











but when he puts his shoulder to the wheel, it moves' -
“If there's a “'go’” in it he’ll make it go,”" and more in the
same vein. By now Frank Kimball knew most of these
compliments were but “‘puffs of air”.

Thomas Nickerson was the spokesman for the eve-
ning. All officials of the railroad and some appreciative
guests from San Diego were unstinted in their praise of the
Kimball Brothers and specifically, Frank Kimball. “A
sketch of San Diego County would be incomplete without
reference to the energy, tact and undying grit of the Kim-
ball Brothers. To Frank Kimball, San Diego City and
County owes a debt of gratitude for, to him, in a large
measure, can be attributed the success of San Diego’s
present railroad communication.”

The Bemoval of the Shops

On Aug. 11, 1883 Frank Kimball answered a letter
from Mr. Wilbur in Boston, “You said the enterprise has
“dragged”’. If it has dragged with you what can you think
of the drag we've had here. The corrugated iron for the
rcofs of all seven of our planned buildings has been
shipped to Mexico. Vast quantities of machinery have gone
to the same place. All the steel rails except just enough
to reach San Bernardino have gone which makes it look
as though the Calif. Southern has no intention of carrying
out its agreement to meet the Atlantic and Pacific

“From all reports the equipment was brought here to
meet the “spirit”” of the bond then taken away to be used
on the Sonora Railroad.”

Frank also wrote Mr. Wilbur, “Mr. S. H. Clark of
the Union Pacific told me that Mr. Nickerson had made a
proposition to sell the Calif. So. to Huntington and Stan-
ford but they would not pay the price that Nickerson
wanted.”

On Jan. 22, 1884 Frank makes entry in his diary
“Saw letter from Mr. Nickerson regarding the proposed
sale of the road to the Santa Fe".

Then came that terrible storm and an assessment to
meet the cost of repairs.

On April 22, 1885 Frank Kimball wrote to his
brother, Levi, “D.C. Reed says he has information from
2 reliable source that railroad shops, general offices. tracks
and all are to be taken away and put at 22nd St. in San
Diego. If so he is better informed than I am.” Frank could
not believe this rumor. Had he not been with Mr. Nicker-
son in his private car just a few weeks previous when that
official had said the end was not yet in sight for the
progress of National City?

When plans were formulated for ‘‘Railroad Day”
Frank asked to be excused from participating and Warren
Kimball was appointed in his place. Probably the whole
thing had the ring of insincerity to Frank Kimball as he
recalled the recent rumors.
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days previous to the celebration
m"e:bf;‘:he B)»'oa}r’d of Directors of the Californi, S
who were practically all Santa Fe men, ang a me
the Santa Fe was agreed upon. Frank, with his
vote, tried to circumvent the merger. He writes, -
to take the lands which I gave the Calif. So
acres, with other donations I secured for
together with lands I purchased for the ;
which I paid out for them about $130,000 ! o
3 years and return to them all the cost of the railroad.
This would have left ghe Syndicate in POssession f »
huge acreage of the National Ranch. These men who ¢
always complaining that they were not‘gemng sufficien;
return for their money refused Erank Klml?all S request
Then came the big celebration with jts SUpPposedj,
imentary speeches. 5
mm.glgzrntheycexzmony the railroad officials pre

a Meetjp,

Out}

Offeor,
uthern, 1o &
the COmpan.
Syndicnu .""
and sel] ;, .*

r sent ex-
pressed their eagerness to return hqme. As the Calif, South.
ern had reached its connection with the & 8 P. ang as

had complied with the general terms of the agre
:E:yRaﬂmad l::ﬂ‘icials asked Frank and Warren K
to make full conveyance.

