






Oncc' aR,lI11 lhe COUlll}' W:1S w~lholl.' radrO'ld COllnec
lion but \ l' l,ln still rr,lcb San ,!'rancls 0 by boat, 4112
miles 15 00. or qeeragr, 6.00.

In ',Hllmal Cil}' lhe ')weelwalrr was "!3ool1linx" wilh
",Her rc,lcblnx far Lip InlO the ,1dJJCenl ranches Paradise
YJlley was iso1.Hrd Before the torm was over 40 inches
of rain had fallen I asl of rhe ralll was May J O.

II wa nOI unllJ J,lllLl,l:y of J885 tha~ lraffic was
r SlImed and ,1 r L1le by-passlllg som~ of the Inland towns
wa adopted. The railroad wenl dIrectly north to San
Juan apistrano and. "1 he San Luis Rey stalion is now
called 'Ocean ide' and Oceanside is tbe last movement in
town dcvelopmenl along the railroad,

"Soledad, wher' tbere have been indication of oil
has become Sorren 10."

At the Silme time thaI the flood damage was being re-
paired the alifornia Southern tracks had crossed the
Southern Pacific line at Colton, on rhrough San Berdu
as rhey caJJed San Bernardino, and on to Waterman .Junc~
tlOn.

Walcrman Juncrion had been the scene of extensive
silvet.' min,ing. California' ~overnor Waterman had large
holdIng In the area and wah the advent of the railroad
the once small camp was destined to become an important
center.

.A sp cial train left ational City to celebrate the com­
pletIOn of our trans-continental railroad connection. At
~at~rma.n the cere~ony took the form of filling in the
mlsslllg IlIlk of a chaIn that connected the two trains.

Of c~)Llrse there had to be some excitement on the re­
tu.rn. tflp. Uncle JOS!1 of the Record and his wife were
~ISSlllg ~hen the tralll pulled out; having hired a buggy
o dsee .a lIllIe of ~he surrounding country, they got 10 t

an mIssed the train by a few moments.

ship~~ ~~~~I;n6d ~ 885: 1'·.The first car1o~d f boney ever
Pacific car loaded :~~ ~31~" ounty was In an Atlantic (1
to Chicago." Prom t~en o~aSt:ror 14.ton" of comb honey
lemons, potat es salt fi"h sh Uge ~hlpments of ranges,

among the produ'ce th;t left' on ('tbSd O~~~~~n~?1to:~e~1 a~er~
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whiC;h brought trag ·dy. to thl' '>hip Owner~ who had been
r aping a harvest In then cOJ.sta! commerce.

A~. th rOJ.d near~ completion f-rank makes lhis nota
tion: On .Nov, 9. 188') I shall ~o to ~ee the last spike
driven whl.cI1 conn.ec;ts the CJlif. SOuthern and make
it the term.mal DIVISion of the A'I and SantJ }.. R R.
An enterprts~ I began and completed' The ceremony wa~
ncar aJon} ass.

!he . yndicat~ of f-iv were even then advocating
plaCIng thiS new !tne on the book~ of the Santa Fe.

"A departure from the Station to Station ticket was lh
sampl of a through ticket to parts 'a~t that wa~ shown
in Nation~l Cit y. Now we can purchase a throu~h ticket to
the cast via Waterman Junction."

Th n a bulletin was posted on rhe walls of the depot.
"$P fAL NOTI E to CAUf-OR lA SOU'1 IIER
OFFICE: NATIONAL 11 Y On wd after bnuray
1, 1886, the tation now known as Waterman Junction
will be called Barstow." D. B. Robinson, General Mana­
g r. Atlantic f6 Pacific Railroad."

"National City begins to look like a railroad town,"
aid the home town paper, "Trains arriving and dcparllng

at all hours I the day and night oisy but Metropoli­
t"n. Those who cannot accustom their nerves to the ac­
tivity had better move to some quiet suburb up th Hay."

In November came the official receptIon in Cdebra­
tion of our tran -cantin ntal raJ1road when Steamers and
locomotives will shake hands.' 1 he 18tb wa" San DIego
Day with a grand pro e sian on hors . afoot. speeches and
o forth.

The following day, the 19th of ovember 188'> wa
ational ity Day. The official, of the railroad and

guest from an Diego and other part of the state w.ere
welcomed with cbeers and tbe band. fter an Inspectlon

f tbe Terminal the gue ts wer" taken to the 'r nternational
Hotel' and enjoyed a wonderful dinner. rank made ent~y,

"Paid I 2 of dinner bill for 1 )0 persons at our .b<1nq.uel..
Mr. Alonzo Horton was quite ontent wlth hiS tltle

as "E ther of San Diego" and he, like others, was lavl\h
with hi compliments, "The biggest, little man i.n South
ern California," "Frank Kimball m y be "m:lll III tature
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bur when he put his houlder ro. rhe :~heel. ir m~ves":
"Tf rhere's a "go" in ir h~'11 make Ir go. and more In the
s... me vein. By now Frank Kimb.al.~ knew most of these
complimenr were but "puff of air .

