich soil with its

vast range of productions.

e

Earle Marble, "The California Southern," The
Golden Era, XXXV1 (1887) , 703.
2

Abstract Title Company, "Abstract of Title,"
February 3, 1906.

National City, Record, March 18, 1886.
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During the next month, July, 1868, the surveying and
subdividing of the property began under the direction of
George Se Morrill. Immediately following the survey, the
plat of National City was prepared. Blocks of two and one
half acres, including the surrounding streets, were laid out.
The streets were eighty feet wide and ran in the direction
of South 7lU West. Avenues were at right angles to the
streets and of the same width, except National Avenue, the
east boundary of the town, and Eighth Avenue which were one
hundred feet wide. The exterior lines of the blocks were
250 feet on all streets and avenues.

The task of clearing the land at the new townsite
ended and construction of the residence of Frank A, Kimball
started on August 1, 1868. This was the first house in
National City. Progress in the new town lagged, however,
for in 1869 only twelve houses were erected inANational City

as compared to over four hundred in San Diego.

In 1869 General M.C. Hunter, acting as attorney for

the Memphis and El Paso Railroad Company, entered into an
agreement with Frank and Warren Kimball, the owners of
National City. Bonds conditional under a forfeiture of two
million dollars to locate the terminus of that trans-conti-

nental railroad at National City were issued. The Memphis

4 :
National City, Record, September 28, 18829
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and E1 Paso made a failure of its attempt to build to the
coast, and, as a result. the bonds were turned over as a
portion of the bankrupt corporation. There they remained
until Colonel T. A. Scott and the Texas and Pacific Company
arrived upon the scene.

Colonel Scott!s appearance in 1871 gave National City
its second railroad boom which continued until 1873. Scott
had purchased the charter and franchise of the Memphis and
El Paso Company. As an inducement to the new company to
build to the bay region, San Diego gave nine thousand acres
of city land on a verbal promise. The National City devel~
opers would not accept a verbal agreement, but entered into
a bond with the parties representing the new Texas and
Pacific Company in return for a donation of eleven thousand
acres of the National Ranch and one half of the National
City tract. The failure of Colonel Scott and the Texas and
Pacific Company in the panic and financial troubles of 1873
returned to the Kimball brothers, by the limitations of the

bond, the eleven thousand acres and the National City

5
property. With the collapse of the boom in 1873 over one

half of the population of National City zithdrew. Times

were indeed dull in the struggling town.

5
National City, Record, March 18, 1886.

6
Ibid., September 28, 1882.
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In 1878 Frank Kimball entered into correspondence
with the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway Company and
in June of the next year proceeded to Boston. While there
he entered into bonds with G. B. Wilbur and Lucius G. Pratt
who were authorized by the Board of Directors of the Santa
Fe Company to execute papers for the building of a railway
from San Diego Bay to Yuma.7

Later, in 1879, a consolidation of the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe with the Saint Louls and San Francisco
railroad brought about a reorganization of those companies
with the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company. An agree-
ment was made among the three roads to "build and complete
the Atlantic and Pacific railroad to the Needles, on the
Colorado River, before making any move in the state of
California." The time required for such construction was

estimeted to be two or three years. Again by the limita-

tions of the bond, the lands belonging to the Kimballs were
8

surrendered and returned.

Early in 1880 Frank Kimball went east in another
attempt to secure the railroad!s construction. The same
general offer as had just been rejected was made to a

Boston syndicate headed by the president of the Santa Fe

7
National City, Record. September 28, 1882.

8
Ibid., March 18, 1886.




This offer was accepted on

a Vi .
company, Thomas Nickerso:

July 23 1880.
The resulting agreement included the following points.

The California Southern Company was to be formed and a road

of standard gauge constructed from San Diego Bay to connect

with the Atlantic and Pacific railroad in California. Work

was to begin at the earliest possible moment, and before

January 1, 1881, the company was to have completed twenty

miles of road, starting at San Diego Bay, or have performed

in good faith work which was the equivalent. Work and con-

tracts not less than $250,000 in amount should constitute

the equivalent. Before July 1, 1882, at least 116 miles were

to tb completed, The connection with the Atlantic and Paci-

fic should take place before January 1, 188,. If these

conditions were not met, trustees were to hold the donated
10

lands in trust for the original donors.

The lands donated in return for the construction of

the railroad consisted of 10,000 acres of land in the

National Ranch and National City. Certain lands already

s0ld were excepted. Included in the donated lands were the

unsold properties belonging to the Kimball brothers, the

property of the San Diego Bay Land Company, and the Kimball

g
National City, Record, March 18, 1886.

10
Marble, "The California Southern," 708-09.
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Brothers Water Company. The brothers also agreed to sell no

1and within fifteen miles of San Diego Bay for a period of

s except on behalf of the new land syndicate which

to be formed. The new syndicate, which had the handling
of the railway holdings as its purpose, consisted of Frank
A, Kimball, Warren C. Kimball, Kidder, Peabody, and Company,
B. P. Cheney, George B. Wilbur, Lucius G. Pratt, and Thomas
Nickerson.

Frank Kimball agreed to purchase for sale to the
syndicate the following properties at a price not greater

than that indicated:

6,661 acres. .$7,000.
2,220 acres. $3,775.

Otay Rancho. « . « . s
. 1.700 acres. . . .17,000.

Janal Rancho ( ) .« «
Horton Tract. « « «
Cleveland Tract . .
McLaren Tract . « «

20 acres. .12,000.
40 acres. . 25285

In addition he was to secure a tract of four hundred acres
for a reservoir for the National Ranch at & price of not

more than $2,000.
Upon delivery of the deeds for the above to the syn-—

dicate, the Boston financiers agreed to pay the Kimballs

$100,000 for their five sixths interest in the properties

and the syndicate. The two Kimball brothers {itained a

one twelfth interest each in the new company.

R Y
Frank A. Kimball, et al., narticles of Agreement,"

July 26, 1880.




The California Southern Railroad wag chartered opn

october 12, 1880, for the purpose of building a line frop

National City to San Bernardino, the Proposed junction point

with the Atlantic and Pacific road. Benjamin Kimball of

Boston became president of the company and Frank A, Kimball
one of the directors. Work began on the railroad in Novem—

ber of 1880. The first rail was laid without fanfare at

National City in June following. oOn July 27, 1881, the first

"special" train left National City. By November, 1882, the

12
road was completed to Colton on the Southern Pacific line.

Daily passenger service between National City and Colton

i
began on March 19, 1883.