This touched a responsive chord in Frank Kimball’s
soul when they said they wanted to go home. How wel]
they knew Frank Kimball and his love for ‘the Old Home-
tead’.
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Frank writes, “Everything seemed so fair and in such

good faith that we made full conveyance and closed the
matter up,”

At once the;

Te was a change in the policy of the rajl-
road in regard to the handli i

B. Strong, presi-
dent of the A.T. & S.F., who had [eft San Diego on the
12th. The letter was a protest against the proposition to
land the freight received by sea, and destined for distriby-

upon by the Kimballs
went into detail, and
assessments, facts and
intention of the offi-
make Nationa] City

ifi i e er: yste Trans-
o fic Terminal of the Southe a Systam' of
the 'P;C(la; railroads,” according to Circular No. 1 .
iR ular No. 2 was by order of the Board of Direc-
C“cder Resolution, to raise $765,000 to complete the
sEE l'mn with the cross country ra“ro:‘_d» and to vnmv\de
gt shops and other important facilities at National
m‘aCh"gircular No. 3 ordered an assessment to extend the
C‘tY'f to deeper water and to erect suitable sheds ar_\d
wghar space for the protection of freight: to comp\ctg its
stor;gi:‘e Fs’hops and to erect freight and passenger stations
3t National City: $417,000 was asked. ik
A k closed his letter by stating, I behgve that a
Lo oration like that over which you preside, would
greatf corapmoment think of making any proposition to x.hc
a0t orf San Diego which would change the :\grcurvmv{lfr
City 3 into between the parties first named and_m\.h :
;me:sing I have donated the bulk of my Mcds mm;nf:r:&d
e erprise  wholl rojecte and ca
e tlc)) 3:1 :QTEK'{P[H:“\; :SO n{s rf‘urthcr correspondence
;)hroue%: F‘:ankyKimbali and Mr. Strong though he was
etw 2 A 4
i nal City again. i &
25 SEl"nl'l:: ?‘tarll\fia%o Town Co. took over most of the land
ilroad. 2 y .
o ble at the International Hotel. ‘\hn_ageru
i il San Diego are filled to over-flow
e ol e \1‘"" closed, ““There have been 'SQ
ing and the Iptc;nauona |s‘ o i o ikl i
more applications for a lease S k. Wilber.
5 tion or imposition’’, Frank write o s i
g has suffered thousands o ar A
‘“Land and Tovyn e h e u_rlght 0
Why in—doesn’t zomeom thing done? Get Mr. Sibley and
i me! :
mething or order somef o
g Sohim Ll gl h the whole railroad
urgeank was getting dlsgustci \l&rg lé kHorton sold 100
: 1ling his stock. o K
ffair, and began sell 3 b
ah res for me, $12.50 per share. o ki i B
= It came as a surprise to most %cop Diego. Injunctions
intendent’s Office was moved t1Obu:;n as the Record sa\g‘
inst the remova , as, S ctand
re served agains : e Tikeirone 4
y%h o) wete swept as,‘ L’nal leaves National
b '([zy ill be a cold day when the Term1
ut it w

ity.”
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The paper refused to give ground to some San Diegans
who declared the whole administrative set-up of the Caljf.
So. would soon be in San Diego.

“Fight, neighbor, fight

Fight on if you will,

The Headquarters are in National still.
In the fight do not pull your props

For National City still has the shops.”

The Superintendent’s Office had been under the dir
tion of “J. M. Victor with 10 men in his office: 4 men
in the Ticket Division, 5 men in the Cashier's Office, 8
men in the local Auditor's Office and Agent Beach, in
charge of communications. employed 2 men,"’

The town had hardly adjusted itself to the remov
the Superintendent's Office when a special car of high
officials arrived and looked over the railroad properties.
They said it was a “‘health and pleasure trip”. In a couple

of weeks another inspection was made and the headquarters
office was moved to Colton.

ec-

al of

Colton, believing it was in the daw
prosperity as a railroad town, boomed.
plant was set up, buildings constructed and stre

n of a period of
A large fire-brick
et improve-
shop there.
ns as to the
replied on Jan. 7, ’86,
ps at Colton. Is it any reason to sup-
3 their large machine shops from this
Bay? It is almost absurd to discuss such a probability until
we have something more definite.”

At the height of its “Boom,” Colton received word
the headquarters office was to be transferred to San Ber-
nardino. “The Record sent word to Colton, “Our sym-
pathy to Colton. The ways of a railroad corporation are
dark and very uncertain. Mr, Dilley, former principal of
the Nanona! City Schools, has been appointed Assistant
store keeper in the Calif. So. office at San Bernardino.”

