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MANILA; SHIPS BATTLE

-,150 Nipponese Bombers Blast
Naval Bastion at Pearl Harbor
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RAID ON OAHU WITHOUT WARNING, WHITE HOUSE DECLARES;
U. S. ARMY, NAYY ORDERED TO EXECUTE DEFENSE ORDERS
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During the late 19305, the Burpee Seed Company

operated experimental fields in Chula Vista on 20 acres
of land divided into five-acre tracts. The company
developed an odorless marigold and a double nasturtium.
One five-acre tract produced a spectacular flower, the red
and gold marigold. Around 1939, the flower was formal­
ly Introduced to the gardening world at a dinner held at
the Waldorf Hotel in New York City.

In 1939, Chula Vista's community amphitheatre, the
site of many civic programs, was constructed with W. P.A.
and city labor. Workmen transformed a gully into an at­
tractive natural setting and created a beautiful park. The
park and civic bowl were dedicated during the Fiesta de
la Luna celebration in September 1939. Another W.P.A.

i~fif;~~f~~~t~~~~~:~f~~~:1i~~;i~~~~~f~I~~
tional City in 1888.

As the decade came to a close, war loomed once
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thOUght. In the next 10 years, the population of the City
would more than triple.

Chub \1st:I$ communu)' ~phllbe.ur~



On a warm summer day in August 1940, five men - Fred Rohr,
]. E. Rheim, E. M. Lacey, F. H. NOflbusch and F. H. Nottbusch Jr. ­
gathered at an office in San Diego lO adopt the Articles of Incorpora­
tion for a new company, the Rohr Aircraft Corporation. Rohr Aircraft,
created to do subcontract work for large airframe manufacrurers, would
succeed far beyond any expectations.

In 1940, the company organizers hoped lO find space in Chula
Vista, a place favored by Fred Rohr, where they could build their first
faclOry. But in the meantime, they were eager lO stan production and
leased a three-slOry brick building at 8th and "J" Streets in San Diego
where several contracts were filled. At this faclOry, cowlings for
Lockheed's Hudson bomber were produced, and byJanuary 1941, Rom
Aircraft employed 422 workers.
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Although Ihe City of Chula Vista held an option on
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e land. The property had been designated as the site for
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. . On Feb. I, 1941, Rohe Aircraft Corpor.uion moved
1010 lIS first Chula Vista bUilding, a 150 by 250.fool fac-
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JUly I, Rohr had 752 employees. From that time on pro­
dUction increased 2Ild more and more workers were hued_
The C?~p~ybecame the major employer in Chula Vista
a positIOn H still holds today. '

By the end of 1941, ROhr Aircraft Corporation bad
developed the "power package" concepl and had begun
to manubetu:e rc:ady-to-msuJI power units for military
and commercial alreratl. A power unit consisted of a bare
engin~ fu~niShed by the: CUstomer or the government,
around Which Rohr assembled various parts such as motor
m~unts, air ducts, cowl flaps ~d controls, plumbing, elec­
ttlcal harness and other engme accessories. The power
unilS contained from 1,300 to 2,400 pans made by Rohr.

These power units were urgently needed dUring the
war, and at the height of production, the Corporation
employed 9,000 workers at the Chula VlStI plant. By 1945.
Rohr had produced a totl! of 38,000 unilS and had become
the world's largest manubcrurer of aircraft power
packages.

In order to provide recrtttio02..l bcilities for the air­
craft workers dUring World War U, ROhr leased the San
Diego Country Club and furnished funds and management
to the Club, which was having some fmanci2.1 difficulties
al the time. A1lbough aircraft employees used and greatly
enjoyed lbe c1uhhouse and grounds, the regular Club
members continued [Q u~ the bcility 2lso.

Around 1955, Fred Rohr purchased a house and
acreage in Bonita Valley for use by lbe Rohr Employees
Recreational Club. The large two-story wood and hrick
building Iud been constructed in 1938 by Chula VlStI con­
tractor Howard sebastian for his uncle, Ruben Harrison,
and his wife, Charlolte, al a cost of '50,000. During the
S2.me yeu, a rwo-room adobe: was placed near the IIl2.in
house. The adobe house had originally stood somewhere
in the CUyaJD2C2 Mount2ins and was taken apart and
brought to lbe Sweetwater Valley where it was rebuilt. Har­
rison, 2 weU-known re2l es12te devc:Joper:, was interested
in Indian artifaCts and kept them in lbe adobe. (His wife
wouldn'tler him bring them into his home.) AIrer her hus­
band passed away in 1941, Cbarlolte Harrison sold her
home and 45 acres 10 lbe Campbell family of Campbell
Industries.