Thoma ickerson was the pokesman for the eve-
lling. All official of the railro~d an.d son~e appreciative
gue t from San Diego were ~l!'_tlnted In theIr l?ralse of ~,he
KimbaIl Brother and peClflcally. Frank KImball. A
ketch of San Diego County would be incomplete without

reference to the energy. tact and undying grit of the Kim­
ball Brothers. To Frank Kimball. San Diego City and
County owe a debt of gratitude for. to him. in a large
measure. can be attributed the success of San Diego's
present railroad communication."
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The I{enloval of the ShO)lS
On Aug. I]. 1883 Frank Kimball answered a letter

from Mr. Wilbur in Boston. ".You said the enterprise has
"dragged". If it has dragged WIth you what can you think
of the drag we've had here. The corrugated iron for the
roofs of all seven of our planned buildings bas been
shipped to Mexico. Vast quantities of machinery have gone
to the same place. All th steel rails except just enough
to reach San Bernardino bave gone wbich makes it look
as though tbe Calif. Southern has no.intention ?~ carrying
out its agreement to meet the Atlannc and PaCifiC

"From all reports the equipment was brougbt here to
IT.eet the "spirit" of the bond then taker: away to be used
on the Sonora Railroad."

Frank also wrote Mr. Wilbur. "Mr. S. H. Clark of
the Union Pacific told me that Mr. 1 ickerson had made a
proposition to sell the Calif. So. to Huntington and Stan­
ford bu,~ they would not pay the price that ickerson
wanted.

On Jan. 22. 1e84 Frank mahs entry in his diary
"Saw letter from Mr. ickerson rrg::rding the proposed
all' of the road to the Santa Fe".

Then came that terrible storm Jnd an a ses ment to
meet the cost of repJirs.

On April 22. ~ 885 Frank Kimball wrote to his
brother. Levi. '·D.C. Reed a1's he 11<1 information from
;: reliable source that railroad hops. general offices. track
and all arc to be taken awa and pu, at 22nd t. in an
Diego. If so he is better informed th3n I am." Frank could
not believe this rumor. Had be not b,en with :\1r. icker­
son in his private car just a f w weeks previous wh n that
official had said the end was not ,/c-t in ight for the
rrogress of National City?

When plans were formulated for "Railroad Day"
Frank asked to be excused [rom participating and \Varren
Kimball was Jppointed in his place. Probably the wh Ie
thing had the ring of in incerity to Frank Kimball a be
recalled the recent rumors.
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A few days previous to the celebration
called by the Board of Directors of th:.> Calif; n:eeting w
who were practically all Santa Fe m':'n, and ar~a SOUther~
the Santa Fe was agreed upon. Frank. with hiserge.r \\lith
vote. tried to circum~'ent the merger. He writes. "minority
to take the lands whIch I gave the Calif. Sou the offered
acre. with other donations I secured for the rn. 10.000
together with lands I purchased for the SynJ?01pany.
which I paid out for them about $130.000 and ~~~te. fOr
3 y~ars and return to them all th~ cost. of the railroad ,l,t in
ThIs would have left the SyndICate In POssessio .
huge acreage of the National Ranch. These men :h of the
always compl~ining that they were nor gettinl{ SUf~' ~ere
return for theIr money refused Frank Kimball's lClent

Then came the big celebration with its su~equest.
complimentary speeches. posedl y

After ~he ceremony the railroad officials present
pressed theIr eage~ness to ret~rn h0!l1e. As the Calif. So ex­
ern had reached Its connectIOn WIth the A. ~ P ~th­
they had complied with the general terms of the ag~e:n as
the Railroad officials asked Frank and Warren Ki m~nr
to make full conveyance. m a I

This touched ~ responsive chord in Frank Kimball'
soul when they saId they wanted to go home H s
they knew Frank Kimball and his love for 'the 'OldowH well
stead', ome-