The rumor of the removal of the shops persisted but
were denied by the company, “The new shops built at
Colton and San Bernardino are just additions.”
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ments made. for the railroad had built a repair

The San Diego Sun, beseiged with questio
future status of our Bay area,
“There are repair sho;
pose they will move

: ion did the people of the Bay area put
Whaf lpj:;}:{cﬁ?}r[(}))lz Califmr?i; 2outhern train, which
on this e regl;lar as clock work, came in late yesterday.
AIwaTS, a: will have to limp back to San Bcrnvardino
The ﬂ:,gel\: machinery has been installed which will care
wherf,e repairs required.”’ 2
i April of 1887 another group of inspectors came to
}n lpCity and stated they were consolidating various
Nanomd their offices, under one system. A :
guets: 2}I:'ls brings in the financial crisis of 1887 which had
-I; éing the country for several years. It was not called
be‘en - jon’: that was to come in 1893, but a recession.
? dcpresfile a s'tudy of this period when writing my father’s
(s lgr::‘:lao Pioneer history. Depressions are caused by the
" roduction of some article. This time it was the over-
ove:i-pction of railroads and inflated land values that
i ‘:i a tightening of money. Railroads had been built
causer than goods were produced to make freighting a
;ﬁ;itable business and every railroad compap\" made [l‘w
effort to entice what little passenger and freight b}:l;sxrr!\s%
there was, to patronage their lm_c_. In Colornc%o ltdLﬂ atr;
between Denver and Pueble was 75¢, and you uziu ?otl >
Chicago for $5.00. \\Thcn the smaller rmlr(?a 15-011 1;
country had been elimma[c'd. or nbsorbeﬁd }v\ f( 1:1 ‘rg‘;[
companies and liquidated, :i( }mcnmc }JII\RSL o og e
s siness improved, for a while. 3
dog'i‘;}e]e%ttzgison. To?mka © Santa Fe had C\'ld\?ﬂf‘\' h?d
their assets strained during this period. and were consoli-
i ir interests. ) : 3
danr—lrghéhefé;clord refrained from any mention of actn‘nf}'
around the shops, but there were a number of annnu(rjn;;r
ments in the San Diego Union; ““Another freight ]\\AB ,“
machinery came through town on its way to illm l\r—
nardino.” San Diego was suffering more. hnar_um 1\, H.J.S
National City. Many .of the railroad cmployu:s h'Ml ‘m_;:\: :
having heard the previous rumor of the change of the shop
Diego. .
£ Sjll'nhe pa%)er recalled the time when Coqgrcss rctuscg m
give further aid to the Texas Pacm( 4wh1ch would . 1n
secured for the Bay area that railroad, ms[e_:}d of the u)(-
ing interest of the California Southern. “Had Congress
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xas Pacific Aid Bill, the pages of the Unio,,
would not bear to the reader the mel‘lncholy narrative of
ruin which occupies this space to-day.”" (July 27, 1887
Piece by piece the shops were moved, aqd the employ

ees went with them, “‘One year ago (I arch '86) the entire
pay roll of the California Southern figured more than
$20,000 a month. Now $4000 will pay for everyonc

employed out from this terminal.”’ 3
Even to the last there were those who believed the

situation in the terminal was only temporary. “The re-
cently removed machinery and men from the shops of the
Calif. So. will shortly be returned to their old quarters.
They were taken to San Bernardino but not unloaded.””
But the terminal was gone, and with it the hopes that the
railroad would bring a position of exceptional importance
to the Bay area.

San Diego was to receive another blow. When the
last shipment of machinery left National City the super-
intendent’s office was transferred to Los Angeles.

As late as Oct. 31, 1889 Railroad officials came on
another ‘inspection tour’. They said they were thinking of
instituting a larger system of coal bunkers. Yes, ‘Bunk’ers.
As it was they were using the wharf very little, now that

Pittsburg was supplying steel, and coal was brought to
San Bernardino from the Utah coal fields.

