








ST. ROSE OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH

. Th r is int~resting history in connection with the
fir t . t. Ro e of Lima Chuch of Chula Vista. The Church

. !n Oeay lIey nea~ Palm Ci~y. The little wood
budding a wa h ~ off Its foundation during the 1916
flood b~t was retnev d from the rampaging waters of
Ota RI er after the Otay Dam crumpled away Th
church pe were imbedded in the wreckage but w~re no~
da g d. The c~urch was et on a secure foundation in

ne C.hula . ta home at 293 H Street. and served its
ongr?atlon untd recently when an increased membership

mad /t n« ary to build a new sanctuary. Where are the
In the Lady of t. Carmel Church at San Ysidro.

'J!1tre re four Catholic Churches in Chula Vista
.be RCbh R . M gr. Dani 1 J. Ryan serves St. Rose of

urch.

I~ CJ;l la Vista th re are twenty-one Churches of all
OllU 10
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School

AND RECREATION
effort to bring a little amusement to small
hen Mr. Rippey. an e rty setd r, announced

ded a road-runner to hi small zoo on July 2S,



· I~ccrcalion for Senior Citizens is in Norman Cemer
bUilt In 1961 on the site of the 1917 C . L'b '

arnegle I rary
which had been constructed
o.n land where Chula Vi ta's
fIrSt school stood in 1889.
!he area south of the build­
mg could have been Chula
Vista's first park until it was
used, after 1908, as a play­
ground for the school chil­
dren. Here, in this park are
the last of the eucalyptus trees
planted in 1888. One espe­
cially, is a majestic giant
which towered so high it had
to be topped this year. These
are the offspring from the
ten-acre grove which Frank
Kimball planted in April of

The First Chula Vista Yacht ) 875 in Sweetwater Valley,
Club - Foot of F Street Chula Vista has many

PI tl r from the collection of M riel Parks: Memorial, Rohr, with
R r Tyee) ;i~lIr~tt1e oirl in the its Municipal Golf Cour e,

Lorna Verde. Greg Rogers.
Just outh of Chula Vista's boundary line is the San
DieRo Country Club where President Eisenhower visited
on Octob r 21, 1960.

Eucalyptus Park, on Fourth !\v~nu~, is n~w Gen­
u I Roca Park honoring Chula Vista s Sister City.

CHULA VISTA'S FIRST AIRPORT
1922! The science of aviation was in .its infancy

nd f w ventar d into its realm. Not s,? With Roland
yc who opened Chula Vista's fir t auport on Ian

r th Rohr Company now has it~ plant. The grob,ell dr gged for smoothness maklDg a runway
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THE WELFARE OF THE CITY
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was very good in fair weather. Luckily, planes in those
days never reached the t.on.s capacity of today. In 1931
the Tyee School of AViation with student it'
opened. . ns ruction.

It was ~ere on the Tyee Airport grounds that
Douglas Corn.gan worked on his plane before he made
that famous f.light. when h~ left New York on the 17th of
June and arnved In Dublin on June 18. 1938, and be­
came famous as "Wrong Way Corrigan."

During the early I 890's if you were in need of
medical assistance for your horse, cow or your family
you would caJI in Dr. Risdon from National City. A few
years later it was Doctors Johnson or Fly who met the
family's needs.

Residents of Chula Vista were very happy when
Dr. George B. Worthington became their local friend and
consultant in 19 I 2. Then Dr. Felix Ashcroft came to
Chula Vista and was a local health officer for many years.

Chula Vista's Pioneer Druggists, Benjamin F. and
James Wigginton were in business several years before
incorporation. Then De Forrest Smith opened a pharmacy.

The first problem of air poJIution which Chula Vista
faced was the unpleasant odor from the Hercules Powder
Company which, from 1914 to 1918 extracted potash
from kelp for gunpowder. Though the Company replace~
their boilers in an effort to diminish the fumes the resl~
dents of Chula Vista had to accept it all as necessary to
the war effort.