Here trouble developed for a time because the South—

ern Pacific secured an injunction preventing the crossing of

their line and the extension to San Bernardino. The Cali-
fornia Southern threatened to sell out to the Southern
Pacific interests, but Frank Kimball prepared tolenforce

the bong conditions and the plan to sell failed. These

dii‘fic\llties, however, cleared up and by September 13, 1883

1]
he Company completed the line to San Bernardino.

s

il
12

¥lliam E. Smythe, History of San Diego, 4045
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rrains ran for a few months on the road before a more
serious blow fell. In February, 1884, great storms washed
out the road in Temecula Canyon. Over thirty miles of track
were carried away; scarcely one hundred yards remained in-
tact between Ocenaside and Temecula. Timbers drifted one
hundred miles out to sea. Funds for repairs were raised by
a second mortgage and the line was repaired at a cost of
more than $250,000. Later, a new route to Santa Ana from
Ocemnside replaced the direct line east through Temecula
Canyon, causing the abandonment of the latter line.

In 1885 through traffic to the East began over the
California Southern, On November 15 the first train left for
the East. Six days later the first train from across the
continent arrived in National City.l

By contract the western terminal , shops, and wharves
were to be located at National City. The railroad owners
laid out terminal grounds " larger than any in the United

States," erected temporary shops, to be replaced with brick

buildings, equal to those built at Sacramento by the Central
16

Pacifics The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, which e

assumed control of the California Southern in April, 1886,

15 5
smythe, History of San Diego, 4045,

National City, Record, March 18, 1886.
17
Ibid., April 22, 1886.
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. atepmined to make & I and abandon its "un-
as  C : 18
y Pedro. The comp sated further:

joke that Los Angeles and San

es are a part of the "back country”
but it is fast being recognized as a
and the railroads are among the first

to see it.

in spite of such apparent support by the Santa Fe,

inery and men were"temporarily" removed from the

the maehl
National City shops in 1889, Hope that a change in the
management of the Santa Fe would affect a restoration of
the National City shops and offices did not materialize.lg
Since that time the shops at Hational City have been un-

important, while the road from Los Angeles has been a

ranch line, not the main line to the East as planned by

the local developers,
New settlers began to arrive soon after the laying

out of the town of National City. Among the first was

Theron Parsons who in his diaries gave details of early

happenings. TLand in the tgixties sold for twenty-five dol-

lars an acre with four years %o Daye In June of 1870
Elizabeth Gilman Starr opened her new school. Three years

after the arrival of the Kimballs an express two-horse

vassenger carriage service to San Diego Was established

B PR
the

San Diego Iand and Town Company, Guide to the
San Diego Bay Region, 18.
—_— __% Bay Hegilon

National City, Record, April 23, 1889.
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20
Parsons. In January, 1873, National City
21 E
ation of two hundred.
_In this same year the Kimball brothers constructed a
wharf at their new townsite. On October 1 the first steam-
snip ever to navigate the bay as far as National City lay

22
e This steamer, the "Orizaba," and others

soon were frequent callers at the new pler;

Another early arrival at the new wharf was the schoon-
er "Johanne" which in August, 1873, docked with poles and
wire for the military telegraph line which was o run from
National City to Prescott, Arizona. Construction of the
line began on Qectober 4, 1873, under Captain William E, Dove,
commanding Company B, Twelfth Infantry, which was detailed
for the work. The line, erected under eivilian foremen,
reached Prescott on November 19.25

The beginning of the construction on the california
Southern railroad cauged & boom complex 0 Spread oves
National City. A correspondent to the San Diego Union

R4
wrote:
Theron Parsons, Lxtract from his piaries,”

June 6, 1870.
1

2 P .
San Diego, Wieekly Union, January 6 LTS

22

Ibid., October 3, 1871.
23

Ibid., November 20, 1873.
24

San Diego, Union, October 2, 1881,
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anguine of our future, and

cannot be denied that most of

t thaet National City was cutting
. « Since the railroad co

ured 38,000 acres of land on and a
¥ miles of water front in

owned and being improved by the

said Company has erected machine
blacks h shops, warehouses, coal

roundhouses, and a wharf, and laid seversl
track, th more to lay on the terminal

; since houses are going up on every hand and

d exceeds supply; since hotels and boarding houses

111 to overflowing, and every man, woman, and

1i1d has employment, . . .3 and since, in view of

these little improvements, with ships unloading their

cargoes, lighters and steam tugs in constant use, it is

not strange we should be so set up in our own estimation.

oining

The population of the new town, over one half of HNew

England parentage, gquickly set up business establishments,

Large brick kilns began operating in 1881. The International

Hotel opened under the management of the San Diego Land and

Town Company in 1882. Frank Burgess began printing the
Other business

Jational City Record on September 28, 1882.

erprises included general stores, a jewelry sStore, a

several carpenter

bakery and restaurant, & planning mill,

and numerous real

am implement warehouse, hotels,
25
estate offices.

to

During 1887 the residents presented a petition
County asking for

the Board of Supervisors of San Diego
One hundred twenty-five

incorporation of Hational City.

—e e

25 - i
National City, Record, February

tember 28, 1882, ULecember 26, 1886.

4, 1884; Sep-
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lkiay 16. The election to

officers, held on July 23

<0,

to 3 in favor of incorporation.

the votes and offiecially declared

City to be & munieipal corporation of the sixth

fhe liquor int

error in some of the notices and bulletins an

election and protested that the incorporation

and the election of officers were illegal, Therefore, a

ordered for September. This second election
27

avored ir

In June 1887, Frank Knox of /oodland, California,

ncorporation by 190 votes to 16.

the construetion of & carriage factory at Twenty-

Street and National Ave. The new organization

v developed into & leading industry, turning out

£ han
es and light wagons. The factory completed more t
t i A er-
twenty vehicles a week during the pirst few months of oP
t1 AT W i neorporated
tion, Later in the same year the company was incorporate

with a capital atock of

National Carriage Company,

Netional City, Record, July 28, 1887.