Fra~k writes, "Everything seemed so fair and . h
~~~~e/ault~, that we made full conveyance and c1o~~ds~~ep.

At once there was a change in h I'
road in regard to the handl' f ft. chPo ICy of the rail-
1885 a worried Frank wro:~~ 0 reIg t and on Dec. 14,
dent of the A.T. ~ SF, h °h~ri W. B. St~ong, presi­
12th. The letter was ~ . w 0 a . eft San DIego on the
l~nd the freight received ~rot::t agaIn~t t~e proposition to
(JOn. over the California S:uth:' and destIne? for. distribu­
NatIonal City as had b tn, at San DIego Instead of
and the Boston Five. Fr:~~ ag.reed upon by the Kimballs
r~lated various portions of .KI~ball Went Into detail, and
f!gures, all pointing to the CIrcu ar~, .assessr:nents, facts and
clals of the California S ~vowe IntentIon of the offi-

out ern to make National City
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the "Pacific ~ermin~l, of the. Southern System of Trans­
continental radroads. accordmg to Circular o. I.

Circular No. 2 was by order of the Board of Direc­
torS, under ~esolution, to raise S76'5.000 to complete the
Junction With the cross c<;>untry railroad and to provide
machine shops and other Important facilities at ational
City. Circular No.3 ordered an ass~ssment to extend the
wharf to deeper water and to er"('~ suitable sheds and
storage space for the protection of freight: to complete its
machine shop~ and to erect freight and passenger stations
at National City; $417.000 was asked.

Frank closed his letter by stating. "I believe that a
great corporation like that over which you preside. would
not for a moment think of making any ptopo ition to the
City of San Diego which would change the agreement
entered into between the parties first named and my elf,
knowing I have donated the bulk of my life's earning' and
savings to an enterprise wholly projected and carried
through by myself." There is no further correspondence
between Frank Kimball and Mr. Strong though he was
to strike at National City again.

The Land ~ Town Co. took over most of the land
granted the railroad. .

There is trouble at the Internauonal Hotel. \hnagers
come and go. Hotels in San Diego are filled to over-flow­
ing and the International is closed, "There hav~ been 3~
or more applications for a lease but no one Will s,:bmlt
to extortion or imposition", Frank writes to Mr. 'Jhlbur.
"Land and Town has suffered thousands of dolla~s 10
Why in-doesn't someone c~me here 7who has a. right to
do something or order somethmg done. Get Mr. Ible and
urge him to come. for G~d's sake." . .

Frank was getting disgusted WIth the whole raIlroad
affair, and began selling his stock;, "D. K. Horton sold 100
shares for me, 12.50 p r hare. u er

It came as a surprise to most people ,when t~e S p -
intendent's Office was moved to San DIego. InJU~ctlO'ds
were served against the removal bu~. as. the Recor saId'
"They (the protests) were swept aSIde. I1ke rope of ~an i
but it will be a cold day when the Termmalleaves Natlona

City."
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The paper refu I'd to give ground to orne an Diegans
who declared the whole admini trative et-up of the Calif.
So. would oon be in San Diego.

··Fight. nl?ighbor. fight
Fight on if you will,
The II adquGrrers arc in ation.:!1 still.
I n the fight do not pull your prop
For Tational City still has the shop."

The Superintendent's Office had been under the direc­
tion of 'J. M. Victor with 10 men in his office: 4 men
in the Ticket Division, 'j men in the Cashier's Office, 8
men in the local Auditor' Office and Agent Beach, in
charge of communications. employed 2 men."

The town had hardly adjusted itself to the removal of
the. ?uperin.lendent's Office when a pecial car of high
offiCIals. ar:-Ived and looked over the railroad properties.
They said It was.a "hea.lth and pleasure trip". In a couple
of :-I'Ceks another Inspection was made and the headquarters
offIce wa moved to Colton.

Col.ton. belie,":ing it was in the dawn of a period of
prospenty a a raIlr?a~ town, boomed. A large fire-brick
plane was set up. buIld~ngs con tructed and street improve­
ment made. for the raIlroad ~ad bU.ilt a repair shop there.

The San D/eyo un. beselged WIth questions as to the
future statu of Our Bay area, replied on Jan. 7. '86,

There a.re r~palr shop .l.t Colton. Is it any reason to sup­
pose) the> wIll move thelr large machine shops from this
Bay. It IS almo~t absurd to dISCUSS such a probability until
we ha \'1' omethtng more defin ite."

At the height of its "Boom," Colton received word
the ~eadq.~arters office was to be transferred to San Ber­
n:;~I,n~. The Record sent word to Colton, "Our ym­
~ k} ~ Colton. The. ways of a railroad corporation are
t;; N~' ve[YCuncertaln. Mr. Dilley, former principal of
t k

a
IOna. Ity Schools, has been appointed Assistant

s orYheeper In the CalIf. So. office at San Bernardino"
W d I' :udm~r of the removal of the shops persisted but

ere en1e y the company, "The new shops built at
Colton and San Bernardino are just additions."
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What interpretation did .the p.eople of the Bay area ~ut
