














landed the student in
jail.

1o a better life

“1 guess my
her paid
ing the border. 8&randmot
chose plenty to get him out
SRR and get him aboard a
THE ADVEN- ship, the Benito
of Jose Vega

See related stories on page 34

FRANCISCO AZHOCAR
Anti-war idealist.

Juarez, at Mazat-
lan,” she said. Jose
had a brother on the
ship. When the ship
passed through Point
Loma immigration,
Jose, who spoke no
English, was to in-

Photo caurtesy Virginia Suenrostro

Six years ago an
immigrant * pioneer,
Josuke Sakamota, was
interviewed about early
times in South Bay.

AROUND 1921, Saka-
moto recalled, there
were any Japanese
farmers in Chula Vista
and National City. The
largest congregation of
Japanese farmers in the
county was thought to
be around Chula Vista.

With the World War IT
hysteria and the three-
year internment of all
persons. of Japanese
descent, the Japanese
American farmers were
scattered, never to
- return in such numbers
. farmers in South
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However, although no
count has been made
recently, several
Japanese-Americans
said they believe there
are more Japanese-
Americans living in
South Bay today than
there were before World
War 11

ONE MAN said “It is
so comfortable for us to
live here now." Two
persons attributed the
gradual return of the
Japanese-Americans to
L the fine reputation of
* South Bay schools,

There is today little
reference to the three
years .the Japanese
spent in internment, nor
is there the stony silence
that, until recently, met

form authorities that
he was visiting his
relative who sold
tamales on the dock.

Lending credence
to this family tale,
Mrs. Becerro said,
was the fact that
‘years later Jose
Vega, now a solid
respected South Bay
resident, discovered
his name listed as
Castro on im-
migration  records.
Castro was the name
of the tamale vendor.

YOUNG VEGA,
soon after his arrival
in the South Bay,
married into one of

recalled the

early
days when the
railroad was being
built, and the days

when people traveled
inbuggies to the large
social events in South

Bay, including
weddmgs christen-
ings and the

celebration of
Mexican holidays.
The Cotas were
close friends of the
Montijos, possibly the
oldest Mexican
family in South Bay.
Joseph Montijo 75, of

National City, a
leader in the
restoration of

Granger Music Hall,

Jose, who spoke no English, was
to inform authorities he was

ULSL[ng

his relative who sold

tamales on the dock.

the oldest Mexican
families in the area,
the Cotas, Jesus Cota
and Josefa Leon had
been married before
1880 in San Diego by
the famed Father
Ubach. Vega married
one of their
daughters, Josie, who
had been born in
National City in 1889.
The youngest and
only surviving child
of Jesus and Jofesa
Cota is Carmen Cota
Arnada, 74, of
National City. She

questions about the
ordeal,
This  week, Mrs.

Segawa recalled that
she was in the fourth
grade, her husband-to-
be in the sixth, when
they were taken with
their families to Poston,
Ariz,

“‘Since we were just
kids, the experience left
no lasting scars as it did

with the adults, on
whom it was very
hard,” she said.

TODAY, SOME older
members of the
community are still
sensitive and bitter
about the abrogation of
their rights as
American citizens and

is the grandson of a
pioneer Otay ran-
cher, Rafael Montijo,
who is buried in the
Nestor cemetary.
Among descen-
dents of Jose Vega is
Dr. Gloria Becerra,
daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Juan Becerra of
Imperial Beach, who
taught at Finney
school before
recently being em-
ployed by the federal
bilingual program in
Washington D.C.
—By JOEY HAM

wzll raise the celery now?

the property loss they
suffered.

“This is certainly
understandable,” Mrs.
Segawa said, “but most
of us say, ‘What's done,
is done,” and forget
about the past in the
pressure of living
today."”

The pressure that
morning was to make
sure the big breakfasts
being consumed by her
son, Mike, and his two
friends were sufficient.

The three had driven
down from the
University of California
at Iryine for the express
prupose of hearing the
rock group, Chicago.