After Fred Rohr purcbased lbe property, the house
W4lS tt:modeled for use as a recreation ceOler. In 1966, he
sold the mansion and 23 acres to the City of Chula Vista
for '60,000, when voters approved the City'S plan to ac­
quire an adjacent 138-acre golf course, privately owned
by the Bonitl VaJIt-y Coumry Club. The house, known to­
day as Rohr Manor, still stands in pan of Rohr Park.

In Ihe 1950s and 196Os, Rohr continued to grow.

~~i~~~~;~e~~~c:~~~~~e~~:~i~~~~~~g~~~:~
AJabama, the main plant and company headquarters re­
mained in Chula VisOJ. By 1969, Rohr occupied 47 large
buildings that stretched for a mile aJong the Chula Vista
bayshon:.

During the late '60s and early '70s, the corpor.oIlion
began to diversify and for a time produced such products
as microwave relay antennas, gas turbine engines, precast
concrete building materi2.ls, buses and rapid transit cars.
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B, Juh 1942. scrap dri"es had Sl2ned Residems
contnbuted C'\en ru~r nem that could be spared, nm
JUSl CbD90-a~ \l; hen one scrap drh'e asked for all sorts
of ~e matm:al including rubber. '''UIOUS kmds of
mn21. burbp bags and orner items needed for the t\rar ef­
fan, Chula \-ISDn comnbuted 10 lOns of scrap. Mera.ls
90~ 10 such cnuC21 demand that windshield stickers
"'Pbcod mcoJ ,ulomoblie liccose pl..e in 1943..

The nooce of g'2Soline I2uonmg appeared 10 the
0("\10 paper 10 ;'{o,nnbe.r, and lS-rear-olds were asked (Q

ter for the dnIt in December.
\lith the mflux of workers. me city grew rapidly.

~ popubuon of Chul. Vistl doubled between 1940.nd
19-1- and bus1Oes5 in the IOwn boomed. The Vogue
Tbeue<. desIgned br .rchilea Fr.mk Hope Jr., w:os con­
tnJeted 111 late 19'H By 1946, lhe business section ex­

tmdcd for fi,,, blocks :>.long Third A',,"ue md Q\'erlIowcd
omo t~ ide lreet5 The dry had a total of 418 business
firms md profcssion:>J estlblishmco15; 18 compmies
mmubetur<d produas in Chuh Vistl. Besides Rohr, the
rIl2JOr I11dusU)' in the city, other faaories made such items
as :l.Irplane pans. acoustic and insulation materials, shan-