Ibid., September 15, 1887.
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Steele Block, National City

National Carriage Factory
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the California Southern gresat

plans, none of which material-

'ne first and most talked-of was the so-

from tional City to Yuma over the route of

ilway. From 1886 to 1890

go and Arizona

for the Bee Line appeared hopefully in the p:

Bernardino Times Index reported actual con-

struction on the road. In the same period the Record

ounced a plan by the International Development Company of

Mexico to complete in 1887 a standard gauge railroad from
National City to Ensenada and thence to Ia Paz, Baja Cali-

In 1888 the San Diego and

nia, and to Yuma, Arizona.
Ensenada Railwey surveyed its line from National City to the
he

In June of that year the telegraph line of ©

ope to E i i elimi-
pened to Ensenada, while in December & pr

T rvey 5 £ I m to lLnsenada.
nery survey was completed from the Monument
kine establi ts opened for business in 1887.
king lishments op usin

organized in the
A

k of National City was

rown Company in haye.

Citizens'

office of the San Diego Land and

_——

28 1887,

1887; Febru-

- 5
Nationsl City, Record, December 19,

ZgIbid., June 27, 1889; September 28,

ary 2, 1888,

Otay, Press, June 21, 1888.
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National City Bank, opened its doors during

The

)

O,
in the Warren C. Kimball Block,

sjummary of e ye

ar 1887 revealed a $600,000 build-

rd. Real estate

transactions averaged +60,000 per

month, or nea our million dollars for the year. Iumber

sales amounted to $215,000, carriage factory sales were

, Olive oil sales were $9,000, and

shipping amount to three million dollars in value.

Nation-
al City's population was estimated to be 1,500 at the time.oo
Darly in the next year a franchise for a railroad
cireling the bay from San Diego to Coronado was issued. The
promoters of the Coronado Railroad, or Belt Line as it was
more often designated, were H. L. Story amd =. 5. Babeock,

of Coronado Beach, who used this project as &n

$heir main development. The road's purpose was

to 1 : i n the Bast
to provide a means for running Pullman cars ZTom %1

ek . m 5 1 n operation in
Urectly to Hotel del Coronado. The line bega

a4 n s Angeles
, and soon ran excursions directly from Los Angt
5 %1 e consisted
o Coronado. Typicel excursion grains on the 1in
b z g capable of
°f two or three "double-decker passenger oar P
4

tarrying fifty passengers,
R,

g september 1, 1887,

a, May 20.
National City, RecoX
5 sees=—s

32 P 7.
Ivid., December 12, 189 e, b6
95 pieturesque San 2285
Douglass Guan, E1OS—=—=""
Vighor 21, 1888-
Otay, Press, Jume =%
ay,
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Belt Line was being built, tion-

pst street cars. The Seventh Avenue

owned by J. C. Crenshaw, began operation in

fipst cars were horse drawn, light, the

, and the track poor; their operation was
35

After a brief

suspension of operations for repairs and reconstruction,
satisfactory service began in the fall. The line provided
frequent service from the California Southern depot to

2
Bight Street and Highland uvenue,d6 two widely separated

sections of the town.

Perhaps the most important event of 1888 was the
weetwater dam and irrigation sy
8 included the

completion of the S stem.
5 established during 188

The industrie
National City Soap

jorks and the

National City Reduction
fined gold ore from A

rizona,

The reduction works re

tory.
rnardino County, and san Diego =5
forty-five tons

1888 when the

Low o s z

Lower California, San Be
County. The plent had a capacity of daily.
nto the summer of

Boom times continued 3
to the tax 1ist, amounted to

DProperty valuation, according

L
» 18, 1888

35
National City, Record Octobe
36 e L 4 o
San Diego Land and Town Co., 281 piego Bay Region, ©
37
Infra, 67-69.
1888; Juné 13, 1889.

%8
Netional C1i%y, Record, July B
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¢7,250,000-- an increase of o
42,250, - ne hundred per cent over the
previous year's valuation. But hard times soon co

mmenced
to be felt. Although land sales continu

- ed, a different i
atti-

tude among the buyers was evident. No longer did th

e pros-

pective purchaser stand in line to be the first to bu
y a

corner lot in a new section. Instead he took his time
1 4

prospected the land at his leisure, and took advantage of

the great decrease in prices. Ten acres could now be had
0

(1889) for the previous price of a corner lot. By the

niddle of 1889 the city had lost nearly 10,000 population.

Among the causes of the decline in population were the

general depression throughout the nation and the loss of con-
1
idence in the region due to the removal of the railroad

shops.
A minor event which caused great temporary loss of
great permanent loss, was the Santa

population, and perhaps a
Early in March of 1889

Clara gold rush in Lower California.
the Ensenada newspaper made an announcement of a rich strike

n fifty miles east of th

A report in the Record stated

in the Santa Clara regiol at city and

135 miles from National City.

29
otay, Press, August 16, 1888.

cord, March 13>

40
National City, Re s 1890.

ty-nine Years Ago," II,
ik y improbable-

AL
Ad Pearson, "San Diego Fo
16. This figure is so large that it 1s highl,

———
T
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ntire population of the bay region has been stark
staring, raving, gold-mad. There has been one

impulse to reach the gold fields first. Doctors
left their patients, lawyers have abandoned their

the e
mad,
great

have s
clients; merchents have consigned their stocks to under-
1ings while thay went to investigate the new El Dorado,

2nd mechanics have ZLeft their tools and their employers
to shift for themselves.

Forty-eight firms and men of National City declared themselves

as not_going to the goldfields. Berth rates doubled on the

south coast steamer to Ensenada within twenty-four hours

after the first announcement. Regular National City and Otay

trains became so crowded with gold seekers that the trains

ran in sections to Tia Juana. Everyone except the brakeman
on a California Southern train deserted for the fields. Soon,

however, returning parties brought word of played-out glines

and most of the National City civic leaders returned. With

their homecoming ended the last great event of importance

before 1890 in National City.

5 1889; March 24, 1889.