~—By JOEY HAM




"i‘ < Shoppmg Center

Serving the citizens of the South

""" 15 YEARS]
Gallenkamp

Gallenkamp has been offering the American
family fine footwear in a wide selection in fash-
ions and pricing for over 65 years.

We try to bring you the finestin quality

vinyls as well as high grade leathers in both
thelatest fashions and the more trad-
N itional styles — allunconditionally
guaranteed. Our staff is quality too.
And they are all your neighbors—
local people, students. So come
onby, and think of us as your.
friendly neighborhood "Xosping Ametica onis
shoe store. feet since 1920,

15 Years of Guara '
Satisfaction to Sou
Homemakers

Since Sebastian Spering Kresge opened
Michigan, 1899, the Kresge Company has lived by
truth, honesty, belief in the customer and o sincere cm
amployees.

Because of these high ideals Mr. Kresge's initial se.m life
investment in that first store has multiplied to place hh‘l
pany among the ranks of the world's leading mass

We at the Chula Vista Kresgo store work daily 1o reflect
ideals of our founding father ering our customers b’ﬂr
and value pricing on all housahold Moz

Satisfaction Always

Marsi’ ssdedcatodtokeepmgmeyoung active San Diego

dressed in style.Our sales staff is made up of in-
lnvmed fashion minded individuals, actually fashion consul-
tants, whosemmnstokeepeachumlaverywommmﬁ
dressed within her budget.Helping our customers to do this
is a personal venture to us, solsammgmemoodsandpef
sonalities of

people important
apparel to sportswear and cosmetics, we mm help you to
create your own look in the latest of fashions.

Golden Rule store. Kemmerer w,..... 1902
1e1pa, 1. €. Parray hand woshed fobric

s hotel reom_ teating 1o hia satslociion fhe.
Jaima 1o quality batore oenng them 1o his

i 3
Jumes Cash Penney opened his first Gol:'&ﬂ Ito;'

Wyoming in April of 1902. He appropriately applied

philosophy to every facet of his business offering basic merchandise his

customers needed and quality merchandise at reasonable cost. JC

Penney also saw the importance of his company

the public and in 1913 laid down “The Penney idea”, mm»

erating concept then and now. There are sovon
o et e rervice we gree wl be ware wn' e

5 To tmprove conuimary the huamen S = o
et el OH e ot the el

o e oy et sttt

frowm surveives wnd 0w

Our state’s Spanish and Mexican heritage
is Califorina’s own Bicentennial story.
aging the original Kemmerer, Wyoming location
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- Francisco Azhocar,
educator, writer, poet

Azhocar, as a THE WAR raged in
r of the the Azhocar's home city
of Juanajuato. Mrs.
Buenrostro remembers
still “the agony on the
face of one of our maids
when her son was shot
down on the sidewalk
right in front of our
house. We watched him
die there."”

Mrs. Buenrostro's

“‘One brother had
ranks of one

ction seeking to
overthrow the current

ve as a legacy to my chil-
ﬁ!ﬁlowledge that their

‘an honest man, that
i&mhe would not
his

B hentage' our Mexican political exiles

FOUR GENERATIONS OF JOSE LOUIS CAMACHOS
The elder is still sprite at age 92.

- * kK
Jose Louis Camacho, the first of four

Jose Louis
Camacho, a young
major in the Mexican
revolutionary  war,
had a choice when the

See related story page 32

battle went against
his outfit. Officers of
the opposition gave

him a choice: “Get
across the border or
wind up dead.” He
emigrated to
Calexico.

Here, with $18,000
in his pocket (he was
the son of an affluent
Guadalarja ran-
cher); young
Camacho opened a
combination barber
shop (16 chairs) and
men’s gym complete
with steam baths.

He married a
beautiful girl and
started raising a
family. Then the
depression wiped out
his business, which
he sold at 10-cents on
the dollar of its
original value.