The removal of the shops had a far-reaching effect;
over in Australia many of the sailing vessels that had plied
cfg; Sfé:?o;)nn I{Ih’ar Ionlg 80-day journey to America, bringing

s ewcastle, were now lying idly at anchor.
Spmc“:s,C;E}()JSOfllpgSplant. was kept running until the

— fOar mY' an Diego was completed; then it was
prcsy r service, was dismantled and shipped to St.
routlhg (E:::{C}?gxeatS%urhem had been running on two
et o 3/ anta Ana and an alternate route to
through Temecula Cafxm mla}r;d. In surveying the route
e gi\)/,:nvtht e eastern engineers refused

isms of California rivers, r/l\s tehm fm regacd to i G
through th - 415 there was no water flowing

81 the canyon at the time the i

Frank Kimball, and that of y ignored the advice of
an old-timer when she showed

passed the Te
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the water line during flood years. In "88 the low

m
;:’ied tracks th{OUgh the cut were washed away. They were
rep‘-li“d but in ‘91 another flood brought complete de-
struction

The Record. speaking of Temecula Canyon said, “Te-
mecula Canyon! That was the most unkind cut of all.”
The inland route was d\scardc_dv

National City and San Diego were now on a branch
line from Los Angeles. Theirvm'\lmad. bought, paid for,
put never kept. was a thing of the past when viewed as a
Pacific Coast Terminal.

Every Saturday morning a little lady used to pass my
home, laden with choice flowers for a ward in the Navy
Hospital where few visitors were allowed: the basket cases
of World War I

She was Mrs. Edmund Thelen, who, with her husband
and sons, had come to National City in the 80’s and de-
veloped “El Rancho Valencia,” another National City
showplace. In recent years a son Max, a San Francisco
lawyer, has made many contributions to our National City
library, in memory of his parents.

One morning Mrs. Thelen and I went to town to-
gether, and were talking of the growth of National City
and incidents of other days. I asked her about the railroad,
“How could they move the shops when they signed that
agreement with the Kimballs?”

She replied, *“The omission of one little word pro-
vided them with the loop-hole they desired. The contract
should have read, “To build shops and maintain them.
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The Southern Pacific Gomes 1, g,
Diego and a Boad Beaches Yup,,

In 1897 Frank Kimball wrote to his friend, G. | D
ford of Concord: N. H., “This county, when | «\M

into it, was almost as large as the comb_lnCd area of N,.
Hampshire and Vermont. My nearest neighbor to the "
was nine miles (Captain Porter) and not another ('_‘,‘,;v\‘
for fifty miles. To the south was one man and he was o)
with his Mexican family occasionally, for seven hung,,
miles. Ten miles northwest was Old Town where (}, \[’\
were a few white families; all others being Mexican.

“I believe this act of mine in bringing my family her,
and the work I have put in enterprises resulted in the s
tling of many of the 20,000 persons now in San Djcg,
County. 3
“However, I look back and see, without regret, wher,
I have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars in the dc\

velopment of this state.””
bs Frank Kimball’s ambition bad been to see National
plty ic terminal of a trans-continental railroad: also the
ffg;;l %tthc sll;x)ppmg that came over the sea lanes as Nj.
Complemé?;a eep cdhalr;nel and the wharf, when vir was
e Ay ort'ra};]igelfrrlate decreed otherwise but his faith
rem;}l‘m‘d unshaken. N R Dlicgo Coumy
n 1874 i =

Valley to bri;}s’; x{/(olg]lba”; i o gion
shipient. Ther i wheat and honey to the wharf for
to Adam'’s Sheci‘PC Rél;tEdhtwo s B ey
way of Dr. Noel's, T’;)ce oct?):ral’ to Hawke's and back by
over to the Cajon Valley, F walf - ey and
chain for 6 miles then handj rank mentions carrying the
it 4 miles. “I have compler, ?g it to Warren who carried
rather to a point on the é’a, e E road to Cajon Valley or
City. I have built it ar m Jon Road 5 miles from National
Y expense. The lowest bid from

any contractor was $2300
26 it myself and it is alf do
» I every way, a desirable public highway.”

i December qf 1882 the Kimball's, Fred Copeland,
Elizur Steele, H. E. Cooper and ;\‘{ Blackmer organized
he “National City and Cajon Valley Railroad’. Articles
[f Incorporation were filed with a Capital Stock of $350.-
2 $1.00 per share. The route was ‘“Whitney's through

t
?].?eo(a:anYOﬂ to Spring Valley, to Burbeck’s, to Jamacha
to Cajon, to Clark’s, via the Cajon Road to D. C
Dodgebs-” lt_ was ‘cs(x(matrd it would be completed by the
time the Cailfornia Southern was in operation

A Syndicate of Riverside men took over Cajon lands

for ‘Colonization’, as selling a sub-division was called in
those days. On the 5th of January 1883 Frank Kimball
conferred with these men, “Rode to Cajon to meet the
Syndicate from R_njch\dc to dcm.dc on depots for the Na-
tional City and Cajon Railroad.”
In their advertising booklet the Company stresses the
narrow-gauge railroad which will connect Cajon Valley
and National City. It would be used to transport farm
products, also Cajon granite to the wharf, which everyone
expected would be built.