National City, Record, March 7,




CHAPTER V
THE SAN DIEGO LAND AND TOWN COMPANY

The San Diego Land and Town Company was a corporation
composed almost entirely of stockholders and directors of
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway. This group of
Boston calitalists came into possession of thousands of acres
of land in the bay region by virtue of the contracts entered
into at the time of the construction of the California South-
ern Railroad. These gifts of the Kimball brothers and the
city of San Diego, supplemented by purchases, gave the rail-
road owners a total of forty thousand acres in the vicinity
of San Diego, National City, and the Rancho Naciomal. The
San Diego Land and Town Company was organized to develop

these lands.
Because lands a hundred miles north were selling at

$100 to $250 an acre and because the stream of settlers com-

ing to California was increasing, the owners decided through

the company to develop the land. This was to be done by means

of a new exclusive town, Chula Vista; a railroad, the Nation-
al City and Otay Railroad; and the hugh Sweetwater dam and

irrigation project. The company determined to furnish the
land "with water, roads, railroads, and all that was neces—
sary and convenient." All this was done "in the present

e

R




" months of purchase, a house of modern style costin

64

califomia style-- in advance of settlement.m
The corporation set aside a large 5,000-acre section
of land on the south side of the Sweetwater Valley as the
site of their new town and orchard development which they
pamed Chula Vista and chose Colonel William G. Dickinson to
direct the subdivision. Colonel Dickinson came directly
from Kansas where he had laid out several towns; his experi-
ence admirably fitted him for his position as general
manager.2
In 1886 Chula Vista consisted of but four houses on
National Avenue with a windmill for a water supply. Then
came the graders and surveyors to clear the land and lay off
the tract. The land east of National Ave was laid off
into forty-acre blocks; those west of National Avenue were
of sixty élCres.3 These blocks were subdivided into lots of
five acres, each lot facing an eighty-foot street.
The subdividers placed restrictions upon the purchase
of land in Chula Vista. The five-acre lots could be purch-

ased only by those who would agree to build, within six

g not less

——e B e

Guide to the San

1

san Diego Land and Town Company s
_Diego Bay Region, 12.

2

Earle Marble, "The California Sou
den Era, XXXvl (1887), 709.

thern," The Gol-

l

ngrowth of the otay pistrict,”

Robert T. Vaughan
H 1941.

The Chula Vista Star, August 15,
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then $2,000, THLS 2OUSS RAE VO DEISSE baok 125 Weet fren
s pr was 3e1 at 1nd

the Streebe = i indred dollars an

houses were of

wn Gompany spent

condueted nation-wic

ertising

campaigns in which folders

ribution were sent

out in be

the end of 1887 the improve-

ment, amounted to more than

rtising and the improvements

settlers. The Record listed thirty-

A L

in December, 1887, one year after the

one hundred houses were list-

4 a5 under o =

construction.

In 1888 a new policy in regard to land sales was

lntp

g Oduced, The company offered to every man who applied
& twent

Acre tract furnished with water, on condition that

\\

4

5 J 1 iego Ba
% M’/k‘*%'lvdle‘;o Land and Town Company, San Diego

2

24-2

1887.

; tional City, Record, September 8,

viﬁiil, December 22, 1887.

San Diego Iand and Town Company, 10C. S22
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h trees and care of the orch-

+

to furnish one half

The company agreed

trees. At the end of the five years

the planter, while ten acres of
8

was available for sale by the company.

The Land d Town Company employed other promotion

schemes. Among these was the building of houses for rent

or sale. These houses, large six- to ten-room affairs, were
modern and contained running water piped directly from the

new Sweetwater dam. By this procedure the new settler was

enabled to buy a completed homestead which he could occupy
9

immediately upon his arrival.

By the close of 1890 there were 490 acres of land

planted to orange and lemon orchards in Chula Vista; 370

acres were privately owned and 120 acres were planted and
10

owned by the Land and Town Company.
The work involved in clearing the land of brush and
Preparing it for planting was great. In order to aceomplish

this at the 1eambiofEtuths conpany SEDISIErCIELERERaIEEneE s

Y s . s i amo.
The presence of the Asictics caused somé eriticism among

Americans., Complaints were made thet the Chinese were

Otay, Press, December 17, 1888.

National City, Record, January 10, 1889.

Ibid., January 1, 1891.

[}
‘
{
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i across frontie a4 3
gmiggled across rontier from Lower California from whence
E fmuw,tl“ir way to National City or Chula Vista and

ta ar em=

3lcymeﬂt.

aged twenvy

creat proje Sar i L
g project of the San Diego Land and

construction of the Sweetwater dam.

located i the Sw wa.
ocated in the Sweetwater Gorge seven miles east of

B T s : ¢ =
for domestic and irrigation purposes in the National City
’

Chula Vista, and adjacent areas. The construction of the dam
was considered one of the major engineering feats of the time
beceuse of its size. The length of the dam at the top was
396 feet, its thickness varied from 46 to 12 feet, while 1%s
rials used were solid

with a

t measured 90 feet. The mate
servoir covering 700 acres
eam from the dam.

heig
granite and cement. A Te

apacity of 21,000 acre feet formed upstr
and the dam was compl
$200,000.

I}

Work began on November 17, 1886, eted
12
The total cost amounted b0

on ipril 7, 1888.
t were let to Hamilton

Contracts for the projec and
x with sixty men,
actors for th

Burkhart who began the WoT put in the next
the old contr

e santa Fe

month Proctor and Null,
Railway, took over the works /hese;same contractors also

pecember 15, 1887.

11
National C1ty, Record,

= mown Companys San Diego Ba¥

San Diego Land and

Region, 16.

S

——
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68
National City and Otay Railroad. MNr, J. D,
13

ineer in charge of construction,

ill overlooking the dam-site a tent city

red fhe population of city consisted of workmen

who cleared the valley lands lying between the two high

water marks, secured the materials for the dam from the
quarries, or worked on the dam itself. The workmen used i

sources whenever possible in building

anite, three ©

o

the dem. They quarried blocks of g

in weight, a short distance down the gulch from the d

@

carried them to the dam by wagon. Sand and small rock wer
14

1€ dame

taken from the river bed above

celebrated the completion of t

ional Ci

of the water to their city by & big water festival

held on 4April 19, 1888. It was the largest celebration held

tv

up to that time in National City. The new city band

in public for the first time, The Coronado Belt Line ran its

first trains from National City and San Diego on

Y

he National City and Ota Railway carried erowds from S

Diego and all bay points., Lt was estimated

ffair which included music,

sand persons attended the

o
]
o
——
T
—_—

speeches, and the exhibition of fruits. <Yhe Otay Press i

13

5
National City, Record, January 13, 1887.

Ibid., December 12, 1887.
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om the 1ch an(
could be raised without
expect of this land in

ystem began a new era in the

Henceforth the development

ardening took the place of grain
The ample supply of water made

riculture.

