








THE BEN AND KATHY SEGAWA FAMilY-HEADING IN NEWDIRECTIONS
From left front, Randy, Eric, Kathy, Ben and DebbIe.

upporti

We're proud of our local

<.hlru Abbp!t Pln riul rJ
Home of the UttIe Chapelof the Roses

Bonita Road, east of Chul Vista
422-0 08

Warren Wren. General Man er



the oldest Mexican
familie in the area,
the Cotas. Jesus Cota
and Jo fa Leon had
been married before
1880 in San Diego by
the famed Father
Ubach. Vega married
one of their
daughters, Josie, ho
had b en born in
National City in 1889.

The youngest and
only surviving child
of Jesus and Jofesa
Cota is Carmen Cota
Arnada, 74, of
National City. She

is the grand on of ,
pioneer Otay ran­
cher, Rafael Montijo.
who i buri d in the
Nestor cemetary.

Among descen­
dent of Jose Veg 1S

Dr. Gloria Becerra,
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Juan Becerra of
Imperial Beach. who
taught at Finney
school before
recently being em­
ployed by the federal
bilingual program in
Washington D.C.

-By JOEY HAM





"He must have
read constantly,"
said Amerigo Dini,
80, who w on of
Camacho' st ady
customer . "He could
talk on ny ubject
and did. om tJmes it
took him quite a

hile to cut your hair
but we Ii d to hear
him talk."

* * *

CAMACHO, now 92
and a man of Im­
men e dignity, sat in
an e sy chair in th
home of his son,
National City
Councilman Jo e
Louis Camacho Jr.,
nd told hi own life

story.

Old h ever regret
not returning to
M Ie?

him a choice: "Get
across the border or
wind up dead." He
emigra t d to
Calexico.

Here, with $18,000
in his pock t (he was
the son 0 an ffiuent
Guada larja r n­
cher); young
C macho op n d a
combination barber
shop (16 ch Irs) and
men's ym omplet
with steam aths.

Jose Louis Camacho, the first offour





The hi h eil
.0' dra d nth
more q il ed
qu lted patch­
work bann r.
the hug fire­
place at the { t

end of the room
and the colorful
carpeting all add
lip to a shrirre for
literature.



liE....
Chula Vlala's fihIt music shop beg8n 88 a ftc:ui8hIng tnldel~~=~;;;-~;;I
88fty 19<10'. by Mrs. Vera Howe, the buUle88 wasu-ed~
Chula Vlala MusIc. 88 It was e&Ied, opended from • ,...

In ChJIB VIsta. Soon after opening, ..... HoINe~~~"1OClP85~d~~ii~iselection of 8lIIe Instruments. GnIduIIy. the~ hm
stcre became Chula Vlata'. fIr8t exclusive music store. 1ft 1
buIdIng at 380 llWd Ave. end In 1958 the busIne88
Center.......

Iso, the trlaol1.­
shaped plot i 10cated
near beavy loc I traffic
and there I no adjacent
area lor parking.

For these reasons, the
t te wa a little

hesitant about relealinl
the land, but finally did
after 14 month on the

promise that the area
would not become

"~~:::~~'cauit
a triangle," explained
Virginia Brissey,
bicentennial committee
vice chairman. "We
agreed to not call It a
park since that would
encourage use by
people. It was a con­
dition for settlinl the
bureaucratic tangle and
, • sake. But it

ptllIe89

Woman's Club.

commit! e "I'm
thrilled ith the
progress w he made
and with futur plans."

In addition to the park
project, the committee
has al 0 endorsed
compilation 01 a history
of Imperial Be ch by
the Imperial Beach

VOLUNTEERS agree
that the most difficult
step in gettinl the park
project underway was
the fil'st.

Over the years,
citizens had kicked
around the idea 01
cleaning up the piece 01
land, a task which
seemed all the more
formidable because it is
owaed pertly by the d\y
and partly by the state.

IN JUST30nARS,
FR.MMU

Apark, a tnan Ie
agr sygreen knoll

To elehr t this
country' 200th birth­
d y. c1Uz ns 01
Imperial Bach deci4ed
to upgrade a piece 01
th t country within their
city

Call it park, a
tnangle or gra sy knoll,
the thIrd-acre nestled
be ween Palm Ave. and

~~rhw;r;1 7~:~esu:; It s taken about four years to trans­
~;~~~al C:~:~tio~~cen- fonn the fonner dumping site

into a well-manicured lawn.
IT'S TAKEN about

four years to translorm
the former dumping site
into the well-manicured
lawn it is today. but
citizen lunteers can
kick baCK on July" and
congratulate them-
elves- for a job well

done.
"This project was one

of the first things we
c nsidered when we
b cam a anctioned

mmlltee," said Iyce
Bowler. c Irman oltbe
city's bicentennIal



.. W have relatives in National
City, but th t was only part of the

on w cam here. We thought it
ould be a r ally nice place to rais

a family. Originally it was the Na y.
I'm gl d about that."

Tom Martln
CbulaVist

"Climate and school. I'm
Gl'iginally trom Texas and hated it
there. I was raised all over the
country 0 when I went to school

e. I had to payout of state
fees. I'm into theatre, and,

Department t
'~j'_~-''''-_~II C J8I is great."

Ted Noland
Chula Vista

"Our uncle lives here and my dad
i3 going to retire here. The beaches
aren't that good considering I'm
from Hawaii. But I guess it's okay:'

Dallas Blegger
National City

"My mom's parent were living in
Imperial Beach and thought It was a
nice place to bring their kid up in.
And I moved to Chula Vi ta because
the people were diU r nt and nicer
than in lB. There's no gangs."

Diana Villanueva
Chula Vista

"My dad retired and so we came
h re from San Francisco. We were
recommended S n Diego by word of
mouth. We explor d th area and
found Chula Vista the best."

Janice 0101
Chula Vista



-B TERR.Y

DIE ClUE arti t on
he project Is Clarenc

alank, a retired COlI
tr ctor, who hu tbe
I rge ement tructure
In hi back yard.
Volunteers, In their free
moments, drop by the
Blank re Idence to glue
into plac the thousands
of tiles required to cover
both sides of the sign

Th~ American Lellon
post in Imperial Beach
has offered to help the
committee in financing
the w ter fountain
which wUl go on the
west end, opposite the
ceramic seal.

Landscaping at the
triangle will be the flnal
phase. Two trees have
already been donatecl­
one by Mayor Bert
Stites and his family
and will be com.
plemented by other
plantings, Including two
beds of the city's official
flower, the Bird of
Paradise

Garden Club, In addition
to privat donor

Th se InlU I funds
were used for 10.

tallatlon of a pnnkler
tern and the plantmg

of grass. The project's

second phase, a siX-foot
mosaic sign bearlll8 the
city's motto, "The Most
Southwesterly City in
the Continental United
States," is now belna
readied by local artists.

"This is an honor that
too often goes to the city
of San Diego," Mrs.
Brissey SaId. "As a
condition for donating to
the project, several of
the groups here asked
that that fact be
acknowledged Some.
where Ia tile tftanale "

students at South­
,,'est rn College.
evera] of their ideas

\I ere incorporated into
the ftnal plan, which will
officially be unveiled at
July 4 ceremonies.

As with most civic
endeavors. money was a
problem Committee
membe appealed to
service groups for
f'nanclal assistance.
Th first to reach Into
their pocket were the
Firemen's AUXiliary
and the Chula Vista

park, a triangle
agrassygreen knoll

The chief arti t on the project is
Clarence Blank a retired con­
trm.:tor, who has the large cement
structure in his back yard.