. 'ncident? "The _a1Jforma Southern tram. which

on ~hls .~ as regular as clock work. came in late yesterday.
is a wa)' inc will have to limp back to San Bernardino
The cn

g
.w machinery has b en installed which wil1 care

whe;~en~cpairs required."
for In April of 1887 another group of insT:H~ct(:)[ cam~ to

ational City and. stated they were conso11datmg vanous
". es. and their offices. u,:der ~ne s~stem. _ .
!In This brings in the fmanClal cnsls of 188/ which had
been facing the country for severa.l years. It was not ca}led

'd pression': that waS to come In 189'3. but a rece SlOn.
a I made a study o.f this period w~en writing my father's
Colorado Pioneer history. Depressl~:>ns. are. caused b' the
over-production o~ some artIcle ..Thls tIme It was th over-

duction of ral1roads and Inflated land values that
~:~sed a tightening of money. Railroads had ~een. built
faster than goods were produc~d to make frelghtlng a
profitable business and every ral1road compa~y made. the
Hort to entice what little passenger and freIght bUSiness

~here was. to patronage their line~ In Colorado the fare
between Denver and Pueble wa 7 Jc. and you could go to
Chicago for 5.00. \Vhen the smaller railroads of the
country had been eliminated. or absorbed by t~e larger
companies and liquidated, it became a. ca e of dog cat
dog': thcn business improved. for a whtle. .

The Atchison. Top'ka ~ Santa Fe had eVidently ha.d
their assets strained during thi period. and were con 011-
dating their intere ts. ., .

The Record refrained from any mention of actlv1t\'
around thc shops. but there were a number o.f ann unc ­
ment in the San Dieqo Union:" nother freight load of
machinery came thro~lgh town on it way to an Bet­
nardino." San Diego was uffering more. finanCIally. than
1 ational City. Many of the railroad cmployee had moved
having hcard tbe prcviou rumor of the change of the hop
to San Diego.

The paper recalled the time w~e~ Cor:gtess refu ed (0

give furthcr aid to tbe Texas ?aClftc .whlch would have
secured for the Bay area that ratlroad. Instead of the fleet­
ing interest of the California S uthern. "Had Congte
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passed the Texa Pacific Aid Bill. the pages of the Uniol1
would not bear to the reader the melancholy narrative of
ruin which occupic thi space to-day." (July 27, 1887.)

Piecc by piece the hops were moved, an,d the employ_
ee went with them, "One year ago (Ma~ch 86) the entire
pa\' roll of the California Southern figured more than

20.000 a month. ow ..tOOO will pay for everyone
emplO"cd our from this terminal."

Even to the last there were those who believed the
siruarion In the terminal was only temporary. "The re­
cenrlv removed machinery and men from the shops of the
Cali{ So. 'Nill hortly be returned to their old quarters.
TJ)cv were taken to San Bernardino but not unloaded."
But the terminal wa gone. and with it the hopes that the
railroad would bring a position of exceptional importance
to the Bay area.

San Diego was to receive another blow. When the
last shipment of machinery left National City the super­
intendent's office was transferred to La Angeles.

As late as Ocr. 31. 1889 Railroad officials came on
another 'in pection tour'. They said they were thinking of
instiruting a larger system of coal bunkers. Yes, 'Bunk'ers.
A.s it was they were using the wharf very little, now that
Pittsburg was supplying steel, and coal was brought to
San Bernardino from the Utah coal fields,

~he remov.al of the shops had a far- reaching effect;
over In Australia many of the sailing vessels that had plied
the Sea on that long 80-day journey to America, bringing
coal from ewc~stle, were now lying idly at anchor.

The creosotIng plant was kept running until the
Spreckles' wharf in. San Diego was completed: then it was
L~~~:'oned for serVIce, was dismantled and shipped to St.

The d~alifo~nia Southern had been running on two
routes. a Irect lIne t S AOceanside h . a anta na and an alternate route to
through T~m:;~l~tC:~nt inland. In survey~ng the route
to accept in form t' .yon, the eastern engmeers refused
isms of Californ~al~iv:;;eAthe: in regard to tbe mann.er­
through the can on ~ t ere w.as no water flowmg
Frank Kimball, ~nd :~ ~he/Ime ltdhe>-: Ignored the advice of

a a an a -timer when she showed
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hem the water line during flood years. In '88 the low
t 'd tracks through the cut were washed away. They were
~:~air~d but in '91 another flood brought complete de-
struCtion.

The Record. speaking of Temecula Canyon said "Te-
mecula Canyon ~ ThaI ~as the most unkind cut o'f all."
The inland rou.te was dIscarded.

National City and an Diego were now on a branch
line from Los Angeles. Their railroad bought. paid for.
but never kept, was. a thing of the past when viewed as a
Pacific Coast Terminal.

Every Saturday morning a little lady used to pass my
home, laden with choice flowers for a watd in the avy
Hospital where few visitors were allowed: the basket ca es