During the flu epidemic of 19 18 Dr. English was
nt out by the County to assist local doctor~: also a com­

munitv nurse was assiRned to the Chula Vista area.
Trustee's notes. November 3. 1920. ':Received ,I, Ford

Run-a-bout. $607.83. For the Commumty nurse. The
fir t passenger car to be purchased by the City.

Today, Chula Vista has the ~outh !3ay and
Community Hospitals. McNab Hospital which served

-59-

-~W<ll(Ia: -&L'W
-r-oa.-,O'



>a
uc

Community fo.r so many years has been replaced by th~
modern FrederIcka Convalescent Hospital.

The National City News for June 25. 1913 describ~d
the new 14-room. $10:000 B':llmer home on the south side
of the Sweetwater ~lver. hlgh on a hill. overlooking
Sweetw~t.er Vall.ey wlth carved doors. tiled fire-places and
a magmflcent Vlew of bay, ocean and mountains. With
its outstanding location the home has always been a land­
mark.

This family home became Dr. Elmer Peterson's 16­
bed Vista Hill Sanitarium in 1947. Today it is the Vista
Hill Hospital, a non-profit organization. It has 290 beds
available and a staff of physicians who make a study of
the problems of mental health. Robert Thorn is the Presi­
dent and Capt. N. R. Richardson the Administrator.

GENERAL ROCA: CHULA VISTA'S
SISTER CITY

Argentina's official seal is an extended hand clasp.

In a People to People gesture of friendship Chula
Vista chose the town of General Roca, population 7000
on the Rio Negros. as their Sister City in Argentina.

General Julio Roca for whom the town was named
is a personality worthy of emulation. He was a military
man. a statesman and a diplomat who held positions of
importance including the Presidency of his coun~ry. ':'Ie
a erted war with Chile in 1902 over a long-standmg diS­
pute concerning their 3000 mile boundary line. His per­
sonal meeting with the President of Chile br~ught such
harmonious understanding between the countries at that
time that it was commemorated by the world-famous
tatue: the "Christ of the Andes."

In Chula Vista, the eucalyptus grove near the
Y.M.e.A. headquarters on 4th Avenue has become
"General Roca Park."
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o at ion I .ily to visit the K.P. Band." There is one
nn?un mcn! of the Improvement Club vi iting th P st

Offl~e to scc the proce of handling the mail ; aned ~e
n Club ask~d the new Tru tee for more tre t work.

o much for the pa t.
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lor purchased the old clubhouse fo $4000
ing possible the funds necessary torb 'Id thereby mak-

Mrs. E. J. Ridgway had the u~. .
Win?ows: made especialIy for the c1~~~e~estlng 'Galleon
momze with the Spanish motif carried out rse'

h
They ~ar­

The Club promoted the first Fiesta ~ t Ie tllldlD~.
1930 to reduc.e the mortgage. e a una 1D

Chula Vista Woman's Club a ( . .
activities, flower shows and its m~';'~lpa~es 1D all Civic
standing recognition for their paintings ~s ave h~o~ out­

Outstanding in their activities is th1D art ex ,lbltS.
Appreciation Tea' for all educators of the an!1ual Teachers

Th Cl b . d"d' . e city.
V· We u, CliVI ed m theu activities: The Chula

Ista oman s . ub; t~e Evening Section of the Club
and the Chula Vista JUnIor Woman's CI b M R
H. Soule is the 1968 President. u. rs. obert

MEET THE PRESS
. Chula Vista re~idents, .in search of local news, sub­

scribed for the National City Record first published in
~t~mber of 1882; a paper far superior to the usual pub­
hcatlons of that period.
, T?e Otay Pr~ss with J. Jenkins as editor and pub-

Itsher, Issued Its fltst paper on March 15, 1888; ran a
tty good Chula Vista column, gave all details of the

Otay Watch Company venture; then, though the Watch
Company closed its doors the Otay Press struggled on for

any years.
F, . Loring purchased the Otay Press from A. E.