Some grading was done but funds were exhausted so
the road entered into a period of inertia. )

Others were recognizing the value of San Diego's back
country: among them Gov. Waterman and his son, also
Tom Daly, Mr. Long (Bank Director in San Diego) and
W. G. Riffenburg who formed a Development Cm,“'.
pany. Under their direction the ‘Cuyamaca RA\!mA% \‘\'A:
organized and right of way obtained out from Sin \‘u\{n‘:
San Diegoans gave subsidy notes for $165,00( pa\ :\: 3
on the completion of the first 20 miles. Gmdmg a-n\ .:\l“,x
struction began from San Diego. The road was \1\,::2
for Cajon but when the Company found l'ht‘.‘\ lt;:‘x;cdhx\o
larger subsidies from Lake Side the road was chang
only at its northwest corner. :
: a was re-routed Levi
d $10,000 to any railrc

Chase, 2
vad that

touch Cajon

When the Cuyamac
Cajon Valley rancher offere
would come to Cajon Valley.

Frank wrote to Be
who was the President o
valley is open to us if we can pus

o B e

f the Land and Town,

nj. Kimball (no relation) in Bp_g{};‘r\c

1 the Cajon Railroad and

|
!
|
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assure the people of the Valley we will be there =
e oy,

this season’s harvest. ’
He reverted to the building of the ‘National Cj¢,

Otay Railroad’ which went up Sweetwater Valley, |
to have the N.C. & Otay go on to Cajon and leave E X
eer’s Schuyler’s La Presa scheme alone but—No! ]’",‘Q“"
I'll have to die before anyone will take my advice.” g e
Frank continued to make his plea to the Lang
Town. “Governor Waterman is in an awful s<wcu T
cause the people do not respond to calls for his sub;id "
little has been paid on donations, less on stock. Thl“ ;M'
ernor says he will stop if they don’t come through.” &
When the Land and Town refused to back the ey
tension of the Otay to Cajon (which would have kbk»i\r
standard gauge) and Waterman's Development Com i
withdrew there was a reorganization of the Cuy1mn~'v
and it became the Cuyamaca % Eastern and Frank Ki‘ n;;ua
was in San Diego trying to raise funds to develom »
Cuyéma}c:aband run it into Cajon Valley Bhte
n February 27, 1889, “Now it’s Gy
Eastern Raxl_road”, said the National City lserg:l;arfnaca E
re-organization of the old ‘Cajon and National C‘a ter the
the ‘Cuyamaca’ and they added, “Will thi A
through to Yuma?” { g tis road. get
Out of Cajon the fund.
o ijly T quotedu?hes S‘«arf)reDgxhal:xgsted. The Record
charitable than the Union in givin ey (alv_vays more
forts), “When Frank Kimball camg th’)raSlSaen [I%'Klmba“ %
£ail Diego to raise
"The splendid San Il)l"oad of o met with rebuffs.
National Cj iego of today would o
nal City wealth had o kAR
Southern to the Bay and ey ght che
not have been startyd it tbe
5 g ed if this
Sa DPPe into the breach wit
"“o'f‘go could not raise
N ne enterprising S e
$500,000 o g San Diego m i
SoAfss ,fq simply because the Kigmb l?n said he was worth
crificing and h alls had been liberal
¢ walked away. W, s and
Y. We should all co-

Operate for we -
We are all in ¥
The railroad pey, the same boat in the same Bay."”