1e system was not entirely smooth at

August 13, 1889, the Circuit Court, sitting in

rendered a decision against the San Diego Land

y in favor of a certain George Neale. The

decision provided that a writ of injunction was to issue

ructing the natural flow

1e company ,from obst
from flood-

etwater River through eale's land and

ges of

land unless the company paid him dama
within thirty

7.50, the assessed value Neale's land,
s needed in

land in question involved 350 acre

servoir basin.
d been to puild the dam only

The originael intention ha
o sell his

ime Neale offered b

'ty feet high, and at that ©
: ter,
lang fop $30,000, or almost $50 dollars &n acre. Ia

m ninety feet high, the

n it was decided to build the da

—

5
Otay, Bress, April 26, 1888.




the land but the lowest figure
n acre. As all the other land
or sixty to seventy-five

nsidered this an exorbitant

which the Circuit
Court ordered to be done within thirty days.lG

After offering Neale $75,000 in cash, the company be-
an drawing off water from the dam at the rate of 100,000,000

gallons ¢ 2 e : :
gallons & day until by December the water was only twenty-six

the dam, or four feet below the level of

Since the water remaining was only one twelfth
g

capacity of the reservoir, the company feared a water

h the San Diego

. Accordingly, they negotiated wit

Flume Company whereby surplus water from the flumivwould be

diverted into the Sweetwater River above the dam.

Much litigation took place until FebruaTy, 1891, when

a new trial was ordered. 4s this put the case back to 2
situation similer to that proceding the trial, the two Par-
perms of this

ties arrived at & compromise agreemente

"

B

16
Netional City, Record, August 29, 1889
7

Ibid., July 31, 1891.

IR
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18
ompromise were not disclosed.
compT O

rhe National City and Otey Railway was the third

Diego Land and Town Company. 5San Diego

County issued franchises for the rail net-

1886. On December 27, 1886, the Land

@

d the organization of the National i

ilway Company. They also prepared and filed

¢ity and Otay

articles of incorporation at the same time., The charter

called for routes from National City to Otay, San Diego,

Sweetwater Valley, and Spring Valley. Officers of the cor- |
poration were William G, Dickinson, president, Frank A. Kim- 9
ball, vice president, and 5.A. Hornbeek, secretary-

treasurer,

——

gan at San Diego early in

June 16. Zxten-

Construction on the road be

1887 and was completed to National City by
sion of the network continued for some time until in 1888

the 1ine consisted of MbFe Shas Shmwty WETUEIEEEERES e
rail route began at Fifth and L gtreets in San Diego ane
Tan to a qepot at Sixth Avenue and rwenty-fourth Street =
east on Twenty

" -fourth
Yational City. It then proceeded
n gistrict and int

e

o Sweetwater Valleye

Street to the "terrace ded
: line procee
The 1ine branched at Sweetwater Junctionj one

e
iy 19, 1891.
18Hationsl City, Record February *

19 1886.

Ibid., December 30,
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through Bonita, Sunnyside, and Bonnie

La Presa, while the main line con-

the 5,000-acre Chula Vista develop-

1itland, Oneonta, ai ia Juana From

oneonta stage coacnes provided transportation to the lMonument.
20

of the line was in excess of 5,200,000,

tensions were planned but never carried into

effect because of the collapse of the boom in 1889 and 1890,

It had been planned to build the line eastward up the Otay
21
Valley, and an exter

gion from La Presa %o Lakeside, a dis-
22
tance of fifteen miles, received 2 favorable reporb. In
1889 it was rumored that the line would connect with the
Peninsular Railway of Lower Californias whose sSurveys ran
23
from Tia Juana to Ensenadsand Go Yuma.

The road was of standard gauge, used six by eight

-pound rails. Heavier

h ties, and originally had thirty

rails replaced the original ones 112141888 pecause the

fic was greater than expectede.

B san Diego

Fran Mandeville, Elx_‘i’gﬁ_'_s Guide to San DI°&S

and Vieinity,
2

Otay, Fress,
22

ey 10, 1888.

Ibid., July 19, 1888.
: X 7 1889.
leatione,l city, Record, February 24,
24 9 -
otay, Eress, April 5, 1889
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rded int 3t ] i
2d interesting descriptions of the

¢ i
d described the new engine which arrived

machinery, and it is built like an

the "San Miguel" having si3 3
1 1 Miguel" having six drivers and weighing twenty-six
L. A ¥
tons The G ix i :
S Phe locomotives received names as well as numbers
: S & -
Among those named before 1890 were the "National City," the {
vy s vne

"Chula Vista," the™S
hula Vista the"Sw € " 5 11 t
i e"Sweetwater," the "San Miguel," and the

The es i
The early passenger cars were "get on double sets of
truck i1 " : i

ks like regular railroad coaches,” The first cars had

when the

o

eats N1 e 3 s T
S running lengthwise of the coach. However,

re remodeled the seats faced forward. At the same

time ratt: v > 1 -
time rattan seats "with comfortable curves" were installed.

ter the cars had been carpeted, they had g1l the appoint-
ments of a first class car." Open passenger and excggsion

cay £ R a3+ =5
ars in addition to regular style coaches were used.

—_—

25

National City, Record, LB8Y

November 10,

1888.
Ibid., June 14, August 16, 15985 National C1%¥, i
Record, November 11, December 15, 1887.
28

Otay, EFress, August 16,

National City, Record, April 65 1887.
29 EETIE,
otay, Bress, February 7s 1889«
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-

travel from the

Company reported that 422,000

carried during bl first eleven months of oper-

come that the schedule

the taffie D
year of operation called for twenty-
tive trains daily from National City: six to Otay and ‘Oneon-
o1
ta. five to La Presa, and fourteen to Chula Vista.
As the land boom progressed special excursions, de-

signed to show prospective land owners the whole south bay
area, were introduced. These sixty-mile excursions left San
Diego early in the morning and proceeded to Sweetwater Dam

Where an } e g 2 *
an hour was devoted to marvelling at the great engi-

From there

ring achievement and the mountain sScenery.

the tpay . 1
train carried the visitors through Chula vista and 0tay

%0 On + + q
leonta. At Oneonta & stop for dinner was made at the new

Qotel | aft 2 i .
, 8fter which the trata conbinuet SENGCEEES Juana. At
.

18 Juans I o P, T
2 Juana an opportunity. to visit old Mexice presented it

o . 5 . } o
A stage line ran from Tia Juana across the border b

Tuana Hot Springs on the old Santiast Arguello

4o San Diego in ®

pleted " Short

ime to

Lang

(s 4
==3e. The exeursion returned

[
“%eh the evening train over the newly coOm

k____
=

30
Mandeville, Guide to San Diego &nd

Vicinity, 37-

31
Nationsl City, Record, February 16, 1888.

9
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July 26, 1888.

number of passeng
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1rsions and other traffiec

carried on a
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CHAPTER V1

BOOM TO

1t date Lwrote the editor of the Record
are only nine cities laid out about the
e as follows, in their order: Otay, Tia
San Diego, South Cotonado, uoronadé
Pacific Park, International City, and "Head

" It has not been a good season for new
her, 1

other cities promoted by professional "boomers™ and real

£

estate firms brought the total number to well above a dozen
in the region between San Diego and the border.