Dodson on August 10. 1900 and ran it as the Chula Vista
Press until January 10, 190 I when the press was sold to

ullivan Printing Company of San Diego. A bound
opy of some of the issues of the Otay Press is in the Chul

, ta Library. .
On January 24. 1912 the Denrich Press with A.G.

d H. E. Marsden opened their shop at 151 Second
enue, now Fourth Avenue. They handled everything

t tionery line nd were exceptionally fine printers.
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v S A WOMAN'S CLUBc

to a isting the women.
or a c1 bhouse which was built

• was cleared in four
growing club and on

e donated the land on
dB at 357 G Street,

a~-~JilllitfOt~ coiltSt:nK:t.i'on Frank A, Tar-

The Ch la Vista Woman's Club was organized on
Jul 14, 1913 hen twenty-six ladies met at the home
of rs. H. G. Ed ards. Mrs. H. J. Penfold was chosen

'dent and they rented a small stor~ .for a club house.
'r p rpc>R: ocial, Cultural and CIVIC Improvement.
First project listed as a Clean-up Day for the town.

y also received promises from owners that several un­
, tly acks ould be removed. As a climax they planted

ium slips in the 3rd Avenue Plaza and served a sup­
to the h bands who had helped them.
The membership increased and the Trustees gave
. on to use one of the rooms in the old school build­

having been moved to the new F Street School.
report brought back from the County Conven­

Coron do r ted the aims of women's clubs: play-
for ildren, p re food, pure air and pure water,

, for children in forest conservation.
, nprestntatives from the Club attended

, g and suggested improvements for the
size and type of billboards. 2. All

maau:faclturiiDg companies should suppress smoke

in regard to the Hercules Pow­
ting kelp from the Bay and
from which gun powder was



'acceptanos pesos Mexicanos." They reach out for
industry and were active in obtaining the prison

on Otay Mesa. They live up to their watchword.
a e Chula Vista a better place to live." K. Niek

. Executive Manager and J. F. Williams, President.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Junior Chamber of Commerce, though no part

nior group, has identical aims: to work for the
ent of the town and its inmates. Their major event

• g the year is the Fiesta de la Luna in which they
n very successful.

Other annual events of the J.C.'s are: the annual
Auction, being sponsor for the "Fairest of the

, contest, Junior Golf contests, also Junior Swim­
•.. "'1·o:_lmar. Bowling, Tennis, and Junior Champ Track and

ports. .
This Centennial Year President is Lorenzo ProvencIo.



OGRES
968 This unusual notice was in h .

for October 27 I 906 "Th b ~ e atlonal City ew. . e onng k
moved from the property of M H Wor s are being re
develop oil proved unsatisfact rs... erman. The effort to

Chula Vista's first indu~?'
Kimball ~iary, March 10. 19H? ,,~ems from .this dau,
the locatIOn and plans for th M t ~hula Vista to see
manufactured Duralite. Whene th agnaSlte ~Iant." They
b iIt in 192'3 the Trustees c e ~ew <';Ity .Hall wa
cement for th~ fr?nt facing. hose Duraltte Instead of

Chula VIsta s first large scale indust
cules Powder Company whl'ch h d ry was the Her-

d '. arveste kelp Th Iopene In 19 I 4 Just after wa d I '. e pant
Th k I r was ec ared In E

e .e p was ground and placed in treatmenf urope.
and a gelatinOUS substance removed by Th t~nk

a~ burned and potash, used in gunp::~:~. Jls~ ri~~1~:
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aurth Avenue became Second Av
enue could continue to the Ba enue 0 that numbtred

Landmarks of early days ha:~ II d'
to Chula Vista's past was the K Stree: P k~ppeared, Vital
in 1903 and la t known as the Ch t cv~g House built
E change. It yielded its site to the Ba~k ~/a Veg~tab,le
January of 1959. The Spur track to the la Ame~ca ,m
I t ceremonial freight car over the rout p Wbcamed Its
1966; and the San Diego Arizona anedoEn e rua