0 Californi,

NCu.yamaca Eastern’ wcol?lléil

5 atlxonal City resident had
a large sum of money that

blessing ¢ ever reached Yum ;s
g to the Cajon Valley ang n:arblt;; it has been a

-by communitj
g ities.

imball had put forth his best efforts to keep faith
F‘-igkdi(e”x:nchers in the Valley. R
i Leaving the Cuyamaca we go back to May 10, 1884.
The usual railroad-minded group met in the office of
Judge Luce. These were Frank and Warren Kimball, E.
W. Morse, Judge Luce, J. S. Gordon and Ignacio Allus,
Governor _of Baja, California, and they organized the
‘Baja California % Sonora Railroad’, better known as the
‘Bee Line’. It woulf:l run from National City to Tia Juana,
through Baja California, crossing the Colorado near its
mouth, through the State of Sonora, into Arizona where
it would connect with the Santa Fe at Calabasas
In the Kimball diary there is an amusing description of
the Committee meetings. Frank Kimball was appointed to
go to Boston to confer with Mr. Rogers, President of the
Santa Fe, in regard to obtaining financial aid to speed the
road to its junction with the Santa Fe. He would not go
and Governor Allus was sent in his place. In a few days
the railroad Committee received this message, ““Mr. Rogers
has no money. I'll wait for Mr. Kimball.”” The Committee
wired Mr. Rogers asking what sort of a proposition Gov.
Allus presented but Frank does not mention the answer.

Frank Kimball leaves the ‘Bee Line Story’ uncompleted
except for a description of the opening ceremonies, At
Mexican line and Tia Juana and assisted in breaking
ground for the Baja California ¥ Sonora Railroad. Don
Ynacio Arguello threw the first earth. Judge Luce, Mr.
Blackmer and Senor Arguello made speeches.”’

A few years later another San Diego resident. John D.
Spreckels, was to assist in building a road over this general
route and Frank Kimball, in the sunset of life was to say,
“] wonder of the ‘San Diego % Arizona’ will reach
Yuma?”'.

In 1886 other money was coming into the Bay area,
principally to Coronado. The Union extolled the advent
of ‘Babcock and Story’ but the San Diego Sun countered
with, “‘Babcock and Story? Who made the Bay area attrac-
tive for these men? The Kimballs!”

The new development company had platted out Coro-
nado, built the Hotel also the ‘Belt Line’ which circled the

Bay.
500




r a right of way through National s
it was granted and ran oy,

They asked fol
and after much controversy.
Third Avenue. ; !

nank wrote to his friieng.’lp‘ K. ‘}j—[orr%rg in Bostop
kholder in Lan own, describing a regim,
e e ‘Smith. Babcock and Story’ J':(l

hich he characterizes as. l
I::hli;d them are Strong and the Atchison, Topeka % Santa
Fe. Babcock and Story could have run their Belt Line ove,

the railroad lands along the waterfront.” There was also
a plan to run Pullman cars over the Belt Line and directly
to the Coronado Hotel. i

Frank asked Mr. Horton to use his influence with
Land & Town and have them build the wharf out to deep
water as the railroad had abandoned the project when it
merged with the Santa Fe.

His letter continued, ‘‘Babcock and Story are running
the Bay area now. They do what they want and use every
convenience of the railroad. They are using the Creosote
Plant to treat piles for their San Diego wharf also unload-
ing coal with the Santa Fe hoists.

“Strong took our coal hoists, chutes and bins to San
Diego and we have to use lighters here as the wharf does
not run to deep water. After taking our equipment to San
Diego, Mr. Strong reported to Headquarters that coal could
be unloaded cheaper in San Diego than in National City.”

He related an amusing incident, ‘T was down at the
railroad yards where the men had just completed unloading
ccal from lighters which are towed to the wharf by Bab-
cock and Story’s tugs: our tugs having been taken away.
They were 'really through with their work but were casu-
ally shovelling a few lumps to the top of the pile of coal.
I asked a fr'zemAi‘ if there was any supervision or time clocks
and he said, “Watch me and I'll show you how it

