














On a warm summer day in August 1940, five men — Fred Rohr,

E H. Nottbusch and E H. Nottbusch Jr. -
n Diego to adopt the Articles of Incorpora-
t Corporation. Rohr Aircraft,

J. E. Rheim, E. M
gathered at an office in
tion for a new company, the Rohr Air
created to do subcontract work for large airframe manufacturers, would
succeed far beyond any expectations.

In 1940, the company organizers hoped to find space in Chula
Vista, a pla sored by Fred Rohr, where they could build their first
actory. But in the meantime, they were eager to start production and
lease story brick building at 8th and *J" Streets in San Diego
where sev is fz cowlings for
Lockheed'’s Hudson bomber were produced, and by January 1941, Rohr

Aircraft employed 422 workers
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Although the City of Chula Vist
i 2 2 held an option on
2 10-acre tract along the bay a the foot of “H-" Sleecn the
ity Council decided in 1940 to let Rohr Aircrafc purchase
the land. The property had been designated ag the site for

the end of 1941, Rohr Aircraft Cor

By c rporation had
developed the “power package” concept and had begun
to manufacture ready-to-install power un

units contained from 1,300 to 2,400 parts made by Rohr.

These power units were urgently nceded during the
war, and at the height of production, the corporation
cmployed 9,000 workers at the Chula Vista plant. By 1945,
Rohr had produced a total of 38,000 units and had become.
the world's largest manufacturer of aircraft power
packages

In order to provide recreational facilities for the air-
craft workers during World War I, Rohr leased the San
Diego Country Club and furnished funds and management
to the Club, which was having some financial difficulties
at the time. Although aircraft employees used and greatly
enjoyed the clubhouse and grounds, the regular Club
members continued to use the facility also.

Around 1955, Fred Rohr purchased a house and
acreage in Bonita Valley for use by the Rohr Employees
Recreational Club. The large two-story wood and brick
building had been constructed in 1938 by Chula Vista con-
tractor Howard Sebastian for his uncle, Ruben Harrison,
and his wife, Charlotte, at a cost of $50,000. During the
same year, a two-room adobe was placed near the main
house. The adobe house had originally stood somewhere
in the Cuyamaca Mountins and was taken apart and
brought to the Sweetwater Valley where it was rebuilt. Har-
rison, 2 well-known real estate developer, was interested
in Indian artifacts and kept them in the adobe. (His wife
wouldn't let him bring them into his home.) After her hus-
band passed away in 1941, Charlotte Harrison sold her
home and 45 acres to the Campbell family of Campbell
Industries.

After Fred Rohr purchased the property, the house
was remodeled for use as a recreation center. In 1966, he
sold the mansion and 23 acres to the City of Chula Vista
for $60,000, when voters approved the City’s plan to ac-
quire an adjacent 138-acre golf course, privately owned
by the Bonita Valley Country Club. The house, known to-
day as Rohr Manor, still stands in part of Rohr Park.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Rohr continued to grow.
Although the corporation developed additional facilities
at Riverside, California and in Georgia, Washington and
Alabama, the main plant and company headquarters re-
mained in Chula Vista. By 1969, Rohr occupied 47 large
buildings that stretched for 2 mile along the Chula Vista
bayshore. )

" During the late '60s and early "70s, the corporation
began to diversify and for a time produced such products
as microwave relay antennas, gas turbine engines, precast
concrete building materials, buses and rapid transit cars.
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By July 1942, scrap drives had started. Residents
ributed every rubber item that could be spared, not
just castaways. When one scrap drive asked for all sorts

f scarce materials including rubber, various kinds of
meal p bags and other items needed for the war ef
Vistans contributed 10 tons of scrap. Metals
h critical demand that windshield stickers
obile license plates in 1943
»f gasoline rationing appeared in the
+ in November, and 18-year-olds were asked to

metal, burlay

Chul

“for the draft in December. i
ith the influx of workers, the city grew rapid
opslaion of Chul Visa doubled berween 1940 204
ind business in the town boomed. The Vogue
csigned by architect Frank Hope Jr., was con-
in 944. By 1946, the business section ex
nded for five blocks along Third Avenue and overflowed
ide streets. The city had a total of 418 business
firms and professional establishments; 18 companies
manufactured products in Chula Vista. Besides Rohr, the
major industry in the city, other factories made such items
as airplanc parts, acoustic and insulation materials, short.

