




Schoenherr book draft Chapter 11:
Elmer Winship Kinmore and his wife wife Ida came to CV Jan. 12, 1912. He followed his mother Dora 
Mae Kinmore who came here from Minnesota for her health and who lived to be 100. He had orchard 
on Fifth Ave between F and G, but "I was wiped out in the freeze of 1913. it was the hardest freeze 
San Diego has had, I believe. The ice was so thick youngsters were skating in the streets." He 
worked at the Hercules Powder Plant during WWI. Kinmore and Joseph Lowe started the Lowe and 
Kinmore electrical company in 1920, became CV Electric in 1945 owned by Joseph Burkhardt and Ed 
Hesse.  Kinmore started his own store Kinmore Electric Co. with partner Mason Baity in 1926 on 3rd 
Ave near center St, moved to 322 3rd Ave in 1930 and moved in 1946 to a new store at 3rd and G 
Street. Kinmore was one of the founding members of the Masonic Lodge in Chula Vista in 1925, and 
a charter member of Rotary and the Chamber of Commerce. He was chairman of the finance 
committee that raised $80,000 for the original Boys Club building at 5th and I Street. Charles 
Kinmore, son of E. W. Kinmore, died of appendicitis in 1932. The boy was a prominent athlete at 
Sweetwater HS. Win Kinmore was one of the developers of the Roberta Park subdivision in 1946. He 
was the grandfather of Kathy Fiscus who died in a well accident in April 1949, and many people in 
Chula Vista gathered at his store to watch the attempted rescue broadcast live on televsion by the 
pioneering KTLA station in Los Angeles.  Kathy was buried in Glen Abbey cemetery. He opened his 
store May 16, 1949, for the first broadcast of the local KFMB television station. He was chairman of 
the Library Board and led the decision to build a new public library in 1952-1955. He was past 
president of the Bureau of Radio and Electrical Appliance Dealers in San Diego County. As a past 
president of San Diego Country Club, Kinmore was an honorary member and still played golf there at 
the age of 80. Kinmore retired in 1958 after selling his business to Mason Baity. He moved into 
Fredericka Manor with his surviving wife, Merle, in July, 1965, and died in 1972 at the age of 85.

Kinmore ad in Star-News June 5, 1946.
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