of World War 1.

She was Mrs. Edmund Thelen. who, with her husband
and sons, had come to ational City in the 80' and de­
veloped "EI Rancho Valencia." another atlonal City
showplace. In tecent years a son Max, a San Ftancl co
lawyer. has made many contributions to our ational CIty
library, in memory of his parents.

One morning Mr . Thelen and I went to town to­
gether. and were talking of the growth of i ational City
and incidents of other day. I a ked her about the railroad,
"How could they move the hops when they signed that
agreement with the Kimballs?"

She replied, "The omission of one little word pro­
vided them with the loop-hole they desired. The contract
should have read. 'To build shops and maintain them."
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The Soutllefn l'adfif COllIes to San
lJiego and a nOl.d llel.clles YUJlla
In 1897 Frank Kimball ~~'rot~ to his friend. G. L. D a

ford of Concord. 1 H.. ThIS county. when I ca~­
into it. \\'J almost as large as the comb.med area of e e
HampsbirO? and Vermo~r. S'Iy m>arest neighbor to the ea~
\\'a nine mIles (Captain Porter) and not another {ami!.
(or fifty miles. To the outh wa,s one rna? and he was onI!.
WIth hI ,"Iaican family occasIOnally. tor seven hund b
miles. Ten mile northwest was Old Town where th

re

were a few white families: all others being [Vlexican, ere
"I believe this act of mine in bringing my family he

and the work I have put in enterprises re ultcd in the sc~~
tling of many of the 20,000 persall now in San Dieg
Count)', a

"Howe\'cr, I look back and see, without regret, Where
I haw spent hundreds of thousands of dollars in tbe d _
\'l'!opmcnt of this state." e

, Frank Ki~baIl's ambition had been to See ation I
CIty the terminal ?f J trans-continental railroad: also the
Parr for the shlFPlng that came over the sea lanes as
tlOnal Clty's deep chanl1('l and the wharf. when it w~­
~ompleted, warranted, Fate decreed otherwise but bis fa't~
In th,e future of his little town and of San Diego Cou \
remaIned un haken, n y

I. In 1874,the Kimballs built a wagon road from Ca'
sbf ~}~nt; ¥1I1g wool. wheat and honey to the wbarf Jf~~
to Adam 's S%~~pc~~~ecdh two rfads. one up .Cbollas Valley
way of Dr. 0]' Th corra, to Hawke s and back by
o\'e; to the Cajo~' Vafleother Wa up Pa,radise Val,ley and
cha1l1 for 6 miles th 1 Y'd~rank mentIOns carrymg the
it 4 miles "r ha en Jan 1I1g it to Warren who carried
ra,ther to a' pain t ;~ ~~;t~e.ted a road to. Cajon Valley or
City, r have built it at Jon Road 5 mdes from National
anr contractor was $230~y e~l?ense, The lowest bid from
~t ~t myself and it is all d~:; Icb was too much so I went
IS, IJ1 every way, a desirable pUbelxcehP~ fhor a few culverts. It

IC Ig way."
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In December of 1882 the Kimball's. Fred Copeland.
rzu r Steele. H., E, Cooper and Mr. Blackmer organized

E ~, ational Cny and Cajon Valley Railroad', Articles
t~CIncorporalion were filed with a Capital Stock of 150,­
000 at $1.00 per sh~re. The route was' Whitney's through
he Canyon to Spnng alley. to Burbeck·s. to Jamacha,
~o Cajon, to C1ark.'s, via the Cajon Road to D, C.
Dodge's," It was eSllmated It would be completed bv the
lime the Ca.ilfornia S(:lUth:rn was in operation.

A Syndicate of RiverSide men took Over Cajon lands
for ·Colonization'. as selling a sub-division wa called in
those days. On the 5th of January 1883 Frank Kimball
conferred with th,ese r,nen. "Rode to Cajon to meet the
Syndicate from RiverSide to deCIde on depots for the a­
tion al City and Cajon Railroad,"

In their advertising booklet the Company stresses the
narrow-gauge railroad which will connect Cajon Valley
and National City. It would be used to transport farm
products. also Cajon granite to the wharf. which everyone
expected would be built,

Some grading was done but funds were exhausted 0
the road entered into a period of inertia.

Others were recognizing the value of San Diego' back
country: among them Gov. Waterman and his .son. also
Tom Daly. Mr. Long (Bank Director in San Diego) and
W, G. Riffenburg who formed a Develop~ent s'0m­
pany. Under their direction the :Cuyamaca Railroad .'Nas
organized and right of w,ay obtained out from San ~~~'t~~
San Diegoans gave subSidy note for 165 ,~OO p ...,
on the completion of the first 20 miles, Gradmg and c~nd
struetion began from an Diego, The road wa hca c
for Cajon but when the Company found they hcouldd g~t
larger subsidies from ,Lake ide the roa~ wa c ang

e
0

touch Cajon only at ItS north we t cormr, .
When the Cuyarnaca was re-routed L \'l'lCb~ ~h~

Cajon alley rancher offered 10.000 to any ral [ a

would come to Cajon alley. . '
Frank wrote to Benj. Kimball (no relatl0T') m B~~~

who was the President of the Land ~n.d ;~t;ad and
valley is open to us if we can push the aJon al [
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a un' the people of ,~hc \ alley we will be there to l1lo\,

thl cason s han'i! t. e
He reverred ro the building of the' ational City