3rd Ave and “F" Street looking south in 1936

hand ‘machines, plastic buttons, electric motors

and
brassicres. One company ground pyrophylite, a form wr

aluminum silicate, into 2 powder that was used as 2 cargicy
for DDT, an insecticide. The rock was hauled from a mine
two miles cast of Rancho Santa Fe to Chula Vista wherg
it was crushed

After the war, agriculture was still an important jn.
dustry, and by 1946, the vegetable crops brought in 3
million annually. Celery accounted for half of the total, ang
the fields covered 1,200 acres. The ranchers raised Utah
celery, the green unbleached variety they had started to
plant in 1935. In the beginning, the green celery had mey
with consumer resistance that had to be overcome, since
housewives were accustomed to the bleached varicty.

Fred W. Stafford was the manager of the Chula Vista
Vegetable Exchange, a cooperative that handled a large part
of the vegeuble output. The exchange shipped 690
carloads of vegetables in 1946. Stafford, an engincer who
had served overseas as an officer in the Us. Army during
‘World War I, came to Chula Vista in 1920 and bought a
house at 640 Fifth Avenue. The house had been con-
structed around 1911 for Hagan Engebretsen, a rancher

THIRD AVE, CHULA visTA

CAL.

The Staffords added a second story to the home and planted
citrus trees and fields of celery and bulbs around it. The
Sufford House has been designated Chula Vista Historical
Site. No. 11

Some wartime shortages, especially of building sup
plics, persisted for a time after the war. Despite the difficulty

que way (0 build a house. Lorne and Nel Dunscith had lfy.
cd in a trailer park during the late 1930s and the war years
and were tired of paying rent. Through a friend, they learm.
ed about the Lusitania, a tunaboat that was about 1y
undergo a major overhaul during which it would be stripy.
ped down to the keel and rebuilt. The Dunseiths purchased
the op of the boat for $120 and hauled it to 2 lot they
owned at 655 “D" Street. Dunseith, who had worked 2y
a shipbuilder for 11 years, dug a foundation and lowercd
the upper part of the boat onto it. Then he removed the
wheelhouse and built a second story in its place. The
wheelhouse was put on a foundation at the front right cor.
ner and became part of the new house. The Dunseiths
stuccoed the house and painted it an appropriate color.
sea spray green

Stafford House, Historical Site No. 11, 640 Fifth Ave

Housing Demand Increases
During the postwar boom, the demand for hous.
ing became greater than ever before. Hundreds of Cal e,
arranch houses were constructed in the new subdivisions
of former citrus groves. These
Sovatl rectangular homes with low pitched hip or gable
no front porches. The exteriors
Thans Sheathied with stucco, board and batten, shingles

as liutle as $8,000 with no money down
The California ranch house, the favorite small house
for sex resented an achievable American
signer Cliff May is generally regard-
f this style which was popular from
who graduated from San
Diego State College, was inspired by the Spanish Colonial
architecture in San Dicgo to develop what he called his
California Hacienda style” By the end of the 19305, he
had also created the ranch house style. Although May pro.
bably designed a number of homes in Chula Vista only
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one of his local buildings has been identified: the Sweet-
water Woman's Club clubhouse, constructed in 1934

By 1950, the population of Chula Vista had risen
10 16,505, more than three times the 1940 figure, and
Chula Vista was growing twice as fast as San Diego. The
need for new public facilities became urgent, and the ci.
ty began to develop a new Civic Center. Five years
previously. in October 1945, the City Council had pur-
chased a nine- site at “F"" Street and Fourth Avenue
for $12,500. The fire station was built first at a cost of
$38,500 and was occupied on Feb. 1, 1948, Fire Station
No. 1, as it is called today, featured a white stucco exterior
red tile oof, a tower and arched openings for the fire
trucks. The design of the Spanish Colonial Revival building
set the architectural theme for the other Civic Center struc.
tures built later.