F
ry ,I7,

ff S h . . astern relghto Ice, now out ern Pacific wa transf d h
of Moss Street. ' erre to t e foot

, , Chula, ':'i~ta's first annexation was Block 3 of Moh-
ntke subdivIsion. Th.e purpose: they had to acquire that
I ~d as part of the CIty so t!Jey; could purchase the first
City Hall. Today, Chula VIsta s annexations reach out
to ,remark~bly pr,ogressive residence centers which have
helt own mdustnal areas for convenience.

From the original tract of 5 square miles Chula V' _
.a now covers 15.45 quare mil s. It has 147.1 miles of
mproved roads and. of course. some waiting their tu ,
r~m ~he hundred. or so settler who re pond d to the

ltatlOn to come to "Fair Chula Vista" in 1888
pop~lati(:>n is now 61.946 according to a ree nt u ey;

kmg It the econd large t City in an Diego Count .
De lopment increase steadily in Chula ist:

e Post Office authoriz d, a larger Communit Hospital
ot d, plans compl ted for a larger Librar and Poli e

dqu rters and Rohr ircraft is p nding.
The ann ation of a 3,150 acre tract, car d from

30,000 acre Otay Ranch of th United Enterpri b
G r t n Construction Company will dd I 3 mor to
I ita's 9,500 acre.
Chula ista i a lov Iy town ith an inter tin
round and a promising futur .
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JOHN H. OHL
(mfg. deodorants &:
deodorizers)

OMAR RENDERING CO.
(mfg. inedible tallow &:
meat meal)

PAUTER MACHINE
(sm. misc. aircraft &:
misc. components)

PRUDENTIAL OVERALL
SUPPLY
(industrial laundry)

RALPH ELECTRIC PLANT
(electrical generators)

ROHR CORPORATIO
(aircraft po er packages)

SEASON PRODUCE CO.
(fresh vegetable packing

&: shipping)

u. S. BOX COMP

VISTA SLACK CORP.
(Ratner's mfg. men's
slacks)

WESTERN SALT CO.

WILBUR-ELLIS CO.
(fertilizers)
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ABC mON WORKS

ASSOCIATED PUMP &:
ENGINEER.

BANNISTER STEEL, INC.

CALIFORNIA GENERAL,
INC. (aircraft parts)

CROWER CAMS, INC.
(mfg. automotive racing
specialties)

DAIRY MART FARMS

DEARDORF &: JACKSON
(growers &: shippers­
seasonal)

DUVALL COMPANY
(lock &:
liding door locks)

FOR-MAC (sm. aircraft &:
misc. components)

A recent Chamber of Commerce bus tour made a
close inspection of our expanding tidelands which art under
the supervision of the San Diego Unified Port District.
They also visited some other industrial plants.

GENERAL FERTILIZER
& SUPPLY

GOLDEN ARROW DAIRY

LDEN WEST
PACKING CO.

SON RIEDY GRAIN

JAEKLE ROGERS
(produce packing)

NELSON &: SLOAN
( crete&:

terial)

tor of Parks ~ Recreation

o 0 Planning

Building ~ Housing

OF CHULA VISTA

1968

ed Officials
a or, Daniel A. McCorquodale, Jr.

Co n· en:

Thomas D. Hamilton, Jr.

Robert R. cAllister

Pr cott

ter



VIVA CHULA VISTA!
(Choola Veesta)

There' a place that's bright and fair

Sounds of music in the air

Happy people eery here

Chula Vista.

Days of sun hine beaming bright

Balmy breezes through the night

TRfS and flo ers, a lovely sight.

In Chula Vista.

. a, Chula Vista

mo ntains. seas and farms

fine and old

e joys unfold

ill to mold

, Chula Vista (Veesta).

Millan and her son, Bob Austin