Camacho ended up
running the bar-
begshop at Tijuana’s
Agua Caliente resort
hotel, then came
back to operate a
barbershop, finally
settling for one in
National City’s
historic Brick Row.

b

CAMACHO, now 92
and a man of im-
mense dignity, sat in
an easy chair in the
home of his son,
National City
Councilman Jose
Louis Camacho Jr.,
and told his own life
story.

Did he ever regret
not returning to
Mexico?

Not really, because
he married a
beautiful girl here
who feared the
conditions for their
family in  war-
ravaged Mexico,
“and she was right.
She was a woman of
wisdom,” he said.

Camacho's ac-
quaintances tell
about him playing the
piano and singing and
reciting poetry, but
they remember more
the fact that
Camacho was one of
the best informed
men in town.

‘“He must have
read constantly,’"
said Amerigo Dini,
80, who was one of
Camacho’s steady
customers. “‘He could
talk on any subject
and did. Sometimes it
took him quite a
while to cut your hair
but we liked to hear
him talk."”

CAMACHO’S wife
died at age 39
following surgery,
and he was left to
raise nine children
ranging in age from 2
to 17. He refused to
marry again,

Two years ago,
Camacho’s seven
sons and two
daughters, their

children and gran-
dchildren, hired a
band, rented a hall,
invited their friends
and gave him a
rousing 90th birthday
party.

—By JOEY HAM
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| Francisco Azhocar
EXancisea ARtORa

Our Mexican exiles

Continued from page 34

is hand to his mouth
W to feed him,”
she said

V HE recovered,
added a
summer school
on the west
“We had four
My father had

er teach

beginner: He
I\L lh:rd and fourth

ha Becerra
of Imperial Beach
re bers those
summer schools well,
father made

calibre was doing in the
fields.

The Counsel checked
Azhocar's federal
record, wrote the
Mexican  government
and Azhocar was given
a job collecting taxes on

children were older,
volunteered her help at
San Diego Neigh-
borhood House then
began commuting to
Tijuana where she
tre d people at a [ree
clinic for the poor and

———————————————————————————————

When he recovered, hocar
added' a Spanish summer school
for children on the u 1

fish taken in Mexican
waters.

SAN DIEGO
physicians, learning
that his wife was an
accredited physician in
Mexico, had her
register her license with
the California Board of
Health so she could
work for them.
could not practi

where
practice medi
It is true,
Buenrostro sa
her father’s decision to
le: Mexico resulted in
his children losing out
on their educations and
expected lifestyle
my father said ‘T leave
as legacy to my
chﬂdn n the knowlcdge
that their father was an
honest ~man, that
whate' the cost he
Id not comproml\e
i B she

i
—By JOEY HAM

Smart shoppera Know that aomparison shopping
way to find the best deals and Larry and Paula Pratt ence
their customers to do this. They know they can of
the best quality for unbelievable low prices. Also,

is the

services are available, but if you need your mattress to

you can take it home when you buy! Larry and Paula runa
comtortable informal store where you can browse and relax
while you shop. No frilly showroom extras, just a m

ful of mattresses and corner groups in all shapes, sizes
colors, and firmnesses imaginable. So, wrv\bdmm

matlress or new beds'ovmekldsmmmplﬁ and

then visit Pratt’s Mattress Warehouse. You and your

book will be happy you did.

HULA VISTA ELECTRIC
ONLY IN AMERICA"...

could Joe Burkhart, an orphan from lllinois, begin
“his career as a stock boy and work his way to owner-
'ship of Chula Vista Electric in 1940. With Joe's drive
and direction, the company shifted from residential
work to commercial jobs and broadened its scope to
include all of San Diego county and become one of
the largest electrical contractors in the country.

““‘Only in America’’

_.could 12 year old Ken Kimball knock at the door of Chula
Vista Electric, go to work as a stock boy and just 17 years
later become sole owner of the company . In a country where
hard work and determination open the doors of opportunity,
Ken started at 75¢ an hour and now directs the progress
of a multi-million doflar company. His efforts and the efforts

of his fine staff, not qifts or government subsidies, are
sponsible for the success of Chula Vista Electric

CHULA VISTA ELECTRIC
valdlng assured performance on every job!