The City Hall, dedicated on Feb. 12 1951, was con-
structed at a cost of $99,450. The building was designed
by Percy Burnham, a Chula Vista citizen, in what Burnham
called his *“California Style This structure also reflected
the Spanish heritage of the area with its red tile roof,
plastered exterior and arched entrance. The new City Hall
housed the council chambers, engineering offices, police
offices and other facilities.

When the need for a courthouse became apparent,
the city donated part of the Civic Center land, and the
new $60,000 South Bay Courthouse, erected by the Coun-
ty, was formally dedicated on Jan. 21, 1953. Judge
Lowell Howe and the South Bay Municipal Court moved
into the new building

A new library, designed by San Diego architect Louis
cr, opened on June 20, 1955. The building contained
12,800 5q. ft. and cost $50,000. A new post office was
constructed nearby during 1955

Police and engincering wings were added to City
Hall in 1956, and subsequently, an administration annex
and a county health building became part of the Civic
Center complex. In 1971, a $1.2 million police facility with
50.000 square feet of floor space was constructed, and
in 1979, the Public Services building, which contained the

g5 featured rectangular
openings instcad of arches. Covered walkways with
square-pillar supports connected the various structures in
the complex. (The large fountain and plaza in front of Ci-
ty Hall were also built in 1979.)

During the prosperous decades of the '50s and '60s,
Chula Vista continued to grow. In 1950, about 16,500 peo-
ple lived in the city, and by 1955, more than 31,330 made
it their home. Census tkers in 1960 found 42,350
residents and in 1970 counted 68,200. The city grew in
size as well as population as areas (o the south, cast, and
north were annexed

The Chula Vista Shopping Center, developed in 1962
on a 35-acre site on Broadway between “H” and “I"
Streets, featured a mall 40 ft. wide by 640 ft. long. The
center, designed by Charles Luckman Associates, included
a fountain that duplicated one at the Alhambra, a palace
in Granada, Spain.
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The last vestiges of the railroad on Third Avenue
disappeared in 1963 when the tracks were torn out or paved

over. The citrus industry was finished in the city, and most
of the orchards had vanished. The last citrus packers quit
business in 1959; train service on Third Avenue ended the
Y same year. In 1965, the old Mutual o Dmnhulun
e warchouse at Fourth Avenue and Center orn
ula Vista looking north in 1911 down. The massive 200 by 240-foot redvu)ud pmkmg

C. Congregational Church, Historical Site No. 5 and Community Tower 1986 shed was replaced by an apartment compl
By 1963, Chula Vista had become a \l\ell-dc\clupcd
modern city. Nineteen elementary schools, three junior
high schools, and two high schools provided education
for the young people of the community. College classes
were being held at a high school while the Southwestern
College campus was being built on Otay Lakes Road. Three
hospitals and 31 churches also served the people of Chula

Vista

First High-Rise Built
The first high-rise building, the 16-story Chula Vista
Community Tower at 288 “E” Street, was erected in 1972
by the Community Congregational Development Corpora
tion, a non-profit subsidiary of the Congregational Church
The tower, which contained 186 units planned for elder-
ly residents, cost $2.7 million and was designed by Tucker,
Sadler & Bennett, architects and engineers
When business in the central commercial district of
Chula Vista declined by the early 1970s, the City Council
adopted the Town Centre Redevelopment Project, which
covered an area from “E” to “I" on both sides of Third
Avenue and included 150 acres of level land. As the pro-
ject materialized, trees were planted and benches and
decorative paving installed along part of the avenue. A new
shopping complex was built in one section, and the South
County Regional Center was constructed in another. The
South County Regional Center at 500 Third Avenue con
tined a new court complex and provided a number of
The redevelopment area

other services to the reside
1 distri

became an attractive and functional commerc

once more.
~—————
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e area along the shore
Bayfront Development