Otay Railroad' which went up Swee(\~'Jter Valley, "f t:i~d
to ha\'i! the T.C. fj Otay go on to Cajon and leave En d
err' Schuyler's La Pre a scheme alone but- 0: I ggin.
I'll have to die before an rone will take my advice." Uess

Frank continued ro make ?is. plea to the Land and
Town. "Governor \Vaterman IS In an awful sweat b,
c,au e the people ?o not respC?nd to calls for his sub idie~'
little has been paid on donatIOns, less on stock. The gOV'
emor says he will stop if they don't come through." -

When the Land and Town refused to back the ex­
ten ion of the Otay to Cajon (which would have bee
standard gauge) and Waterman's Development Compan n
withdrew there was a reorganization of the Cuyama y
and i.t became t!1e Cuya,maca f1 E~stern and Frank Kimba~~
was In San Diego :rY:lng to ,raIse funds to develop the
Cuyamaca and run It Into Cajon Valley,

On February 27. 1889, "Now it's the 'Cuyamaca 8'
Eastern !<-ail.road". said th~ N~tiona[ CitCj .Record after the
re-or~anIzatlOn,of the old Cajon and NatIonal City' with
the Cuyamaca and they added, "Will this road
through to Yuma?" get

of J3ut/t Cajon the funds were ~xhausted. The Record
charita~le ;h1889 quot~d th,e Sa,nplego ~un (always more
forrs) , "Vv h:n

n
F
the

UknK,,?n blnllglvrng praise to Kimball ef-
ran 1m a came to S D' ,

funds to continue the railroad h an . lego to raIse
"The splendid San Die 0 e was met With rebuffs.

ational City wealth h l of t~day would not exist if
Southern to the Bay and

a
th n~~ rought the California

not have been starred if this
e

u,yamaca . Easte~n' would
not stepped into the breach with atlonal City tesldent had
San ,plego could not raise. a arge sum of money that
~ One enterprising San Die .
)OO,O~O simply because th K~o man said he was worth

self-sacnficing and he I: d 1m balls had been liberal and
operate for we are all in ~e seaway.. We should all co­

bI The railroad never re ;~eyboat In the same Bay."
essIng to the Cajon Va~fe e uma but it has been a

y and near-by communities.
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Kimball had put forth his best efforts to keep faith
f~ the ranchers in the alley.
~T1rlLeaving the Cuyan:aca we go back to. May 10, \ 884.

sual railroad-minded group met In the of bee of
T~e ULuce. Thes were Frank and Warren Kimball, E.
-J;; gMorse. Judge Luce. ,J. S'. Gordon and Ignaci? Allus.
G' rnor of Baja, Calrfornla, and they orgaOlzed the
'Bo~~ California ~ Sonora Railroad', better known as the
'Baj Line'. It would run from ational City to Tia Jua~a,
th;~ugh Baja California, crossing the. Color~do near Its
mouth, through the State of Sonora, Into Anzona where
it would connect with the Sant.a Fe at Ca.labasas.. .

In the Kimball diary there IS an amusing deSCrIption of
he Committee meetings, Frank Kimball was appointed to
~o to Boston to confer wit~ .Mr. ~oge~s. P.resident of the
Santa Fe, in regard to obtaining hnanClal aid to speed the
road to its junction with the Santa Fe. He would not go
and Governor Allus was sent in his place. In a few days
the railroad Committee received this message, "Mr. Ro,gers
has no money. I'll wait for Mr. Kimball." The <;:'c:mmlttee
wired Mr. Rogers asking what sort of a propoSltlOn Gov.
Allus presented but Frank does not mention the answer.

Frank Kimball leaves the 'Bee Line Story' uncompleted
except for a description of the openin~ cerer:'0nies, ",At
Mexican line and Tia Juana and aSSisted ~n breakmg
ground for the Baja Californ,ia t1 Sonora Railroad. Don
Ynacio Arguello threw the hrst earth. Judge Luce. Mr.
Blackmer and Senor Arguello made speeches."

A few years later another San Diego resident..John D.
Srreckels, was to assist in building a road o':er thiS general
route and Frank Kimball. in the sunset of hfe wa.s to say,
"I wonder of the 'S:m Diego t1 Arizona' WIll reach

Yuma?".
In 1886 other money was coming into the Bay area,

principally to Coronado. The Union e,xtolled the adv nt
of 'Babcock and Story' but the San Dlego Sun countered
with, "Babcock and Story? Who made the Bay area attrac­
tive for these men? The Kimballs 1"

The new development company had platted out Coro­
nado, built the Hotel also the 'Belt Line' which circled the

Bay.
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The' asked for a right of, way through National Citr
and aft!?: much controvcrsy, It was granted and ran oVer

Third .-\~'enuc, to his friend. 0, K. Honon in Boston
Fran -~~~f~er in Land f1 Town. dc cribing a regl!n~

J I~rgl' s:oharacterizcs as. 'Smith, Ba!Jcock and Story' and
"',hl,chd I~hl'cm arc Strong and the Archlson. ,Topeka ~ Santa
~lhBabcock and Srory could ha\'e run t~~lr Belt LlOe OVer
I~~ railroad land along the waterfront. !here wa,s also

~ plan to run Pullman cars over the Belt LlOe and dIrectly
to the Coronado Hotel. h' . fl .

Frank asked Mr, Horton t~ use IS 10 uence WIth
Land f1 Town and have them budd the wharf. out to deep
\\ ater a the railroad had abandoned the project when It
merged with the Santa Fe, .

His letter continued. "Babcock and Story are fUnnlOg
the Bar area now. They do what they wa,nt and use every