*institutional
semergency sarvice

re

A
&

Chuls Vists Elsctric wa
Highd lighting &1 Barbem »




shelves of books and
circles of colorful
carpet which run to
the large fireplace at
the east end of the

D floors of the new

The children’s
library is twice the
size of the present

Microfilm editions of
The Star-News will
be kept there as well.

A piano room will
be available for those

3

Librorian Bl i

DECORATE ADULT READING LOUNGE

{

colored :
of quilted THE CHILDREN'S
hour-story room is
decorated with
brillant blue and red
and  walls of burlap-like
plastic wallpaper
. with white accents,

: colors that would
i

have made Betsy
Ross proud. *
The history room is
also at the east end of
5 a:' library where
* Levine plans to
ico se historical
"ieeuul and old
timer’s recollections

of local hist

not fortunate enough
to own one of their
own, as will a
photography lab for
budding camera
bugs. Donations of
photo equipment will
have to be made
available by local
organizations, how-
ever, since only the
room itself was in-
cluded in the budget,
she said.

THE MAIN ROOM
of the library will
quite honestly take
your breath away

bec-use of its nhecr buildlng.

size alone. The high
ceilings draped with
more quilted pat-
chwork banners, the
huge fireplace at the

l
|

Stor News photo.

west end of the room
and the colorful
carpeting all add up
to a shrine for
literature.

“It will be a poor
man’s club,” the
librarian said, ‘“‘a
sanctuary to visit to
relax and read.”

The northern wall
is lined with windows
to make the most of
available light. The
south  wall has
several large por-
thole windows, as do
most of the other
rooms within the

It will be a poor man’s club, asanctuary tovisit torelax and read

MRS. LEVINE is
proud of the
auditorium, which
will be used for film
viewing plays,
meetings and other
functions for both
library and general
public use

There will also be a
film preview room,

and the library will
continue to loan out

—

The high ceil-
ings draped with
quilted
quilted patch-
work banners,
the huge

more

fire-
place at the west
end of the room
and the colorful
carpeting all add
up to a shrine for
literature.

16 mm projectors and
films. Tape cassettes
and art prints are
also available from a
large L-shaped
counter in the corner
of the adult reading
lounge.

Cubicles at the
west end of the
lounge will have coin-
operated typewriters
for budding writers
or students with
homework.

The downstairs
area, roughly the size
of the present
library, houses of-
fices, an art display
workroom, supplies,
shipping and
receiving operations,
valuable documents
and technical ser-
vices, among others.

Warm colors, large
arrows and names of
individual services
painted on walls are

incorporated into
spacious  attractive
work areas.




IB bicentennial project

Apark, atriangle
agrassy green knoll

To celebrate this
country’s 200th birth-
day, citizens of

Imperial Beach decided
to upgrade a piece of
that country within their
city.

Call it a park, a
triangie or grassy knoll,
the third-acre nestled
between Palm Ave, and
Highway 75 this sum-
mer will become the
city's official bicen-
tennial contribution.

IT'S TAKEN about
four years to transform
the former dumping site
into the well-manicured
lawn it is today, but
citizen volunteers can
kick back on July 4 and
congratulate them-
selves™ for a job well

“This project was one
of the first things we
c red when we
came a anctioned
committee,” said Alyce
Bowler, chairman of the
city’s bicentennial

committee. ‘“‘I'm
thrilled  with the
progress we have made
and with future plans.”

In addition to the park
project, the committee
has also endorsed
compilation of a history
of Imperial Beach by
the Imperial Beach

Also, the triangle-
shaped plot is located
near heavy local traffic
and there is no adjacent
area for parking.

For these reasons, the
state was a little
hesitant about releasing
the land, but finally did
after 14 months on the
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WE HELP KEEP AMERICA
ON THE MOVE!