3rd A.\C. and"F" Strt'et lookingsoulhin 1936

hand. machines, plastic buuons, electric motors and
br.lSslCres. One company ground Pyrophylite, a form of

~~~~I;:,~'~Cs~~ti~~~~a-r;:;r~~~t~~~~~:.:~:~;
:;V~~~s:~.OfRancho Santa Fe {Q Chula Vista where

After the war, agriculture was stiJJ an imPOrtant in.
dustry, and by 1946, the vegetable crops brOUght in $3
million annually. Celery accounted for half of the 10lal, and
the fields covered 1,200 acres. The ranchers raised Utlh
celery, the green unbleached ""riety they had Stlrted to
planl in 1935. In the beginning, the green celery had met
with consumer resistance that had (0 be overcome, since
housewives were accusmmed (0 the bleached variety.

Fred W. Staffond was the manager of the Chula Vista
Vegctlblc Exchange, a cooperative that handled a large pan
of the vegctlble output. The cxchmge shipped 690
carlo.ds of vegetlblcs in 1946. Staffond, an engineer Who
had served overseas as an officer in the U.S. Army dUring
World War I, came to Chula Vista in 1920 and bOUghl a
house at 640 Fifth Avenue. The house had been Con­
structed around 1911 for Hagan Engebretsen, a rancher.

THIRD AVE. CHULA VISTA CAL

The Sraffords added a second Story (0 the home and planted
citrus (fees and fields of celery and bulbs around it. The
S~fford House has been designated Chula Vista Historical
SI(e, No. Jl,

fnU~b~~:::~~:;~:~I~:~l~b£:~~~
que W2y to buiJd a house. Lome and Net DU~i(h had liv.
ed in a trailer park during (he late 19305 and (he war years
md were tired of p>ying rent. Through. fricod, they 1=_
ed about (he. Lusilania, a tunaboa( mat was about to

;J~~ :.~; ~:r~~I:~~g;'~i~:I~::
the wp of (he boar for 1120 and hauled i( to a 10( they
owned a( 655 "0" Street. Dunseith, who had worked as
a shipbuilder for II years, dug a foundation and lowered
the upper parr of the boat Onto it, Then he removed (he
wheelhouse and built a second s(Qry in its place. The
wheelhouse was put on a foundation at the front right Cor­
ner and became part of the new house. The Ounseiths
stuccoed the house and painted it an appropriate color:
sea spray green,

Stafrord House. Historic2.1 Site '0 IJ, 640 Fifth Ave

Housing Demand Increases

ing be~.%~n~~~:7~:~e';'~':'c;~h~~~:;;'~ :~~~::
nu ranch houses were construcred in the ne-w subdiVisions
carved our of 500 acres of former cirrus groves. These
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Under the G.l Bill of Righ15, returning w:u- Veterans could
pur~~ a minimum tw<rbedroom "builder's special" for
as IUde as 18,000 with no money down.

The California ranch house, the bvorire smaJJ house:
for several decades, represented an achievable American
drcmJ. Los Angeles designer Cliff M.y is gcoerally n:gW_
ed as a major author of thiS sryle which was popular from
1935 until :IDout 1975. M.y, who Stldu>led from Sm
DIego Stlte College, w>s inspired by the Sp:utish Coloni:>.l
~ch~(eet~re in ~an Diego (0 develop what he caUed his
C.liforDJa H.clend. style." By the end of the 1930s, he

h.d :lIso c.""ted the <mch house style. Although May pro­
bably designed a number of homes in Chula Vistl, onJy



onc of his local buildings has been identified: the Sweet­
water Woman's Club clubhouse, constructed in 1934

By 1950, the population of Chula Vista had risen
to 16,505, more than three times the 1940 figure, and
Chula Vista was growing twice as fast as San Diego. The
need for new public facilities became urgem, and the ci-
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chased a nine-acre site at "F" Street and Fourth Avenue
for 512,500. The fire station was built first at a COSt of
538,500 and was occupied on Feb. I, 1948. Fire Sration
1 o. I, as it is called today, featured a white stucco exterior,
red tile roof, a tower and arched openings for the fire
trucks. The design of the Spanish Colonial Rc-vivaJ building
set the architectural theme for the other Civic Center Struc­
tures buill later.

The City Hall, dedicated on Feb. 12, 1951, was con­
structed ar a COst of 599,450. The bUilding was designed
by Percy Burnham, a Chula Vista citizen, in what Burnham
caJled his "California Style." This Struaure also reflected
the Spanish heritage of the area with its red tile roof,
plastered e..xterior and arched emranCe. The new City ~all

housed the council chambers, engineering offices, police
offices and other facilities.

\'(then the need for a courthouse became apparent,
the city donated part of the Civic Center land, and the
new 560,000 Sourh Bay Courthouse, erecred by the Coun­
ty, was formally dedicared on Jan. 21, 1953. Judge
Lowell Howe and the South Bay Municipal Court moved
into the new bUilding

A new library, designed by San Diego architect Louis
Bodmer, opened on June 20, 1955 The building comall1ed
12,800 sq ft. and COSt 550,000. A new POSt office was
constructed nearby during 1955

Police and engineering Wings were added to City
Hall in 1956, and subsequently, an administration annex
and a county health bUilding became part of the Ci"ic
Center complex In 19-1, a 51.2 milJion police facility with
50,000 square feet of floor space was constructed. and
in 1979. the Public Services bUilding, which contained the
new council chambers, was dedicated. All of these Struc­
tures incorporated white Stucco walls and red tile roofs
in their design The newerbuildingsfealUred rectangular
openings instead of arches. Covered walkways with
square-pillar supports connected the \'anous slruclUres in
the complex. (The large fountain and plaza in from of CiA
ty Hall were also built in 1979.)

DUring the prosperous decades of the '50s and '60s,
Chula Vista continued to grow, tn 1950. about 16,500 peo­
ple lived in the city. and by 1955, more than 31.330 made
it their home. Census takers in 1960 found 42,350
residents and in 1970 counted 68,200. The city grew in
size as well as population as areas to the south, east, and
nOrth were annexed.

The Chula Vista Shopping Cemer, developed in 1962
on a 35-acre site on Broadway between "H" and ''1''
Streers, featured a mall40fr. wide by 640 ft. long. The
center, designed by Charles Luckman Associates, included
a fountain that duplicated one at the Alhambra, a palace
in Granada, Spain.



A. Chula Visu 1963

8 Chula Visulooking north in 1911

C. Cong.reg.ttlonal Church, Hi torial Sit~ No 5 and Community Tow~r 1986

The last vestiges of the railroad on Third Avenue
disappeared in 1963 when the tr.lcks were (om out or paved
over. The citrus industry was finished in the city, and most
of the orchards had vanished. The last citrus packers quit
business in 1959; train service on Third Avenue ended the
same year. In 1965, the old Mutua] Orange Distributors
warehouse at Fourth Avenue and Center Street was torn
down. The massive 200 by 240-foOl redwood packing
shed was replaced by an apartment complex.

By 1963. Chula Vista had become a well-developed
modern City. Nineteen elementary schools, three junior
high schools, and two high schools provided education
for the young people of the community. College classes
were being held at a high school while the Southwestern
College campus was being buUt on OOly Lakes Road. Three
hospital and 31 churches also served the people of Chula
Vista.

First High-Rise Built

The first high-rise building. the l6-story Chula Vista
Communiry Tower at 288 "F" Street, was erected in 1972
by the Community Congregational Development Corpora­
tion, a non-profit subsidiary ofrhe Congregational Church
The rower, which contained 186 units planned for elder­
ly residents, cost S2.7 million and WaS designed by Tucker,
Sadler & Bennen, architects and engineers.

\'(Ihen business in the central commercial district of
Chula Vista declined by the early 1970s, the City Council