Towns were laid out on paper and sold at auetions
twenty miles away. Brass bands and auctions were to be seen
on street corners in San Diego selling lofs at San Miguel
and else'.v‘nere.2 Special exeursions ran to newly subdivided
lands where on the opening day the crowds thrilled to bal-

loon ascensions. Auctioneers told wild tales of the possi-

bility hi were
bilities of the section. When the boom collapsed things
v 3. 5 h Ba area
"ery dull for a while, but the Sweetwater and South Bay

bui % %
W1t up on & more stable basis.

ipti £ the most

This chapter attempts a brief deseription ©
' e ibed in the
‘mortant of these boom towns. They are describe
20 J e

. uary 19, 1888

National City, Record, Jan 1 o o

2 a Di Forty-nine =
45, 4d Pearson, "San Diego L

) jstrict,
2 wgrowth of the otay Di

h R. T. Vaughan, 941.
~a Vigta Star, August 15, 1

e

S—— )
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Otay Railway

visitor would

and the "Horn" remarked

families inhabited the valley. In the same

1itorium began operation under the
5

pr. Anna 1. Longshore Potts.
a specialist in women's diseases, had been

ler travels carried her throughout the
6

and Great Britain. Her

t Sweetwater Junction,

Vista, the San Diego 0il a

vthing of value" 1

oil, gas or

s nor oil, however, Was found.

IR e
i 3 Davids nsan Diego
Lena B. Hunsicker and Winifred Davidson, ¥ 8

County Place Nemes."

5 @
National City, Record, Mareh 18, 1886.
6

Ibid., September 1, 1887.

¥

4

)

e .
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the towns of

Henry Cooper, the developer

- d lots before the plens of the
; : 8
5 ; i s cely been completed in 18 In 1890 the
cetwater Frm Company acquired Cooper's "Bonita Ranch"
«d planted > lands to orchards. art of the orchards were
o any and some of them were to be

At Sunnyside J. C. Frisbie,

place
10
successful fruit and grape culture.

246-acre tract in 1876.

most noted development in the valley took place

was that of an orchard of H. H.

The name

Mr Higgins camé ©0

go music publisher.

1 end bought seventy-six acres of land over-

ter Valley near the Sweetwater Gorge. He

tpees of all kinds. Unable to

thirty acres to fruit
~eles where he

he went to Los

ire trees in San Diego,

Purchased the best oranges and lemons he could I
PR - e
Seeds which he planted formed the basis for his nurser)

rdists,

;  orok
From this nursery he sold trees to other early orc

e

L, s 5 er 7e
National City, Record, September g, 188
9

Ibid., June 19, 1890.

10
History of San Diego




79

: ; ;L
o it tneys . s Frisbie, and Major Levi Chase. By
.77 he had over two thousand trees, four hundred of which
1877
ui concentrated on four varieties, all
2

were five years ord’
of the thin rind lemon.

The Bonnie Brae lemon became noted for the purity of
its acid, the absence of its seeds, and most of all, the thin-

ness of its skin. The lemon was derived from the Messina

lemon seed from which Mr Higgins obtained a large amount of

varieties. He kept the finer varieties while budding out

the coarser ones.

The orchard at Bonnie Brae was one of the finest in

Southern California and first showed the fertility of the

mesa lands lying between the river valleys. Previously

these lands had been considered useless for orchard culture.

Mr Higgins introduced irrigation. He excavated a large
reservoir in the stream bed below his orchard and with steam
pumps and windmills lifted the water to his lamd. He used

Wnusual pipes in his irrigation system—— they were made of

redwood logs bored out.
Scotch extraction,

Mr. Higgins was born in 1820 of

He received a common school

hence the name of his ranch.

— e e

L Golden Era,

F. McCamant, nBonnie Brae," The Golcen.

T.
XL (1891) 1020. kics
lZSa.n Diego, Weekly Union, June 21, .

3
McCamant, 1oCe cit.
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gduc?-ti‘m‘ When twenty-three he moved to Chicago whe h
where he
music and led the choirs of the Fi
b irst and Seec
ond Bap_

taught
sist churches. He also wrote music and handled pi
anos.
jmen he left Chicago his business was one
of the largest
‘ in
the city. 711 health caused his migration to Californi
rnia.
other settlements in Sweetwater Valley included Aloh:
oha,
At the last named place the Excel-

svondale, and Rockville.

sior Paving Company quarried granite porphyry This northe
. rn

company's plant had aci
< ad a crusher capacity of. twenty tons per

hour.
e -
a Presa, north and east of the Sweetwater Dam, was

the termi
le terminus of the National City and Otay branch line. With

the ad i
advance of the railroad, Schuyler and Fitzhugh placed

the to i
wnsite on sale. The lots, with water rights, sold
"like h
ot cakes in January." The town soon had its stores,

hotel
s, and school. It became a shipping point for raisins,
from the upper Sweetwater Valley-

Wobd . e
00l, and other products
was a

sweetwater Lake,

San Miguel City, south of
escribed the openin,

The Record d

g of

typicalmboomer?s" town.

——

15
¥ T. F. McCamant,
XL (1891), 1020.
16
Otay, Press.
1%
National city, Record,
1888.

nBonnie Brae," Ihe Golden Era,

July 14, 1888-

May 2> 1889.

18
Ibid., November Ly




J 8l

st Saturday the sale of lots in the new town of
Miguel was opened by the Pacific Land Bureau. At
ach the lots went off like hot cakes, and the sale
ued far into the evening, until the manager and
were exhausted. . . When the books were closed
t was discovered that 2600 lots had been disposed of.
sales of the same lots were active today [five days
later/ at $100 per lot, and purchasers of Saturday are
refusing $150. The Land Bureau had disposed of 400
lots at $100 each at noon today, the total sales
amounting to $170,000.