CHULA VISTA BUS LI}

THE CITY MON.-SAT. 6

CALL 282- 0921 ron /NFoancw 5

It’s taken about four years to trans-
form the former dumping site
into a well-manicured lawn.

Woman’s Club.

VOLUNTEERS agree
that the most difficult
step in getting the park
project underway was
the first.

Over the - years,
citizens had kicked
around the idea of
cleaning up the piece of
land, a task which

_seemed all the more

formidable because it is
owned partly by the city
and partly by the state.

promise that the area
would not become
“people-oriented.”
“That's why we call it
a triangle,” explained
Virginia Brissey,
bicentennial committee
vice chairman. “‘We
agreed to not call it a
park since that would
encourage use by
people. It was a con-
dition for settling the
bureaucratic tangle and
for safety’s sake. But it
Continued on page 39

s 93 years

...the best in local joumallsm

For almost a century, the Star-News has

complete local news coverage in the South ‘ﬂf.~
Its three newspapers, The Chula Vista Star-News,
The National Cwy Star-News and The Imperial Beach M
Star-News have been award winners time and time
again on both state and national levels. And M w
importantly, the Star-News is a community

providing in-depth coverage on issues that are

est to home!

c: %tar—Nvmg{

INJUST 30 YEARS,

TO FULL-LINE

THEN...

Chula Vista's first music shop began as a flourishing trade in music lessons.
early 1940's by Mrs. Vera Howe, the business was geared to

music lessons

for
Chula Vista Music, asltwascalled operatsdmahuneonmmdm
ChulaV‘slaSom

of sale

Since 1963, the store has been owned and
kept the shop well atuned to

of the South Bay. In 1968, Harper's outwaw
and moved to 266% Third Ave. Harper's now of

Harpefwho

still carries on the tradition of teaching-providi nq
staff of instructors for basic m advn‘nc?a r:\u:ic
the past 13 years, Harper's continued to nppm
South Bay and has earned its reputation as the South
complete music store.

§;§

HARPER'S Music Store 266% 3rd, C.V. |

Keeping in tune with the South Bay...




“The Navy. We had orders to go (o
Hawaii but we had them changed so
we could stay here in the South Bay.
There is so much to do. You never
really have to travel too far to go to
any one place.”

Rosa Adaska
National City

“We have relatives in National
City, but that was only part of the
reason we came here. We thought it
would be a really nice place to raise
a family. Originally it was the Navy,
so I'm glad about that.”

Tom Martin
Chula Vista

‘“‘Climate and school. I'm
originally from Texas and hated it
there. I was raised all over the
country so when I went to school
there, 1 had to pay out of state

the Drama Department at

Southwestern College is great.’
el Ted Noland
Chula Vista

“I was born here, But originally
the Navy brought my parents out
here. The weather is great; I
couldn’t complain. The area is
getting a bit radical, but for the most
part, it's mellow enough.”

Mrs. niag
Chula Vista

“I'm originally from Denver,
Colo., and it's kind of hard to beat a
place like that. I like the snow and
the snow-capped mountains a lot.
The area here is sort of dry and the
people are very average.”’

Judy Yoblonski
Chula Vista

“My work brought me here. We
lived in Mira Mesa and I was
working at the Chula Vista outlet of
Bud’s Athletic Supply. I wanted to be
nearer the store. It's been 31 years
and I've found everything close and
‘convenient."

Steve Hembera
Chula Vista

residence fees. I'm into theatre, and

Q. Why did you come to the South Bay?

‘L moved here because it's mellow
and there aren't any rowdy vibes
here Jike: there are in other places,
It's easy-going and relaxed. We
sometimes go to Our House. It's a

drop-in center. You can kick back
and meet different people.”
Rick Hanson
Chula Vista

“I came from Massachusetts and
moved to the South Bay because my
wife was brought up here. We have a
lot of relatives here. I worked in La
Jolla, but then moved to National
City, but it didn’t really seem like a
city to me. So finally we came to
Chula Vista.”