com'enience of the railroad, They, are uSlOg the Creosote
Pbnt to treat piles for their Sa~ DIego wharf also unload-
ing coal with the Santa Fe hOists, ,

- "Strong took our coal hoists. chutes and bIOS to San
D;"go and we have to usc lighters here as t~e wharf does
not run to deep water. After taking our equIpment to San
Diego, Jr. Sttong reponed to Headquarters that coal could
b. unloaded cheaper in San Diego than in 1 ational City."

He related an amusing incident, "1 was down at the
railroad yards where the men had just completed unloading
c .11 from lighters which are towed to the wharf by Bab­
cock and Story's tugs: our tugs haying been taken away.
They wer~ really through with their work but were casu­
ally sho\'elling a few lumps to the top of the pile of coal.
I a ked a friend if there was any supervision or time clocks
and he said, "Watch me and I'll show you how it
works." He picked up a plank and carried it to the end of
the yard. laid it down then picked it up and brought it
back.. 'You see ~ All you have to do is to look like you are
working."

Bo~h ationa! S=ity and San Diego were objecting to
the polICy of the raIlroad for irritating incidents came up
all the time.

An 'Iron Plant' was seeking subsidies to open in San
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Dicgo County. L.and.'0 Tow.n o~f~red land n ar the at r­
front and San Dle,go s contnbutlOn was in Chollas alle'
but "Roseville wIll turn over a huge pile of buildings
adapted ~o an Iro~ PlanL..A subSIdy of 177,noo WI\1 b
raised WIth R?scvll.le putting up the balance from 1SO.­
000, The Caltfornla .Southern plans to build a spur from
Old Town to RosevIlle. All the employees must live and
bank there. ThIS will ultimately cut the throat of San
Diego. Bryant f:Iowar~, Jim. 1cCoy. O. H. Weatherby
and 2 other partIes are 10 control of the present unproduc­
tive wire works and have control of the land that will be
benefited by this move land that is now as dead as Juliu
Caesar."

ext Frank wrote. "Judge Luce is raislOg funds to
find a railroad to come to San Diego and compete with
the Santa Fe."

In May of 1884 the an Diego L'nion had commented,
"When the Atlantic and Pacific reaches the coast. the
Southern Pacific. in self-de fen e. will have to build from
Santa Ana to San Diego,"

Considering the antipathy of the northern railroad men
for an Diego County this sounded improbable. Fran~

wrote of the time when Stanford, as Governor of Call­
fornia visited San Diego and \Vii taken for a sail aroun~
the Bay. '·Showed him 'All the Kingdom~ of th.e Earth
but be returned to the north and advocated the Improve­
ment of tbe \Vilmington ShoaL." k

Crocker. the mo t outspoken in his derogatory. reT~~8
against the San Diego Bay area ha~ passed a~vayt~ olic~
Perhaps more underst:mdlng men \\ re plannmg h P Pa
of the railroad for a rumor persisted, "The out ern -
cific is coming to an Diego." ~ d i.ntere t

Spreckels Brothers purchased the ~orona of ci co
of Babcock t1 Story. The Brothers "'1\1'. re from ;onrm~~with
so it was not surprising when .an a lar.ce wa ·1 1906 that
the outhern Pacific though It was not uI1:t

1
1
0ad

between
1 d h Tould construct a ral r

news ~as re ease t ey, v.. 11 whi.ch wa coming into
San Diego and I~petlal. a e~, ter' then on to Yuma.
prominence as a ncb agtlcul~ur.a ce~f the road. originally

An account of t~e b~}lAdlI1:g ·n the files of the
known as the San Diego l:} tlzona IS 1
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P blie librJry and is another c.xeell~nt example
San DIego ~ ,b' tbe Staff of tbe Ca!tfornla Room to
f the work o.m } aunt history.
re rve San Diego y . . d' W

P The highlaghts. alone. ma~e interesting ~e~ l,n g . hen
f t) propO cd raIlroad wa rdca cd lots In

(he nC\~'s °ddti)~n umped to '3.000 vemight. Prices
Hon.on a, f Iinee +hcron Par ons, on January 5. 1869,
:;~~ ;:c~~;~~d one block. (7*9) of .\lr. Honan for 1000
J~d thought It a high prIce.

, "'in began on tbe "'{h of January, 1907. It was
90 l~rl~~~}ro~l ,Jt\onal City to Carrizo Canyo~ and ,45
mIles of' the enure route would. run through Me Ican 1 er­
riLOry. An alternatl' all-Amer.lcan route was platted but
(he co r estim,lfe were much hIgher. . '.

One million dollars were spent In purcbasll1g nghts­
d-wa)' to Jacumba. Hall es had to be mov.ed and amol:g
the ca ualtie of progres was the 1nternat~?n~1 Hotel III

aCtonal Cil}'. Re-nJmed the" an ~1lguel , It bad ~een
c Jl\'erted Into J rooming hOll e and It poor ~onstructlO~,

which bJd worried Frank Kimball, became eVIdent at thiS
tlllle and tlll' building was torn down. ..

The fir t kga! paper filed was an applicatIOn to the
UnIted States government for tbe strip of land traversing
the entire length of Carrizo Canyon wit], it out-of-this­
world boulders. The company also filed [or lands from
Jacumba to Camp(',

As it wa nece sary to run a portion of the road
through ivlexico. fir t to evade the Coastal Range which
had non-plus ed the plans of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail­
road so long ago and the second entrance, to circle the sand