In San Diego men stood in line to buy lots in a place

they had never seen. San Miguel had not been advertised and
vet the Union chronicled sales of over $130,000 in one day.
Purchasers bought even before the land had been surveyed.zo

The excitement and enthusiasm soon died. In March,
1889, less than two years later, J. W. Reed purchased part of
"at was described as "the old San Migugl townsite" for the
Purpose of planting it to citrus trees.N:L

Even San Miguel Mountain, a three thousand ;‘got peak,
8 1ts boom times. This haunt of the bandit Vasquez was
% of the landmarks of San Diego's bay region and as such

Wa

*® exploited. In 1888 Captain Fitzhugh, developer

*fLa Presa, proposed a burro train and guide service to the
\“

19
National City, Record, June 23, 1887.
20

San Diego, Union, July 19, 1887.
21

National City, Record, March 28, 1888.
=

Ibid., February 28, 1889.
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2

23
4op of San Miguel. This plan was carried through in 1890

by A. H. Isham and H.L. Story. No trip to San Diego was con-

sidered complete unless the visitor stood on top of mour I

Vesuvius without the volcanc."2 Later boosters talked and
entertained great hope for a large astronomical obsrevatory
on the peak. The Proctor Memorial Observatory was proposed i
by Mrs. Richard A. Proctor who donated the money for the
purpose. Aiding Mrs. Proctor was the San Miguel Investment
Company, incorporated by Frank Knox, A. H. Isham, and others
for the purpose of building the observatory.25

Otay, the first town south of Chula Vista, became the
largest settlement between National City and the border. It
¥as laid out in 1887 and quickly became a center of trade
for the region at the south end of the bay. Its preeminence
lested until about 1900 when the Otay Press recognized

changed conditions and moved to Chula Vista, the new trade

tenter of the south bay area. Disastrous floods in 1916

ompleted the decline of the once prosperous village.
al tribe of

The town, undoubtedly named for 2 loc

n sale by the
Indians, was plarmed, subdivided, and placed o ]
i
\“———_ i i
e september 6, 1888.

National City, Record, 2
n The Golden Era, XXX

1
Harr Wagner, "San Miguel,
(189%0), 693. 2
-

¢ 1, 1890. (
SNaticnal city, Record. August 21, !‘
% July 14, 1900.

Otay, Press.
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firm of Guion, Hamilton, and Hartley. The place

a mtgrand junction point for the Natilonal City

was boomed as a

 Railroad" which had Jjust been completed to that

An interesting episode accompanied the first Otay lot

sale. The promoters made plans for handling the crowds that
were expected to arrive over the new railroad. The sale was

+

not a success, however, for on the day of the sale all the

engines broke down, delaying the arrival of WL virante

T,

successful sale replaced the first ill-fated

The townsite consisted of 120 acres divided into lots

50 by 150 feet. These lots sold for amounts ranging from

i
4
i
i
one hundred to two hundred dollars each. Terms were origi- :-i,
nally one third cash, one third in three months, and oné F
third in six months. Interest rates zzageraged ten per cente. '
i

Five per cent was taken off for cashe.
six months after the opening

Otay developed rapidly-
eekly newspaper

wi
sale A. J. Jenkins established the presss 2

it moved to Chula vista

-y

which continued in the towm until

.

-
geptember 295 }887.

27
National Citys records
1887-

28
1bid.» october 13,
1888-

29otay, Press, April 19»

_____—4
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30 84,

i Jul¥s 1990; Soon there were numerous residences )
> 2 |

st stores, a post offi

jivery S%¢ ‘ s 51 ce, and a hotel in the

nghrivineg e buress In May, 1888, the local paper r £

e~ 1
Jorted that the 0tay Valley was filling up fast. "During th |
3 o e |

et few days fourteen familie .
LA 2 s have passed up Main Avenue to

settle up the valley."
Guion, Hamilyon, and Hartley entered into negotiationms

1888, with partirs from Oak Park, Illinois,

in December,

relative to the establishment of a watch factory at Otay.

This, the outstanding activity of Otay's boom, quickly be- {

came established. In February, 1889, the developers broke

ground for a three-story brick factory building, thirty-

eight by one hundred feet in size, and an office building.

ch Company ordered 270,000 bricks and twenty-

The company pur- .

sed an electric light plant from the Pierce-Morse Block i
-0

furnish 1ight for the factory and

five loads of lumber for the factory.

Diego and began to
2
the town as well.

_—_—

1888; July 14, 1900

yicinitys 23Rk

0
Otay, Press., March 29,

Mandeville, San Diego and
32
Otay, Press., 1888.

Ibid., December 13,

May 24»
1888.

4Ib:'Ld., Pebruary 28, 1889

ecord, May 16,

35 1889-
National City, Record,
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roward the end of the year the financial affairs of

e ¥ came involved. Frank A. Kimball of
yationsl City and E. W. Morse of San Diego came to the aid
of the Firm their money. Mr Kimball became president

A cakl Top rgore employees, men with families
referred, was sent out. The factory which over

000 turned out its first wateh in May, 1890. Immediate-

§70,000
1y the output amounted to twenty-five per day. But the
company stopped work after running only six months. The
watches were satisfactory, but they were a new make on the
market and sold slowly. A lack of ope;‘gting capital caused

the factory to close in October, 1890.

An industry of importance was the sheep and wool
industry of the Otay Valley. In the winter months the sheep
owners drove tneir flocks into the 0tay region from their
grazing grounds in Lower California. Some of the herds

grazed as far as one hundred and seventy miles south into
HiL and
the peninsula where they fed on the grasses of the hills

0's approximately 30,000 sh
de of the border-
ove 20,000 head

eep

mountains. In the late 188
Hugh

were driven yearly to the American si

0'Neil drove 16,000 and Nieto Echenique dr

cember 26, 1889.

6
National City, Record, De
S,
Ibid., May 22, 1890.
8

Ibid., November 20, 1890.
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gion in 1889. fThese sheep Temained on the

1g the lambing ang shearing seasons, thug
’

luty of twenty per cent on lambs and ten

Shearing took place in March and Aprii,

tons of wool were clipped at each spring !

The wool was noted for its freedom from burrs ang

e lambing season produced 18,000 lambs.

e foot of the Otay Valley was La Punta, the

ranch house of the Milijo grant. Nearby was Fruitland, the '

ind home of Captain A. H. Wileox, a son-in-law of the

grantee, Santiago E. Arguello. When the National City

old

the Coronado Belt Line railroads were construc- '
ted Fruitland became a station on each line and a junction 4 :
between the two. ; ;
In 1871 Captain Wilcox leased his eighty-two acre "

ranch to Henry von Poser who made the place a pleasure re- F
{

During the 'seventies the pleasant

for San Diegans.
wooded picnic grounds were the terminus for pleasure drives
The Fourth of July celebration

from the city of San Diego.
ot t of

in 1872 was attended by two hundred fifty people-- mos

41

the adults of San Diego.