:;;O’ks‘d 1'19 Jpicked up a plank and carried it to the end of

baskya'l"Y' aid 1)t down then picked it up and brought it

work'ing.'?u see? All you have to do is to look like you are
Both National Cj i £ et

the policy of the rag:to);dar}grs{ar:'tDl'ego were objecting to

all the time. itating incidents came up

An ‘Tron Plant’ was seeking subsidies to open in San
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g0 County. Land ¥ Town offere )
‘f)r:f%( and San Diego's mnmbuli::y:\il\vlin\: n‘ﬂfy“l‘:“ \\\:“ﬁr‘,
but “Roseville will turn over a huge pile “i Ah\ ,1?
adapted to an Iron Plant. A subsidy of $177 mmuf (‘vxyn\'«
raised with Roseville putting up the balance fro :"‘;'“
000. The California Southern plans to bmld“\ : ’x> m
Old Town to Roseville. All the employees nﬁms ;” oy
pank there. This will ultimately cut the throat ‘:vk
Diego. Bryant Howard, Jim McCoy, O. H '\\'\“
and 2 other parties are in control of the present ur\i}r‘ duc-
tive V\_r'\re work§ and have control of the land that m\'s\': H
t(;zeneﬁ[e“d by this move: land that is now as dead as Julius

aesar.

- Next Frank wrote, “Judge Luce is raising funds to
g)neds:;nrt?lir:c;ag to come to San Diego and compete with

In May of 1884 the San Diego Union had commented

“When the Atlantic and Pacific reaches the coast, the
Southern Pacific, in self-defense, will have to build from
Santa Ana to San Diego.”

Considering the antipathy of the northern railroad men
for San Diego County this sounded improbable. Frank
wrote of the time when Stanford, as Governor of Cali-
fornia visited San Diego and was taken for a sail around
the Bay. “‘Showed him ‘All the Kingdoms of the Earth’
but he returned to the north and advocated the improve-
ment of the Wilmington Shoals.”

Crocker, the most outspoken in his dcrogaton’_rcmar\\)\
against the San Diego Bay area had passed away in 1888.
Perhaps more understanding men were planning the P“l‘;“'
of the railroad for a rumor persisted, ““The Southern Pa-
cific is coming to San Diego.” " :

Spreckels Brothers purchased the K;O\'OﬂAdD interests
of Babcock % Story. The Brothers were from San Francisco

i isi iance was f ed with
so it was not surprising when an alliance was formed
5 g ntil 1906 that

the Southern Pacific though it was not un :
news was released they would construct a railroad between
San Diego and Imperial Valley, which was comm%' into
prominence as a rich agricultural center: then on to »un?{\.‘

An account of the building of the road, originally
known as the San Diego % Arizona 1s i the files of the
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} e d is another excellent exampy,
Yo Ui B Staff of the California Room 1.
= i unty history.

| preseeve S.anhll')l}e;g: acl::ne. Znake interesting reading. Whe,
| The hng :ﬁe ;;roposcd railroad was released lots i
[ ool (:jdition jumped to $3.000 ovcrnlghl_ Prices
o e :cd since Theron Parsons, on January 5, 1869,
}l::g ll;:xcrrcel:ascd one block (79) of Mr. Horton for $1000
it a high price.*

and!;hci:g}i];g‘ begaﬁ orr: the 7th of January, 1907. It was
90 mlillres ?rom Naticnal City to Carrizo (}Ea&yﬁq_ and 45

miles of the entire route woul@ run throug L)I‘IL:“:‘,{ Eer
itory. An alternate all-American route was platted bug

:he cost estimates were much higher. ) b o g

One million dollars were spent in purchasing rights
| of-way to Jacumba. Houses bhad to be moved and among

[ the casualties of progress was Fhe International Hotel in

National City. Re-named the “San Miguel”, it had been
converted into a rooming house and its poor construction
which had worried Frank Kimball, became evident at this
! time and the building was torn down. e
| The first legal paper filed was an application to the

United States government for the strip of !and traversing

/ the entire length of Carrizo Canyon with its out-of-this-
world boulders. The company also filed for lands from
Jacumba to Campo.

As it was necessary to run a portion of the road
through Mexico; first to evade the Coastal Range which
had non-plussed the plans of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail-
road so long ago and the second entrance, to circle the sand
dunes of Southern California, Mr. Spreckels went to Mexi-
co City and obtained permission to traverse Mexican terri-
tory.

. On the 9th of September a silver spike, driven in San
Diego at the foot of 27th Street, opened the work on this
new project.