dunes of Southern California, Mr. Spreckels went to Mexi­
co City and obtained permission to traverse Mexican terri­
tory.

. On tbe 9th of September a silver spike, driven in San
DIego at. tbe foot of 27th Street, opened the work on this
new project.

Work ~egan in Mexico witb a crew of 60 men and 9
horses but It was not long until 400 men, 375 head of

* Blk. 79-Market to G
13th to 14(11
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rock: .lnd ,11 SOJl1~ machinerr· w~n: el~plored: On March
~'l. 1910 dnllJng b.:gan on tlw runnel In ~arnzo Can ron
and.J pc', pI<' comprehended the dlfhcult,les en~ountered
in thar dangerous srretch ,?/ road rhe w.ord, Gorge replaced
th~ In r~ placid Canyon ..Compltcatlon aT? e when the
rr,lcl-. \\'l'rk had to walt until bndge were buIlt. also inter_
n,ll rrit,· In ,\Iexica ddayed work on the portion acro s

[he' borda. . '
,o\n intCfe !Ing pha .: concCfl1lng rhe f1l1anc1l1g of the

road \\'.1 the ale of ,\"Yorena Dam by the preckcls Brothers
[0 the CIt}' of San Diego for 1.,)00,000 \\'Ith the promise
the w,ld would be fini hed to Yuma. It i e timated the
:1tire co t appro.Jchcd lof.OOO,OOO.

The open1l1g cen:monies were in El Centro and the
G,)1den pllte dflvcn in Carrizo Gorge on the 1 I th of No­
n-mbl'fin 1°19.

The road, with the Southern Pacific and the Rock
lsbnd. sa\'cd 100 mile to the cast coa t. This wa very
imp rtanr at [he time but now, with the air-ways that
facilirate tra\··1 and the powerful trucks that carry produce
over our Upl'r highway, the sa\'ing seems inconsequential.

Financial adJu tments between the Spreckcl Brothers
and thl? Radroad brought the San Diego t5 Arizona, the
Belt Lll1e and [he Cu\'amaca Eastern und'r the manage­
ment of the Southern Pacific. The Cuyamaca Eastern had
bc'en re-organ1Z(~d under the name of the 'California Cen­
tral and had taken o\'er much of the route of the ational
CIt}' t5 Cajon \'aile)' which remained undeveloped.

Pas enger e:"lce on the San Diego, Arizona and Ea t­
eln was dls~ont1l1ued in January of 1951.
1 Th~ [relght train arc die el powered. In the spring
~ J? bfl~g cotton from Arizona and ~lexico. Some of the
ata t~e \~~~gh as mUCh. a 600 pounds and ,dl are unloaded
, . arE and walttng for the ships that are coming in
Jln9c~e)~a 2n

6
g numbers, to the Port of San Diego. During 'the

) -J season rno th 68 'I'cotton was sh' d re E an ml lIon dollars worth of
the Orient. O:h~: ti~~es ~~o~e, t~e ~nitcd Kingdom a~d
from the \ralleys. ey bnng Hgetables and frUits

The otber sub idiaries f IS}
Diego County also co f ' °h ~ 1e out 1ern pacific in San

n Inc t elr transportation to freight.
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Today. a of 19'56, the La Mesa Branch serve La
Mesa. Gro mont and EI Cajon.
orJ,h;s~~d~nadobranch carries freight to Coronado and

. The. Chula Vis.ta branch transports freight for a-
[lanai ~I~y, .Pal m City and Chula Vi ta: giving the South­
ern PaCIfiC, In all, 200 miles of railroad lines in our South­
land.

When you see the words, . SOUTHER PACIFIC"
01 "SAN DIEGO, ARIZO A ~ EASTER "on a rail­
road car, remember that the names, to us. mean the final
develo\?ment of the San Diego, Gila. Southern Pacific and
AtlantiC; t~e first railroad project in San Diego County.

As elusive and intriguing a the search by the early ex­
plorers for a orthwest Passage to India was Frank Kim­
ball's quest for a direct route to the east by way of Yuma.
It ~a . an obsession with him and occurred. again and
again, 111 the story of every road with which he was con­
nected.

Theron Parsons, in his diary. speaks of working for
M.L Kimb~1l on the road east to Almond Valley. The an
DIego Unron described the same work of the Kimballs as
a road intended to reach Fort Yuma.

The first stake for the surveying of the Texa Pacific
was set in the center of the Ranch with intent to build
ea t. "But". said General Dodge. "if we haee to take the
road north the terminal will still be in atlOnal City."
Later there was the re-organization of th Tcxa Pacific
when the committee planned to meet Governor Brown and
hi~ party at ;'vlountain Springs after they had crossed the

desert.
There were the Santa Fe engineers who went to Car-

rizo Canyon only to be overwhelmed by it awesomene .
and the Cajon Road and the Bee Line. In each of the I.'

you can see his influence.
Frank Kimball pas ed away at dusk on the 11 th day

01 August in 1913. at the age of 81 year.
After 45 years he saw his idea for a railroad mater­

ialize, and well along towards completion, when the
Southern Pacific returned to help build a road ast by way
01 Yuma: the last railroad project in San Diego County.
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ThL is [he "Railroad ,Srorr of San Diego County"
as kaned from [he periodIcals of the day and fr~m the
Dll;nes and PrrClIlL' Letters of Franh Augu Ius KImball,
C.11i(orni.1 Pioneer.

J\ly sincere appreciation to GORDAN Kn,lBALL for

permission to study the Diaries and Letters of

Frank Kimball
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