39
Otay, Press, February 14, 1889.
2 1871.
: San Diego, Weekly Union December 3,
41 Dot

Ibid., July 11, 1872.
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-k Montgomery, latep Uniteq St

y General under Cleveland,42

ates Assistant

in 1881,

The Montgomery Tanch rets

ntgomery left for Washington he placeg the

charge of his son John, who helg an M.S. degree

mich time inventing mechanical devices, studying

astronomy, and solving the riddle of flight. In 1883 he

built a man-power flying machine which did not work. Later

in the same year he constructed a glider which he tried out

in an early August morning. He took his huge "effigy" of a !
sea gull up to the west edge of Otay Mesa and faced the i !

His brother James and two sisters reported that h i

1 the ocean breeze became strong he made his first flight I

A second attempt ended in the breaking

six hundred feet.

of the glider. This first flight, whose existence was at-

A T
tested to by his brother and sisters, was the SR 4

the
by man. The event took place eight years before the H
4
s “.
lights of Otto Lillienthal.

b 886.
National City Record, March 25, 1

13 ¢

’ San Diego Weekly Union, September 255 :
Ak s n HarpersSs

" “Windsor Josselyn, "He flew 1 1883," Harpel=

K11 (1940), 28. ‘
/ l

1881. |

B

. Ibid., 27-31.
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5. E. Shaffer began the operation of the Otay Salt
a
at La Punta in 1873. The salt was evaporated from the

en from the bay. The shallow water area was

transformed into huge vats, water let into them, and later
evaporated. The salt was harvested from the vats, dried by i
steam-heated appliances, and ground by mills into table salt.
By 1888 the works turned out five hundred tons annually. Mr.
shaffer solved his transportation problems by hauling the
salt to San Diego in his two small sailing 5100135.4

At the extreme south end of San Diego Bay, immediately ,,

t of the Otay River, lay the two thousand acre townsite

of South San Diego. Included in the development company,
2

formed in 1887, was Judge George Puterbaugh of San Diego.

The town gained quickly in population due to an unique land

o settlers if they would

Three lots were given t
48
In 1889 the company planned a

Ly
>d house thereon.

e, D

hundred feet wide and

harber to be reached by a canal one

seven feet deep with a landing basin of ample proportions.

A ferry boat capable of carrying weapons, passengers,Agnd

freight to San Diego and way points was contemplatEd-

it e

46
otay, Press, May 10, 1888.

47 5
4 San Diego, Sun, Septembel 26, 1887.

48
Otay, Press, August 9, 1888.

49
Ibid., January 1, 1889.
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found, however.
one mile south of South San Diego, received
+the firet ] - o
se the first settlers, 1886, came from Oneonta
>

four hundred and fifty acre tract was opened by

and, Water and Town Company in 1888. The open-

racted nearly a thousand visitors and forty-one

50

300. This place secured its post office
meat market, telephone line to San Diego, and
a few months. The Oneonta Hotel and the
oneonta Company hoped that a large resort trade could be
built up. Walks and footbridges across the bayou to Oneonta
Beach were erected. They built a bath house at the beach
and put in a life-line for the accommodation of the visitors.

3 i i a om
Oneonta, the terminal of the railway, gained importance fr

3 a to the
this fact. From the railroad's end ran a stage line ©

ited
Monument at the extreme southwest cormer of the Umi
52
States. i
g e towns 1n
Monument City was among the S cted
¢ ings ere ]
the area. In 1869 a townsite was laid out, building
" a voting pre-
a school started, a post office applied fors, ¥
veyed The Monumen
cinct granted, and the streets survey

——ee R

%5 1888.

19
National city,Record, January 3

l -

3 Otay, Bress, July 26, 1888 . o

o Jego snd Vieinit¥s 4
Mandeville, San Diego and o

% .

3San Diego, Bulletin, pugust 21s
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originally included all of the Otay and Tia

attraction at Monument City was the inter-

Contemporary reporters described the

not particularly notable; although the manner

hich some vandals have chipped off bits of it for sou-
yenirs might indicate as much." The unusual aspects of the
trip to the corner of the United States attracted many
vj,siturs.jﬁ Monument and a new dream town, International
City, became noted for their prize fights, confidence men,
gamblers, and drunks during the boom times, but other-
wise remained rather unimportant.

Tia Juana occupied the land between the present town
of San Ysidro and the border. The name Tia Juana (aunt

an

oy
@

) is believed to be a Spanish corruption, through re-

of Tiwana, an Indian word meaning "by

)

emblance in sound,
57
the sea.m
American Tia Juana began in 1865 when George Wash-
ington Barber kept a mechandise store on the left bank of
the Tia Juana River where it crossed the boundary. In

8
4Otay, press, November 8, 1888.

ecember 14 1876

san Diego, Weekly Union, D
1888.

d Indian
57Nellie Van de Grift Sanchez, Spanish and IBEZ==-

Place Names of California, 47«

56
Otay, Press, July 18,

PR T e ——




1 such numbers on Sundays

to get them ba

it was an impossibility to
4k 60
Tuesday or Wednesday.™

Earp promoted

.d Pearson, writing much later,

Press, June 28, 1888.
"Development of the -an Diego
XZZV1 (1887), 665.

Pearson, "San Diego Forty-!

came the undesirables-- &

The Earp brother

all kinds of games

at Tia Juana that

ck by rail until

g of Arizona were
prize fights, bear

near Messenger's

described the

Bay Region,” The

jine Years 4go," 11,

£




could be found runnin

p + 3 g
!,fﬁuf Sunday, from the
d Faro, to the little
shells.™
68 y of the boom towns of the Sweetwater area

enthusiasm of the later 1880's,

desire to buy and sell land
rich overnight. About 1890 the

distriet settled down to rebuilding

ilding which has taken place since 1890

towns and developments mentioned in this

cased to exist. Oneonta, South San Diego,

Punta, La Presa, and San Miguel City are
Others exist in a dormant or declining

Juana has become known as & part of San

of later years; Oftay is a decaying village

and Sunnyside are mainly names for post offices.

the area, National City and

two most important towns of

cities whose foundations

Vista, are growing modern

Were solidly laid before the year 1890,

o ackground of
This study, therefore, has traced ‘the backeron

e ing the Spanish
the modern Sweetwater area. The comlng of © s
e R R

61
Ad Pearson,

"
ne Years Ag0,

11, 6%,
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