§ }Vork began in Mexico wit}? a crew of 60 men and 9
101ses but it was not long until 400 men, 375 head of

* Blk. 79—Market to @
13th to 14th
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me machinery. were employed. On Mary,
began on the tunnel in Carrizo Canyo,,
hended the difficulties encountereq
in that dangerous stretch of road the word, Gor,gQ '(CPI“H‘d
the more placid ‘Canyon . 'Conviphcanon,s bar'(i“ \Fhm the
track work had to wait until bridges wcuh‘ uilt, also inter.
nal strife in Mexico delayed work on the portion across

e E\zrdienréeresring phase concerning the financing of th,
road was the sale of Morena Dam by the Spreckels Brothers
to the City of San Diego for $1,500,000 with the promise
the road would be finished to Yuma. It is estimated the
entire cost approached $1 43000,000.‘

The opening ceremonies were in El Centro and the
Golden Spike driven in Carrizo Gorge on the 11th of No-

ember in 1919. A
mehc road, with the Southern Pacific and the Rock

Island, saved 100 miles to the east coast. This was very
important at the time but now, with the air-ways that
facilitate travel and the powerful trucks that carry produce
over our super highways, the saving seems inconsequential.
Financial adjustments between the Spreckels Brothers
and the Railroad brought the San Diego ¥ Arizona. the
Belt Line and the Cuyamaca Eastern under the manage-
ment of the Southern Pacific. The Cuyamaca Eastern had
been re-organized under the name of the ‘California Cen-
tral’ and had taken over much of the route of the National
City 8 Cajon Valley which remained undeveloped.

Passenger service on the San Diego, Arizona and East-
ern was discontinued in January of 1951.

The freight trains are diesel powered. In the spring
they bring cotton from Arizona and Mexico. Some of the
bales weigh as much as 600 pounds and all are unloaded
at the wharf and waiting for the ships that are coming, in
:'nqc_n;asmg numbers, to the Port of San Diego. During the

m[:onﬁgasca;qn more than 68 million‘ dollars worth of

s Oricnts B'}F’Ped to Europe, the United Kingdom and

Pty V;ﬂle)[r;,“ times they bring vegetables and fruits
The other subsidiaries of the Southern Pacific i

" : ari : cific in San

Diego County also confine their transportation to freight.

stock and .zlsp so
25, 1910 drilling
and as people compre
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Today, as of 1956, the La Mesa Branch serves La
Mesa, Grossmont and El Cajon.

The Coronado branch carries freight to Coronado and
North Island.

The Chula Vista branch transports freight for Na-
tional City, Palm City and Chula Vista: giving the South-
erndpé\ﬂﬁc- in all, 200 miles of railroad lines in our South-
land.

When you see the words, “SOUTHERN PACIFIC”
or “SAN DIEGO, ARIZONA % EASTERN" on a rail-
road car, remember that the names, to us, mean the final
development of the San Diego, Gila, Southern Pacific and
Atlantic; the first railroad project in San Diego County.

As elusive and intriguing as the search by the early ex-
plorers for a Northwest Passage to India was Frank Kim-
ball's quest for a direct route to the east by way of Yuma
It was an obsession with him and occurred, again and
again, in the story of every road with which he was con
nected. i

Theron Parsons, in his diary, speaks of working for
Mr. Kimball on the road east to Almond Valley. T he San
Diego Union described the same work of the Kimballs as
a road intended to reach Fort Yuma. g

The first stake for the surveying of the Texas Pacific
was set in the center of the Ranch with intent to build
east. “But”, said General Dodge, ““if we have to take the
road north the terminal will still be in National City.
Later there was the re-organization of the Texas Pacific
when the committee planned to meet Governor Brown and
his party at Mountain Springs after they had crossed the
desert. 3

There were the Santa Fe engineers who went to Car
rizo Canyon only to be overwhelmed by its awesomeness,
and the Cajon Road and the Bee Line. In each of these
you can see his influence. {

Frank Kimball passed away at dusk on the 11th day
of August in 1913, at the age of 81 years.

After 45 years he saw his idea for a ‘r:nlroad mater-
ialize, and well along towards cgmplenon. when the
Southern Pacific returned to help build a rqad east by way
of Yuma; the last railroad project in San Diego County.
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