Carl Fahlbeck
Chula Vista

“Our uncle lives here and my dad
is going to retire here. The beaches
aren’t that good considering I'm
from Hawaii. But I guess it's okay."”

Dallas Blegger
National City

“‘My mom'’s parents were living in
Imperial Beach and thought it was a
nice place to bring their kids up in.
And I moved to Chula Vista because
the people were different and nicer
than in IB. There's no gangs.”

Diana Villanueva
Chula Vista

*‘My dad retired and so we came
here from San Francisco. We were
recommended San Diego by word of
mouth. We explored the area and
found Chula Vista the best."

Janice Diol
Chula Vista

““When we lived in Florida, it was
like walking into a furnace in the
summer, The climate here is very
moderate and we are very satisfied
living in the South Bay.

Rose Linder
Chula Vista




Apark, atriangle
agrassy green knoll

Continued from page 37

was worth it just to hear

the favorable comment:
from
fown.”

TO GET IDEAS for
the park, the committee

went to architecture

the people in

Garden Club, in addition
to private donors.
s

These initial funds
were used for in-
stallation of a sprinkier
system and the planting
of grass. The project's

THE CHIEF artist on
the project is Clarence
Blank, a retired con-
tractor, who has the
large cement structure
in his back yard.
Volunteers, in their free
moments, drop by the

The chief artis
Clarence Blan

t on the project is
k, a retired con-

tractor, who has the large cement

structure in his

back yard.

students at South-
western College.
Several of their ideas
were incorporated into
the final plan, which will
officially be unveiled at
July 4 ceremonies.

As with most civic
endeavors, money was a
problem. Committee
members appealed to

ice groups for
ncial assistance.

st to reach into
pockets were the
en’s Auxiliary
the Chula Vista

and

second phase, a six-foot
mosaic sign bearing the
city’s motto, “The Most
Southwesterly City in
the Continental United
States,” is now being
readied by local artists,
““This is an honor that
too often goes to the city
of San Diego,” Mrs.
Brissey said. “As a
condition for donating to
the project, several of
the groups here asked
that that fact be
acknowledged some-
where in the triangle.”

Blank resid to glue
into place the thousands
of tiles required to cover
both sides of the sign.

The American Legion
post in Imperial Beach
has offered to help the
committee in financing
the water fountain
which will go on the
west end, opposite the
ceramic seal.

Landscaping of the
triangle will be the final
phase. Two trees have
already been donated-
one by Mayor Bert
Stites and his family-
and will be com-
plemented by other
plantings, including two
beds of the city’s official

flower, the Bird of
Paradise.
—By TERRY
MERRYMAN

CAB CO. _
474-1544

SERVING y
CHULA VISTA*NATIONAL CITY*BONITA*OTAYsi|

24-Hour Prompt Courteous Service*Radio

Omar Rendering

PaN

4826 Otay Valley Road, Chula Vi
Since 1947...
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meat and bone meal for poultry food and fattener for

DIVISION OF

Providing a necessary commu

\ a3

siness was

ed from Chula Vista Hi

DAY

For nineteen years, customers have been driving-in to CHULA VISTA TV
with faulty TV's for a courtesy check-up while they enjoy a cup of coffee

started in 1957 by owners, Jack Taylor, who graduat

igh School, and his wife Jo
rear of the small old house on Third Ave, while

yce. They lived in the
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assistants and supervisors. In addition to trucks assigned to antenna er-
ection, the company fields 24 radio-dispatch service trucks.

on his way shortly after a distress call

theough its front door; and the following year, gave the front a fabe-lift. A
ocond store, in 1862, called “HOUSE OF C/M” was started in Mission

enter, and
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Plaza. Howev:
1sive three-store
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41 Offices Serving California

HOME FEDERAL SAVINGS

of San Diego

The South Bay's largest Savings and Loan Association
In Chula Vista at 5th and H Sts Imperial Beach at 1100 Paim Ave.. and ©coming soon to San Ysidro
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