and west of Interstate 5 and north

envisioned residential and com
uded 2 marina and other develop
ficd Port District, as well 2s 2 business

ark belt, public parks, wildlife sanctuary and a
400-ro0m hotel on Gunpowder Point, the former site of
< Hercules Powder Company. This redevelopment pro

various agencies,
c 70s brought with it 2 new
ronment and the realization that
ed. Endangered plants and
archacological sites and fossil beds all became sub
s and planners looked for ways

nment while providing for

ard George Wheeler and
ated on July 4. 1976. The building
f the December 1976 issue of

became an important
and provided space for

tions in 1976 helped
n history. For

r many years,
promoted the idea of
e city. Helen

sohres researched

she christened

orchard houses” Anita Amos, a talented painter, captured
in oil the images of the Victorian homes of the area’s
pioneer settlers. Ruby Peters Machado, the daughter of a
pioneer family, shared her knowledge of the city’s heritage
with school children, the planning department and
historians throughout the county. In response to the in-
creasing interest in local history, the Chula Vista City Coun-
cil began to designate official historical sites; the Greg
Rogers House became Site No. 1 in 1977. In 1981, Ruby
Machado and John Rojas Jr. founded the Chula Vista
Historical Society, an organization that has hundreds of
members today

In the 1980s, Chula Vista continued to grow, and
the 1980 population of 83,927 increased to 90,283 by
1985. On Dec. 31, 1985, with the annexation of the Mont-
gomery area, an estimated 114,000 people lived within
the city limits

During the 19805, Chula Vistans looked o the future
herished the past. Citizens served on City of Chula
4 committees and commissions o help protect the
Quality of life in San Dicgo County’s second largest city
and preserve its unique heritage. An Architectural Review
Commitice made sure that new buildings would be well
designed and attractive; the Resource Conservation Com-
mission monitored the environmental impacts of new pro-
Jects and also nominated historial sites. The 75th Anniver
sary Committee prepared for a serics of celebrations and
activities that would take place in 1986, the anniversary
year. In 1985, many individuals helped with a historic
building survey that gathered information on over 200
significant structures ranging in age from

and ¢
Vi

e orchard

19205 and 1930s. As 1986 approached, these activities led
10 a greater awareness of the built environment and the
recognition of Chula Vista as a unique community
special heritage. Perhaps Colonel Dickinson's dream about
est place on earth had come true
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The historical information in this book was derived from
many sources. Newspaper accounts in the San Diego Union,
Chula Vista Star; Otay Press and the National City Record were
most helpful. The seven excellent volumes on San Diego history
written by Richard Pourade provided background material and
helped place Chula Vista within the context of San Diego County
history sis, The Urbanization of the Sweet-
water Valley, San Diego County, (1973), recently published
by the Chula Vista Historical Society, and “The Development of
the Sweetwater Area,” a thesis by Spencer Lewis Menzel, added
carefully information about the § Valley as
well as the Janal, Otay and Milijo ranchos.

The local history room at the Chula Vista Public Library
contained many items of substance including the original Chula
Vista Tax Assessment Rolls, Annual Reports of the City of Chula
Vista and histories of the police and fire department. The archives
of the Chula Vista Historical Society provided memoirs of pioneer
families,

Finally, many people whose homes were included in the
Historic Building Survey contributed information about their
houses and the history of the area. Arthur Day, who did title searches
on a number of historic properties, helped document dates of
construction and the names of the first owners
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- Chula Vista Investment Company
(A joint venture of Santa Fe Land Improvement Company
and Watt Industries/San Diego Inc.) :

&

Fuller Ford
Cornell’s Office Products
C & C Glass Company
Creaser Price Insurance Agency
Pacific Commerce Bank
People’s Bank
Wilson & Cox Insurance Agency
DiRienzo’s Old Bonita Store Restaurant
LaBella Pizza Gardens
Peter’s Home & Garden
Fuller’s Plumbing
e & Party Shop
Sutherland

Standlee’s
Robert and Su

Glenn’s Fine Foods
The Plumbing Store
Stephen Laethem, Creative Laminating
Denrich Press
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