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E. E. Shaffer began the operation of the otay Salt

Works at La punta in 1873. The salt was evaporated from the

sea water taken from the bay. The shallow water area was

transformed into huge vats, water let into them, and later

evaporated. The salt was harvested from the vats, dried by

steam-heated appliances, and ground by mills into table salt.

By 1888 the works turned out five hundred tons annually. Mr.

Shaffer solved his transportation problems by hauling the
46

salt to San Diego in his two small sailing sloops.

At the extreme south end of San Diego Bay, immediately

west of the otay River, lay the two thousand acre townsite

of South San Diego. Included in the development company'47

formed in 1887, was Judge George Puterbaugh of San Diego.

The tOl'ffi gained quickly in population due to an unique land

scheme. Three lots were given to settlers if they would
48

build a good house thereon. In 1889 the company planned a

harber to be reached by a canal one hundred feet wide and

seven feet deep with a landing basin of ample proportions.

A ferry boat capable of carrying weapons, passengers'4~d
freight to San Diego and way points' was contemplated.

460tay, Press, May 10, 1888.

47
san Diego, ~, September 26, 1887.

480tay, ~ress, August 9, 1888.

49Ibid ., .ranuary 1, 1889.
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They built a bath house at the beachBeach were erected.
51

and put in a life-line for the accommodation of the vis! tors.

110 record of such service was round, however.

oneonta, one mile south of South San Diego, received

its name because the first settlers, 1886, came from Oneonta,
New York. A four hundred and fifty acre tract was opened by

the oneonta Land, Water and Town Company in 1888. The open­

ing sale attracted ne~~lY a thousand visitors and forty-one

lots sold for $3,800. This place secured its post office

grocery store, meat market, telephone line to San Diego, and

large hotel in a few months. The Oneonta Hotel and the

Oneonta Company hoped that a large resort trade could be

built up. Walks and footbridges across the bayou to Oneonta

50 r~ 19, 1888.
National City,Record, Janua •

5lotay, press~ July 26, 1888•

52Mandeville, §.!ill Diego ~ V!cini.tt, 24·
53 t 21 1969.

San Diego, Bulletin, AUgus ,

earliest of the towns in
Monument City was among the

buildings erected,
the area. In 1869 a townsite was laid out,

lied for a voting pre-
a school started, a post office app 53 '

The Monument
Cinct granted, and the streets surveyed.

Oneonta, the terminal of the railway, gained importance fro.

this fact. From the railroad's end ran a stage line to the

Monument at the extreme southwest corner of the United
52

States.
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· recinct originally included all of the otay and Tia
,/otiIlg p 54

Juana Valleys.

The main attraction at Monument City was the inter-

national marker. Contemporary reporters described the

monument as "not particularly notable; although the manner

in which some vandals have chipped off bits of it for sou­

venirs might indicate as much." The unusual aspects of the

trip to the corner of the United states attracted many
55

visitors. Monument and a new dream town, International

City, became noted for their prize fights, confidence men,
56

gamblers, and drunks during the boom times, but other-

wise remained rather unimportant.

Tia Juana occupied the land between the present town

of San Ysidro and the border. The name Tia Juana (Aunt

Jane) is believed to be a Spanish corruption, through re­

semblance in sound, of Tiwana, an Indian word meaning "bY'
57

the sea."

American Tia Juana began in 1865 when George Wash-

ington Barber kept a mechandise store on the left bank of

the Tia Juana River where it crossed the boundary. In

540tay, Press, November 8, 1888.

55
san

Diego, Weekly Union. December 14, 1876.

560tay, Press. July 18, 1888.

57Nellie Van de Grift sanchez, §RanJ,sh~ Indian
Place Names ~ Ca~iforn1a. 47.
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:8
66

i:liam e, a native of .ales, p rchased 15 acres on

f • e t01n a. also len: into merChandiSi ng.
58

~i:e s1;;e 0 • -0

:1
ve

years later Colonel 1:ilomas Jcott began gra ing here for

tiS "'emphis anQ _1 P so railroad. from 'an iego to uma.
59

~:lY in 188? ;oseph . essenger purchased sixty acres from

.illiao :'ane and old. half to the firm of Hart and Stern of

~a!l Aego, ·he promoters of ~ia Juana.

On AUgust 17, 1887, the usual opening auction sale of

lots was held; sales totaled .-.;70,000. llhe rail ay reache

Tia Juana in 1888 an the town flourishei because of the

travel on the road.. Lhe desire to visit a foreign lana

took literally thousands over the railway daily. Visitors

congregated in such numbers on undays at Tia Juana that

"it was an impossibility to get them back by rail until
60

:.'uesday or lednesday. n

Along with the crowds came the undesirables-- gamblers,

toughs, and the like. The Earp brothers of Arizona were

there. ergil and fyatt Earp promoted prize fights, bear

and bull fights, and all kinds of games near essenger's

store. Ad ?earson, writing much later, describei the

58
Otay, ~, June 28, 1888.

59"Development of the Jan Diego Bay Region," .!!!!
Golden ~ra, XXXVI (188?), 665. " 1

60 Nine Years AgO, 1,
Ad. Pearson, "San DiegO Forty-

67.
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on a more secure basis.

92

61Ad Pearson, "San Diego .I!'orty-Nine Years ....go,"

61
games:

_, ery known game of chance could be found running
dbVopen on the streets Junday afetr Sunday from the

wi ewhee1 , douge et l.oir, and Faro, to the little
~f~sivellpea under the walnut shells."

The survey of the boom towns of the Sweetwater area

has shown the unrestrained enthusiasm of the later 1880's.

This boom was created by the desire to buy and sell lan"

quickly and thus become rich overnight. bout 1890 the

boom collapsed and the district settled down to rebuilding

In the rebuilQing which has taken place since 1890

several of the towns and developments mentionet in this

chapter have ceased to exist. Oneonta, South San Diego,

L:onument Ci ty, La Punta, La Presa t and dan Miguel City are

in this catagory. Others exist in a dormant or a.ec11ning

condi tion. Tia Juana has become known as a part of ;:jan

Ysidro, a town of later years; otay is a decaying village

while Bonita and Sunnyside are mainly names for post oft1ees

The two most important towns of the area, National City an"

Chula Vista, are growing modern cities whose foundations

were solidly laia. before the year 1890.

This study, therefore, has traoed the background of

the modern Sweetwater area. ~he coming of the spanish
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h granting of lands by the Lexican government
Ie and t e

peoP

h
foundations of land titles and society in the

lllid t e
'.lith the coming of the ~ ..mericans, particularly the

region.
Kimball brothers, the area began to take on an liIIlerican at-

mosphere. Cities were laid out, railroads were bUilt, and

irrigation proj ects were completed. The grazing industries

gave way to farming and oi trus culture. Industrial and

commercial enterprises sprang up. .Ii th the coming of the

Santa }'e system, the land. values increased. immensely and the

IIgreat boom" was in progress. J.1hen, shortly before 1890,

the boom collapsed. and a more sound developP.1.ent followed.

It is with this background that an understanding of the

present day developments in the area can best be approached.
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