~~~::~~ ~~ea~~:,~;~n.~~~,Rt~d~;~I~~~~~~~~~~c~'f~~~~:
Avenue and included 150 acres of levelland. As the pro·

tl~:~~i~i~~~~~i~~if.~~E~f.;EX~::~~f[:1~f
South County Regional Center at 500 ThIrd Avenue con­
lained a new court complex and prOVided a number of
other services [0 (he residents. The redevelopment area
became an attractive and functional commercial district
once more.
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I rc oolW\C:d b-,. architect Thom:lS T Ull1iamson of
,bt u h'fC<CUn! Cum Richard George ~heelc:r and
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pioneer eulers. Ruby Peters Machado, the d~u¥hter.ofa
pIOneer family, shared her knowledge of the Cll)' s hcntagc
with school children, the planning department a~d

;~i~~~:f~~~~':*.~~in~~I?~i~~:I~;:~I~::~~~:~
Rogers Iiou« became Sile o. 1 in 1977. In 1981, Ruby
Mach2do and John Rojas Jr. founded the Chula Vista
Historic:al Society, an organi7.3tion that has hundreds of
members lod:ay.

In the 1980s, Chula Vista continued to grow, and
lhc 1980 population of 83,927 increased to 90,283 by
1985. On Dec. 31, 1985, with the annexation of the Mont­
gomery area, an estimated 114,000 people lived within
the city limits.

During the 1980s, Chula Vistans looked to the future
and cherished the past. Cirizens served on City of Chula
Vista committees and commissions to help prQlect the
qualily of life in San Diego County's second largesr city

~~~~~~;~~~~:~r~et~~~i~:g:.:U~I~~~~~t~~~~1~~v~:~
deSigned and attractivei the Resource Conservmion Com­
mi5~ion monitored the environmental imp:tct~of new pro­
jcC15 and also nominated hiMorial Sites. The 75rh Anniver­
.sary Committee prepared for a series of cclebr.uions and
2CI'Vitic~ that would take:: place in 1986, the annivers:lry
ycar In 1985, many individuals helped with 2 historic
bUilding ~urv(.'1' that gathered information on over 200
~Ignlflcant structures rJ.nging in :lge from the orchard
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The hislorica.l jnformation in this book was derived from

many sources. Newspaper aCCounts in the San Diego Union,
Chula Vista Star; Otay Press and the National City Record were
most helpful. The seven excellent volumes on San Diego history

written by Richard Pourade provided background material and

helped place Chula Vistt wilhin the eomon of San Diego County
hiStory. Eugene Coleman's thesis, The Urbanization o/tbeSweet.
water Valley, San Diego COl/nty, (1973), recently published
by the Chula Vista Historical Society, and "The Development of

the Sweetwater Area," a thesis by Spencer Lewis Menzel, added

carefully researched information about the Sweetwater Valley as
well as the janal, Otay and Milijo ranchos.

The local history room at the Chula Vista Public library
contained many ilems of subslance including lhe original Chula

Visla Tax Assessment Rolls, Annual Rcpons of the Cily of Chula
Vista and hiswries of the police and fire dcpanmcnL The archives

of the Chula Vista Hiswrical Society provided memoirs of pioneer
families.

Finally, many people whose homes were included in the
Historic Building Survey contributed information about their

houses and the history of the area. Anhur Day, who did title se:ut:h<s
on a number of hiswric properties, helped document dates of
conStruction and the names of lhe first owners.
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